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Oy THE INFLUENCE OF 

MARRIAGE ON HEALTH. 



L'abftinence oa I'excest ne fit jamais dlieureox. 

VOLTAJRK. 

Eiurcls or abffinence De*er yet form'd happlDefs. 



1 HAVE Ipoken of the pleafures 
which accompany the conjugal union, confidered 
as a band thac unites hearts : in this Chapter, I 
shall treat of the utility and inconveniencea 
which refult from an union of the fexes. 

Vol. IL A Wc 
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We have feen, id the article of the Tem- 
peramente, tliat there kre iame mea Co whom 
enjoyment is neceflary ; and that others, of a 
cold conftitution, a^e but feldom impeUed to 
love. From thefe differences arifet confeqaent-* 
ly, the meafure which each indivrdual ought to 
takp of his firength, that he may not outrage 
Nature by committing exceiles which she never 
avows. 

Pleafare^ when ufcd with moderation, is 
undoubtedly one caufe that coacurs to the main- 
tenance of health: a fuper-abundance of the 
prolific liquor in a vigorous man, at die prime 
of his life, molefts the funftions, and even 
affeds the fpiritSi if this man obftinately con- 
tinues in a celibate condition. Thofe who 
have denied that this fuper-abundance can ever 
produce any injorious confeqoences, paid bat 
little attention to an objeft fo highly interefting. 

Galen views the retention of the feed as 
capable of producing very ferious accidents* 
This celebrated Phyfician has conferved to us 
the hifiory of a man and a woman who loft 
their health from an excefs of that humour, and 
who were cured by renouncing the continence 

* which 
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frhidi they had impofed on tbemfefves. The 
obfenrations which I have addaced, after creat- 
ing of the Temperaments^ prove that there 
are few praftitioners who have not perceived 
this ioflttence of the femioal liquor on certain 
perfow. ^ 

Zacntiis fpeaks of two perrons, in whom 
it fuppreffion of the pleafures of love was fol- 
lowed by dreadful fymptoms. The one was 
attacked with a tumow on the navel, wUch 
ho effort of art could diminisbf but that v»- 
Dished after marriage: the other bad reoourfe 
to phyficiaqs, who did not exaiBine his cafe 
with fufficieot attention. He bad fwimmingi 
in tlfe head; was afterwards attacked by the 
epilepiy, and died in a vicrient accefs. On 
opening the body, the caufe of the malady was 
found in the feminal veflels and the defereoc 
canal 

M. Tiflbt relates*, that apbyGdaQy rdpeeV 
able through his knowledge and his age, whp 
had for a long time attended the Auftrian armies 

♦ See FOnanifme^ art IV. fcft XI. 

A a in 
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in Italy, remarked that, among the German 
foldierst thofe who were not married, and flill 
led a fober life, had cfcen epileptic fits and 
a priapifm. 

Lanzoni has left two obfervations, which 
prove the efficacy of marriage in certain- difeafcs. 
The fijfl concerns a young man attacked by a 
quartan ague, that oppdfed all the refources of 
art, and which was cured through the com* 
plaifance of a woman who intereiled herfelf in 
his fate. The fecond obfervation has for its 
fubjefl, a young widow of an ardent tempera- 
ment, who being attacked with the epi.'epfy, 
found her cure in the arms of a fecond vigorous 
husband o* 

The reader will rccolleft what I have el(e- 
where faid, in fpeaking of the traft on Nym- 
phomany. He muft there have feen, that the 
mod efficacious remedies for accidents produced 
by this cruel maladj-, is marriage; which the 
author's obfervations demonftrate hi an incon- 
teftabie manner f. 

• See Anecdotes de Mid. CCXXVL 

t See paj. 75, 120, 149 & ijo, of the oflavo 

ei^iion. 

Anatomiils 
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Anatomifts coincide wich wtfefwe advance. 
Riolan dilKfted a woman aged thirty years; an4 
from an infpeftion of the ov^ary, he did ftot he- 
iiiate in the lead to aflert, that the death of 
this woman was a confequence of th6 Ilngle 
(late in which she had lived. M. le Due, a 
celebrated Surgeon, made the fame obfervation 
at the Saltpetre Hofpital in Paris •; and I muft 
remark^ that there are few praflitioners whd 
cannot furnish an obfervation on this fubjeft, 
particularly among thofe who aueod to common 
cafes in great itiiirmaries, where individuals of 
both feses are af&mb!ed> who live in a (late of 
celibacy. 

Thefc obfervations fuffice fordemonftratingi 
that there are feme circumftances in which mar- 
riage may be recommended as the moft effica- 
cious means to obtain the cure of many dif- 
cafes. Thofe even wnich are attached to 
the ruling conilitution of every individual, dif- 
appear at the fight of Love. Men of a hi- 
lious temperament are fubjeft to various indif* 

♦ Tableau de P Amour Conjugal. Part lit. 
chap. If. See alfo Ambroife Par6, de la Gin6ration^ 
chap. LU- LVIL 

A 3 poiitionsi 
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pofitioos, when they depriire tbemfiilves of 
connubial pleafures. Thefe deligbt8 fupporc 
gaiety, with the plethoric man ; give birth to 
it in the melancholic, and gently warm the pt« 
tuitous. There is no perfon who has not re- 
marked that the torpor, heavinefs, and laflitude 
produced by indolence V fatiguing dreams, reft- 
lefsners, and other indiQ)ofition8 ; are prevented 
by the moderate ufe of pleafures, or greatly 
calmed^ as foon as thofe joys are prudently 
regulated. 

It would be difficult to give a more feo« 
fible proof of the influence of marriage on 
health, than by shewing the eflFcfb which it 
' operates on young women who have pak 
colours. Without always a^ributing this 
indifpofition to love, for it has very frequently 
other caufes, it is certain that the pleafures of 
marriage powerfully concur to re-eftablish the 
health of perfons attacked by this difeale. 
pbferve a young woman, wbofe pale and yel* 
low vifage announces the complaint with which 
she is tormented J her body is lumpish, her 
head dolorous, her reipiration, interrupted every 
moment, will only permit ber> with pain, to 
\ grticulate fome words, which she jprooounce^ 

i * ' ' ' * " with 
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with a feeble^ tremulous, and obflrufted voice: 
she dedres aliments thac are perntciousi and 
refufes thofe which her condition requires : 
her dull eyes, her gloomy and drooping afpefij 
excite the compaffion of every beholder ; she 
feems no longer connoted to the world, and all 
in Nature is indifferent to her eyes, excepting 
the lover for whom her heart flill conferves 
fome aftivity. When hymen foftens her lot, 
eU undergoes a change; it is a ray of the fun, 
which diilipates the clouds that obfcure the 
heavens; lilies and rofes imprefi their bloflbffls 
on the fair-one's vifage, and proclaim her joy. 

Aa much as phyfical love, when ufed with 
moderation, sheds fidutary influences on the 
health, its excei&ve ufage plunges us as far, 
on the other hand, into terrific fituations» 
By forcing pleafure, we empoifon an agreeable 
and generous liquor; by exhaufting our powers 
to repeating enjovments too often, we dig ai 
pit, which is m)t perceivable till we fall, 
headlong, to the bottom. , 

The importance of the feminal liquor, ia 

fupporting vigorous health, announces the con- 

itant nec^cy fw returning a part of this pre-» 

A 4 cious 
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.cious fluid to the tni& of bloody afcer it has 
attained all its perfeftion: nothing can occupy 
.its plact^ in u ; while PbyGciana of all ages have' 
been unanlmouHy of opinion* thqt the lofs Of 
One ounce of this humour weakens more than 
that of forty ounces of bload. So long as 
the feed is in the bodj-, it muft neceflarily be 
admitted as an agent that communicates ftrength 
to all the parts, and gives them new vigour. 
The changes which it operates in us at th^ 
age of puberty, and which we do not remark 
in Eunuchs, ferve as an incpnt^flable proof of 
this obfervation. 

Too great a diffipation of the fcminal li- 
quor, is not that alone which may injure health 
10 th^ ufe of phyflcal love: the manner in 
ivhi?h we prefent ourfelves for facrificing thereto, 
contributes (broetiqies to thoie pernicious con- 
fcquences, as I have obferved in the Chapter 
on Sterility; and to this I may add, the too 
violent agication3 in an a6l,^which does not 
require any uncommon efforts, when the dig- 
tatts of Nature are followed. 

In confldering the too frequent emiflion of 
the prolific liquor, as the fole caufe of the dif- 

eafcs 
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eafes that fucceed ofcen repeated afl^, Caod 
this caufe is alone fuSicient to occafion them ) 
we shall find obfervatiors made by all Prac 
titionersy ancient and modern, capable of ter« 
rifying teraerarioas men, who facrifioe thear 
iiealtb to their pleafures. 

Hippocrates, the moft ancient and the moft 
exa6t of obfervers, well knew the mircbiefd 
produced by an abufe of the pkaTures of love, 
Tbefe be defcribes under the name of corifrmp* 
$im dorfalc. This difeafe, fa3's he, originates 
in the fpinal marrow. It attacks the newly- 
married and the libidinous. They have no 
fever; and, though eating with a good appetite, 
they confume and become lean. Perfons thus 
difeafed, imagine they feel ants defcending frcnn 
their head through the whole length of the fpine. 
Every time they have a ftool, or an evacuation 
of urine, they lofe abundantly a feminal liquor 
which is very liaspid. 

They are incompetent to generation, and 
often occupied with the venereous aft in their 
dreams. Walking, particularly in rugged places, 
almofl deprives them of breath; weakens, pro- 
cures them the head-ach and a finging in the 

ears^ 
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ears: in fioe, a fevere fever eermiaates theop 
e»aence\ 

Areteus thus defcribes the evite produced 
by a too abuodtat evacuation of the feed. 
Young perfonSf fays hey acquire the gait and 
the infirmities; of old men: they become pale^ 
efiemioatet torpid, flothful^ cowardly, ftupid, 
and even imbecile ; their body is crooked, and 
their legs unable to fupport them : they have a 
general averfion, find themfdves wholly incapable 
of anything, and many are afflifled with the 

Lommius, in his Treatifb on Difeafes, for* 
cibly defcribes the confumption wUch manifefts 
itfelf as a confequence of exhaufted pleafures. 
I have remarked it more than once, fays this 
pbyfidan, in the exercife of my profeffion. 

♦ Lib. 11. de Morbis. In Book VI. feft, 8, 
of the Epidemical Difeafes, Hippocrates likewifc 
fpeaks of the fpinal confumption, under the denomi- 
uatioD of Tabes Dor f Alls : we diere find the ftriking 
obiervation of a young man who was attacked by 
this direafe, in his twenty-fifth y^ff, and died in con- 
fequence. 
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Thefe forts of patients^ though tbey have od* 
ther fever or distaft^ do Dot extrad any nou« 
rjsbmenc from the aliments which tbey ule-, 
the more inveterate die diieafe is, the more does 
the patient fufier; his legs fwelL^and fome pep- 
foos have ulcers in the bins, which, while cQr« 
ing in one place, are re-produced in another ..«^ 
at length, a fufufkn takes place, that renders 
them entirely bKnd* We obferve that this 
malady fometimes ceafes, and afterward returns 
i^ain : this I have feen occor^ coxi^nvG^i Ijok^ 
mius, at the end of ieven years, in the ca& of 
a phyfidan, who loft his fight in confequeoce; 
proving on himfelf the agomling event of that 
difeafe) which be had before remarked in many 
Others*. 

* TmhUau des maladies^ &c. art XXIK. U 
fhthifit dorfak. We may add to thole authors we 
have cited, the frightful pifturcs wfaidi are fixmd in 
Ceifus, Galen, Aedus, Tulpius, Hoffisan, Boerhave, 
M. Van Swieten, &c, See rOnani/mc, in which 
M.Tiirot has joined his particular obfcrvadons to thofe 
of the celebrated menabove*mentioned: art.L feA.IV. 
v., art. n. feft. V. VUI.,- art. HI. fed. X. of the. 
third edition, printed at Laufanne 176^^^ 

The 
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The fymptoms Which accompan}^ difcafes 
caufed by uncommon exbauftions^ are not aU 
ways fo deplorable: but ic is no Icfs true, that 
enjoyment) too frequently repeated, under- 
mines us infcniibly, and that we perceive the 
evil when it is too late to remedy i:. It cor« 
lupts our undcrftanding, diminishes our courage, 
and impedes the elevation of our foul. We 
do not pay fufficicnt attention to the mifchievous 
Qonfequences of the unbridled paffions, bccaufe 
fame perfons, for a loog time, are not confcious 
of) their effe6b; I may fay, not till the pe- 
riod when they commence, in fome fort, to 
abandon fociety^ through the inability of ap« 
pearing there to ad/antage. Nobody, then, 
direfb the c}e towards them: retired in the 
bofom of tl cir family, if they have flill the hap- 
piners to poffjfe thcfe aids, they fuffer the 
mofl cruel K>rtures, which are unknown to the 
rcfl of mankind; and pay the tribute which 
Nature has impofcd on debauchery. ■■ Why 
docs there not a tribunal exift, to which every 
Phyfician might repair, and publicly fay: ^' The 
^ patient who is about to die, has abridgei his 
** days, by intiuiging in exccfs T At Icaft, 
it would inftitifl thole men wiio are ignorant of 
Wbf^ this exccfs may occafion ; and others to 

whom 
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whom it' is known, but who do not profit fraai 
that knowledge, would be terrified by the num- 
ber of vi6);inis who fall.. under the dagger of 
libertinifm. 

The PhyCcian who wifely obCerves, has 
opportunities, every day, of reconnoiirinig this 
fatal influence of excefs on life. His attend* 
ancc, even, is not requifite for penetrating into 
the caufes which have made a vigorous man 
weak, and who only remains in the world, be-> 
caufe his difea/e has not yet operated with aU 
its aftivity. fpifture to myfeJf a perfon who 
lofes his fatnefs by degrees; bis head, as for* 
merly, is no more ornamented with hair; hiB 
eyes are dull, livid, full of grief, hollow, and 
capable only of difcerning obje6b at a fmall 
diltance; bis cheeks are difcoloured, and flabby; 
the noftrils withered, the forehead parched and 
callous; refpiration is difficult, the whole body 
lofes its rectitude, &c. 1 obferve with an- 
guish, that this perfoo is not (enflbie of hfs 
condition; that he continues to deliver him- 
felf up ardenrly to pleafures; and that he will 
not perceive bis danger, till the brain, the do- 
mach, the breaft, in short all the vifcera/fefufe 
to difcharge the funftions for which they are 

deilined. 
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deftined. Ah ! lays Venette, how beguiling ii the 
evfl whidi love prodtioesy even ac the mcmiene 
when it is moft redoobtaUei 

There are fome tircumftance^ in which 
pleaitare, taken moderately event may oocalion 
deaths It is certain that,' in ficknels, we muft 
by no means have recourfe to that indulgence) 
and it is no lefi certam, that it has proved 
mortri to fi>me perfbos, who had not entirely 
recovered their flrength before they gave way 
CO the ieduftions of love. PUny informs os^ 
that the Pretor ComeKus Gsdlus and Titus 
Aetherius, Roman military men, loft their lives 
in the inftant which Love had dedicated to 
plea^are^ Tabourot has confervedf in his 
fflodey work, ieveral epitaphs of perfons who 
died in tafting voluptuoufiietsf. We fee alio 

* A fiinilar ctrcumftance occurred, fays Pliny 
dfb, m our time, to two young Romans, both of 
whom expired^ baviog an affair with a dicatrical per- 
fonDer.M«who was a very beautiful youth. Book VI{. 
chap. !$• 

t Cj gift U Seigneur de Manas^ 
^ Lemuel de fa propre aUunuUt 
Se iua prenant fes Aat$ 

See 
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Sm^ tsaofdA of tiw in MoatigM^ It 
would be 4ifficttlt to ezpHcate what may Gaofii 
thefe ^ccideiics io perrons who otherwife enjoy 
a good fiate of health: it may, however, be 
fiippofed, chat Wolent love^ a camemion of the 
foii^ is iuffident &x fiiddenly arrefliog the coude 
of the j^ritsiii peribas who are too paffionate t» 
The uBcommoimeis of thefe terrible incidcatst 
muft fierve to tranquiUife our minds oo this oo 
G^iotu 

Galen relates, chat a man who was not 
entirely cured of a violent illnefi, expired the 
feme night in which he paid the conjugal tri- 
bute to his wife. M. Van Swieten knew a 
man fubjeft to the epilepfy, who was attacked 
with an accefs on his nuptial night. Hoffman 
ipeaks of a very lubricous woman, who was 

See Us Bigarrurts & touches iu Seigneur 4es 
Accords^ Chap. XXIL We there find Latio, French, 
and Italian Epitaphs, on the fame fubjed. 

* Book I. Chap. XIX. 

t All the paffionsin general may occafion fliddea 
death ; of which. Authors of all ages have oranrmitt^d 
us ezamples: dins love may produce the fiuae effeA 
as joy, ibrrow, anger, and malice. 

attacked 
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attacked by the fame coinplaioc after each con-^ 
juii£(1on. Boerbave knew a man who died in 
the firft enjoyment, M. de Sau viiges has givea 
us the fingular obferVatioti of a man who, in 
the midftof the aA, experienced a fpafm, (and 
this diforder had then afflided him twelve years} 
wliich lliffened his whole body, and occafioned 
a deprivation of fenfe and feeh'dg. Bartho- 
linus fa^ a newly married man, who, the fecond 
. day of his nuptials, after conjugal excefs, was 
attacked by a fevere fever, accompanied with 
great lownefs of ipirits, fwoonings, rifings in 
tbe ftomach, immoderate thirft, reveries, want 
of fleep, and abundant inquietudes. Cheihau 
iaw a young married couple, who experienced 
accidents, the firft week of their union, which 
condufted them to the grave in a few days^. 

A melancholic man eipoufed a young wi- 
dow during the heats of fummer; he would 
lignalife himfelf with his new companion, but 
became extraordinarily thin in confequence; 
and this was followed by infanity f, Fabricius 

♦ Sec rOnanifme. Art I.' fcft.I. IV. 

t See Tableau de r Amour Conjugal. Part IlL 
chap. L 

Hilden 
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Mflden has con&rved to us the fad hidory of a 
young man, whofe hand had been amputated, 
and who, as his^ cure advanced, would fatisfy 
the defires : this defign was, however, oppoftd 
by his wife, the furgeon having foretold her 
the injurious coniequenccs which he had rcafbn 
to apprehend. But the husband procured 
himfelf an emifiion of feed, without the parti* 
ctpation of his wife, which was immediately 
followed by violent fymptoms ; and he died at 
the end of four days'*. ^ 

N 

I once faw a man who, after having been 
bled for a contuGon, wished to convince his 
wife that he bad not loft the whole of his 
powers ; and in confequence excited a conlider- 
able heniprrhage at the part where the incifion 
had been made: he was obliged to abftain a 
long time from connubial familiarities, becaufc^ 
on ftriving at a repetition, he felt himfelf at- 
tacked wich dimnefles and the vertigo. 

Men who are fubjeft to attacks of the 
gout, cannot too much attach themfdves tc/ 

• ♦ VOnanifme. Art. IV. ftaXI. 

Vol. ir. t flibdiie' ' 
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fubdue the ardour uhich carries them towards 
the y.enereoQs aft; while experience every 
day demonilrates, that excefs in this genus gives 
birth to the gouty affe£lioa/ It is thus that 
M. Cofie expreiles himfelf in the interefting 
treatife which be has written on this malady. 
It is proved, that the too frequent effufions of 
the fecdji to which men give way after iiaving 
weakened themfelvesy afFedtin due time the 
power o^ the iegs .«. : they are no more capable 
of walking) nor to fit, at length, without ex* 
periencing the moll infupportable laffitudes. 
They lofe the faculty of propagating, becaufe 
the mufcles can no longer contraft, and their 
feed is too much degenerated: they are fub- 
je6); to tremblings, particularly afcer the vene^ 
reous aft; they lofe their (lomach, their appe* 
tite, and their blood is fo far impoverished, 
that they eafily fall into putrid and fcorbutic 
difedfes. The gout with which they are at* 
tacked, gives very quick birth to the ftone in 
the reins and the bladder. ■ Thefe are the 
perfons fubjcft to that fpecies of diforder, called 
the flying gout, which throws itfelf fo facil^ly 
on the vifcera, and that kills the patient in three 
t mes four and twenty houts* 

There 
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There are; do means eore certarn) or more 
prompt* for acquiring the gout, than too great 
a reOgnation to ^enereous pleafare. It is a 
voluptuoufneis the mod engaging, the moft 
agreeable, and the moft oniveriaHy fought for 
in the foor quarters of the world. From the 
country of the Hottentots to Lapland, and 
from Spain to Tartary, every man is afiefted, 
and feeks thts vduptuoufnefs ... and they have 
always paid extremely dear for their exceiTes; 
the price of which has very frequently been 
the gouCi Practitioners have invariably found, 
that, among a hundred gouty patients, ninety 
acquired it no otherwife than by an abufe of 
Venus; an^ it is thefe, purfues M. Cofte, who 
have occafioned a belief that the gout is incur- 
able, becaufe an enervated body is entirely d^ 
ftitute of refource: they nearly all die of that 

complaint. ^ We find, in Turkey, a great 

number of true Mufltilmen attacked with the 
Worft fort of gout : they never make ufe of 
wine; but they exfaauft themfelves in their fe^ 
raglios •. 

♦ Train pratique de Id Goutu^ par M. Cofle^ 
C^nfiilleTy DoQeur tn Midecine^-^c. Chap- VII* 

B 3 In 
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In youth, ic is ||tfficulc to quit the pieafure 
of Venus: pradence muft, neveitbdefib be our 
guide on every occaOon. Nothing will more 
promptly revive the gout, with all its violence, 
than the rambles o£ this genus. • A young 
man should only refign himfdf to thofe joys, 
as muchi or perhaps ftill lefs, than the duties 
of marriage demand; enough to give himielf 
inheritors, and by no means endeavouring to 
fatisfy the paffion of one of the two (poufes^ 

Venette makes no difficulty in faying, 
that the gout, often engendered by the carefles 
of wcHnen, has frequently been cuitd through^ 
Chat means ;«^ and that he has feeo gouty per- 
sons who found relief, in ufing phyiical love 
with moderation t* 

• 

The Author of the Treatife on the Gout, 
differs very widely in opinion with Venette, 
when he fays, that gouty patients may chufe 
between leaving their wives tranquil, and the 
cure of their diforder: or they may cpntioue 

• liUm. Chap. XXIL 

t Tableau Je PJmour Conjugal Part ML 
Chap. II. 

to 
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tft f»tjs them, imd render tluir dtfeafe totaBy 
J0t«raU«9;q-Tr* Every tiaae.that a gouty patienfc 
beholds. a ,*woiBant if he has youth on his fideb 
he adds a neur root to his .oonplalnt ; andi if 
advanced iiTyears, heiiigk* iqoare foot of his 
graved ^» ?• • 

Men are ftdie^ kd into error; and dM 
hdief which fome periboa . entertain^ that the 
venereous aft follaces gouty and many other 
putkntBf would fbroi^ a proof of this aflertioo^ 
if it were neceSkry to shew the necepticm 
which we give to prejudices when they flatter 
pur paflions» 

There are certain difeafes wUdi appear 
favourable to the aftion of die parts that co« 
operate to generation : in this dais is placed 
J0» intoxication produced by pretended aphro- 
tlifiac fubiiaoees ; and we have elfevhere sbtwn 
the credit which ought to be given to thefe 
remedies f. We shall here content ourielves 
with reminding the reader, that aphrodiliac 
fubftanoes either excite delirium, and intliis 
cafe a man whofe temperament coodufts him to 

t See Vol. L Chap. IV.'Of this Wcfflu 
VoL II. . B 3 bvf 
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lofve will be excited to it ; or they opvtce is 
irriuting die bladder^ lod then the pirtt which 
are adjacent to it become infiame^ notwich- 
Ihndiiig wbich) t naa c«mot uoica the circum- 
fiances whidi are aMMMy neoeiTary for the 
confttmoNtion bf the UU It is thus that can« 
tbarides operate % and tfaat^ when certain ve- 
nomous animals have wounded a man^ the ve- 
nom proceeds with lapidity to the parts of ge» 
oeratioDi and there cauies iymptoms which are 
obfiinately regarded as the figns of an extra* 
.ordinary puifancet 

When the hydrophobic venom has begun 
to malce fome progrels, it operates equally on 
the private parts; and whether it mixes with the 
ieminal liquor, rendering it more acrid^ more 
po^gnanti and that the urioe, more ardent, irri- 
tates the feminal vefides, as celebrated phyfi- 
dans pretend I; or whether this virus does not 

* Idemj ibidem. 

t. See les recberches fur les Amiricains. Part L 

4 See /n DiJJeriation fur la nature fif la caupe 
ie la Rage^par M. de Sauvages. Art. Priapifme 
des hydrophobes. Mimoires fur divers fujets de Md- 
decine par M. le Camus^ &c« 

communicatt 



MARiiMK OH wuautm. s^ 

comMmicate it$ deflroffive charsuElet to tbe 
^ buircNfrs; and that it Ofdy operates in ofieoding 
the n^v^a*; ic is no lets true that hydrophobic 
pattenta are attacked with a priapifinl. 

The leprory> tfiat fcourge which was 
brought into Europe at the time of the Cru* 
iades, and which the Europeans have carried to 
America, was regarded, and is ftill among the 
Americans^ as a d!£eiafe capable of au^enting 
Che geneiative powers of men infected with 
it. The lubricity of Isperous perfons was 
ezceffive> they fay, and even more dangerous 
cban their diforderS* 

Thofe who have the misfortune to be af. 
fasted with the gout, know but too well that 

* See ies EJfaii anti*hydrophobiqu€S far JK 
Boudot en 1770. 

f Boerhaave^ apkori fines; Col de fllkirs^edun 
it chlrurg. M. de Sauvages^ diJ/irt.^JMtagei 
M. Beudoty ejfait anti hydrop. BoneLfipukiref^&c. 

S Rechercket fur Ies Amiricains. P. IV. t I, 
Voyage ttUlloa au Pirou. Tome L Oemresdt\ 
Pari. BookJOL Chap. x. 

Vol, II. B 4 a violent 



« violeat irriCttioii ii (bmetimes ftft io tte 
parti of generation) or^ to fpeak with more 
€n€tner$y at the bladder and tfae rdos; wbethct 
It is that the h»mour of the gout flfee to tftel^ 
parts in preference, or that a ftone b^ns to 
form in the one or in the other, which is very 
conmion in the dtfeafe diat is here in queftion^ 

Who will aflert that, in aH difeafts which 
difeover themfiives. by affefting fhe skin^ and 
whicli) of conlequence, muft greiidy alter the 
laws of tranfpiration, men do not brieve they 
ftel new ftrength for the venereous aft, if (hey 
only confult the exterior organ, which is the 
principal agent of it? 

It wai refidt, from diefe diflftrene oMerva- 
tions, that the ufe of aphrodifiacs, as I have 
thready ftidi in initating the parts of genera- 
tion, may shew them in an impoflng shape, 
which alone does not fiiffice for the confum* 
*iDati(Hi of. tfae a& If the venom of tnadneft 
prodwes die fame effefi, the humour of the 
Iqirofy, the matter of the gout» perhaps that 

r 

• See Fari. Book XVm. ci»{>.xtt. 

of 
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of the gall) &C. if the pitefence of a ftaoe in 
tbe Madder fdices for iinpr6ffing thofe wbo 
are thus atcack&d iftlrh an idea that) in the nridft 
of dolora the mold pierdng, they shall find fb- 
lace for their complaint by having recourfe to 
the zd of generation ; it wonld be abfurd to 
infer from thence, that thofe maladies are to be 
removed by means of an union of the fexesi ' 

Such perfons as, from imprudence or other* 
wi&f may have made ufe of pretended aphro*- 
difiacs, would treat tbemfelves very badly, if 
they coold not devife fbme other meantf of 
appealing the fymptoms which they experience^ 
than through medium of the venereous adl^ 

Notwithftandmg the erotic fhry which is 
fuppofed in perfons afflifted with the hydro* 
phobia, a grievous obfervation announces that 
*the ufage of coition has fufficed for occaiioning 
the death of a man bitten a long time before. 
In 1743, at Mwrasj in France, a man became 

* See chap. IV. of the firft Volume, where will 
be found the remedies againft die effefts produced 
by cantharides and other poifons which fome pciiuns 
have had the temerity to employ. 

furious 
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furious on bis nuptial-night, and bit his wife 
in ber bread, although be had been wounded 
by a mod^dog two years and half before that 
period. They both died shortiy afterwards ^ 

It further refults from thefe fa£tf, that 
men, in all tioies, have proceeded from er- 
rors to errors; that nothing has efcaped them, 
in an endeavour to ftimulate their humiliaced 
felflove; and that their ambition would refort 
for expedients to means the moft ridiculous, 
in order to avoid contemptuous and diirefpeft- 
ful imputations.— The deranged brains that 
employed pretended aphrodifiacsi have recounted 
the prodigies which fucceedcd, when their imi* 
prudence did not happen to occafion death. 
The gouty, men tormented with the itone, and 
even the leperous, are announced as always 
pofllfliog faculties which other individuals envy. 
— - Is it not fingular, that an impotent man>* 
who owes his infirmities to debauchery, and 
with whom the decayed organs experience only 
the acute ieotiment of dolor, should ftill be 
cAeemed capable of tailing volupcuoufnefi? 

f Dijfkrtation fur la nag^, par M:de Sauvageu 

' One 
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One obfovation, which every perfon may 
laake, ]s> that men who marry, and refign them- 
ielves, with all the ardour of the temperaments^ 
to the charms of voluptuoufoefi, after having 
. indulged but little in pbyfical love> nearly always 
ejrperience alarming indiipofitions. There are 
certain countries, eveuy where the accidents 
which befal young-married pairs, refembleeach 
other through the analogy that ei^ifb between 
the conftitution of every individual. I have 
feen a canton^ where fame part of the men who 
there married for the £ril time, loft their bair 
shortly afterwards^ fiayle has remarl:ed that, 
in Holland, the voice of the Protellant Mioifless 
altered, to a certain point> after marriage^ 

Thefe obfervations confirm what I have 
fidd of the influence of air and water in parti* 
cular countries^ in fpeaking of Sterility. 
M. Pibrac read, at a public aflembly of the 
Royal Cbirurgical Academy, in 1 760, a memoir, 
giving intimation that it would probably be fuc- 
ceeded by future labours, in which were eila« 
blished the rules of (klubrity or infalubrity, as 
well abfolute as relative, even in the different 
quarters of a city. This celebrated Surgeon 
believed, even> that every fireet has its particu* 

lar 
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lar clifflate, throi^ i(s affinity to the fun's 
alped, and thejnflaence of the winds; and 
tibac a &lotary habitation to on& perfoU) be- 
comes exceedingly prejudidal to another. Be« 
iog charged, in 1743, with the inipeftion of 
Hiirty-fix thoufand men, who prefented them- 
ftlves for the purpofe of drawing lots to ferve 
in the Paris militia, he took ad^rantage of that 
Angular occafion^ wiAch brought before him, at 
one time, a great number of robuft perfbns 
from every quarter of Paris; and be faw, at 
the fame time, in particular, tbofe who were 
excufed from drawing, by realbn of their infir- 
mities. He remarked, that the men were 
ftrongeft and mod: vigorous in the Fauxbourgs 
S. Mardn and S. Denis \ weakeft in the city: 
that phtlulical perfons were mod numerous in 
the quarter of S, Homre\ difeafes of the skin 
jnoft frequent in the quarter of S, Benoii; that 
thofe who inhabited the quarter of St.Antoinc 
were mofl: fubjeft to the (tone; and thofe to 
•the cataraft in the lower end of the Fauxbourg 
S. Germainy towards the river, &c« &c. It is 
to be lamented, that the labours of NL Pibrac 
were not cootiilued, that we might have di- 
gefted iuch obfervations therefrom as relate to 
the inaeafe of the human fpecies. 

The 
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Tb6 mftiratt Of phyOcal love Teems to 
ccaiiioQ fewer ravagM anoog women than 
men; and it jaeafy to account for tbis^ [if we 
adffliti. with tbemt a feminal liquor] in&yiti^ 
that the fluid which. they emit is- 1^ precioiisi, 
iefi Jabom«dj. than ttat of mea« Befides^. oq^ 
part of the fair fex is digicultiy:,nwycdy and ano- 
ther part polfefles a conftitutioo abfolutely in- 
competent, I will QPt (ay to geQeration> but to 
pleafure^ tbe excefles of which do not. moleil; 
tbefltM. Thcfyvdo not iocomnode them&lves^ 
taUe^ where they m^tly &t Srom motiyes of 
complaiAncej and for whom the^ moil ^tquifite 
wines have no attraOion ^ 

* The females, whom indigence, or libertinifm, 
cafts into the unfortunate ftate of courtefans, would 
quickly become viftims of the fatigues attached to 
their fate, if they did not eftrange themfelves from 
pleafure, even under the citcumftances in which it is 
prefented. Thoft who give way to its enticements, 
are fieguently attacked by the diftafcs which follow 
exhauAed powo-s. M. Tiflbt fays that, in 1^4^^ a 
young woman, of three and twent}', challenged fix 
Spanish dragoons, and fuftained their aflfaulcs during 
a whole night: she, however, expired in the evening 
of the next day. Tliis shocking fcene occurred at 
Montpelier. See rOnani/me^ art. II. feft. VII. 

Enjoyment 
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Edjoyment is feldom foUdwed by dangerous 
ooofequences, amrag women on whom Nature 
has bcftowed an ardent temperamenti to in- 
demnify them for the little wifdom which they 
poifefs: we may fay chat, with thele perfon^, 
pleafure is ffai£Uy corporeal; and thus can have 
DO influence than on the body. Tbefe wo- 
men are the portion of citizens the moft utile 
to a ftate, fince the children which diey give 
it are the firongeft; while thofe that owe their 
birth to a woman who joins with a lubricous 
temperament the art of analyfiog pleafure and 
of trifling with voluptuoufnefs, are nearly all 
wretched individuals. The enjoyment of per- 
ions with whom imagination fuppltes corporal 
ability, d^enerates into difeafe, in proportion as 
they become older: their feniations are then 
more vivid; the nerves are thereby exceedingly 
affefled; and we have feen women who^ after 
having paffed their life in a fucceflion of fen* 
timental pleafures, experienced violent convul* 
fions, when, in age, (juiA then the organs of vo- 
luptuoufnefs will not obey the defires) they 
would (till have recourfe to the tranfports of 
love. 

tbcriBf 
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There are women for whom pteafure is 
daogeronS) oot in itfelf, but through the diA 
poljtion of the p^tts which conduce to it. A 
man who is, io this refped, chara6lerifed to an 
exceffive- degree^ renders his pleafljres dedruc-. ' 
cive Co the fair companion of his bed. Tho& 
who, leis favourifed with regard to the body, 
imagine they can fupply their deficiency by 
multiplied efforts, which are frequently inutile^ 
mcur the rifque of one day feeing the weak 
woman that partakes of their tranfports, fub^ 
jelled to alarming di^fes^ Thefe dl&a&s ard 
often incurable, becauie they have their feat in 
parts which Nature has concealed from onr 
eyes, and that are fcarcely ever attributed to 
the caufe which produces them \ ^ The plea^ 

* 
* There are few meti whom Nature has enatDled > 
to wound the matrice in the careffes of love: but we 
find fome who may occafion conliderable hemon'hagc^, 
through their bad management or their brutality. 
Thefe accidents are more frequent during pregnancy; 
and tliis is likewife a time in which men ought to ufe 
the grcateft precaution in their embraces. I have 
(jpoken, in the Chapter on Sterility, of forced at- 
titudes, from whence great inconveniences may refult ; 
and from thence originate alfo many difeafe^^, to tvhich 
DO attention is paid, till they have made lufficicnt pro- 

grefs 
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< fares even which men have in a Imowledge 

< of their vives, are reproveable> if they do 

* not afe thofe pleafures with moderation— •• 
^ The dishonourable endeannenta fuggefted to 
'us by the firft fire, are not alone indecent) 

* but prejudicial, employed towards our wiyes V 

A Queen of Arragon was obliged to make 
an arret againft a.Catalonian, whole wife com* 
plained of his exceflive vigour* This man 
owned, that every night was . difiinguished by 
ten triumphs ; oa which the Queen^ after ma- 
ture dehberation in council, forbade Ais herO| 
on pain of death, to approach bis wife more 
than fix times each dayl ^ She ilatsd that 
« number,^ fiys Montagne, ^ as a lawful and 

< neccifary boundary; abundantly relaxing and 

* departing from the wants and the defire of 
^ her fex, for eftabJisbing, she faid, an eafy and 
^ of coniequence a permanent and immutable 

grefs for refitting the aid of medidne. J Hijhry 
of the Difeafes of married Perfons^ is now become 
more neceflary than ever, and which, neverthelefs, 
has not hitherto been undertaken, to my knowledge. 

* MontBgne. Book L chap. xxix. 

^ fonOM*. 
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^ {omL.^ On this, the Doftors exclaimed^ 
•* What mull be the appetite and the concu> 
** pifcence of females^ while they eftimate their 
^^ reafon» their reformatioDj and their virtue^ 
** atfuch aprice*r 

This fingular incident is flill lefi marvel- 
lous than a recent obfervation inferted in the 
journal de Midecine. Ic relates to an old 
man, aged ninety -fix years, * who, having eC- 

* poufed a woman nhety three years of age, 

* performed the duries of marriiige three tm^i 

* every night, with as much vi^'our ss mignt 

* have been expcfted of the m oft robuft man* 

* I am fully confident,* fays M. Behr, who wrote 
this obfervation, * of the credit to which this 

* drcumftar ce is entitled. But, what fur- 
^ prifes me rooft/ continues he, * is, that this 

* athletic old man has experienced no fenfible 
^ alteration in his health, although it is now 

♦ Book III. chap. v. Vcnette, and, after Jiira,' 
the author of Anecdotes de Midecine^ fay that it was 
the King of Arragon who iffued this Arret i but we 
have every reaibn to give more credit to the relation 
of Montagne, from the drcumftances which he ad^ 
duces of this fingular caufe; 

Vol. II; 6 * thr«W 
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* three years fince he has accoftomed himielf to 

* this ezerci&i nearly every liight^.' 

Thcfe obfervations feemingly lead me to 
examine how often, in one night, a man can 
tafte the (Weets of phyGcal love* But it is an 
objefi which Venecte has treated with too much 
prolixity for me to follow his traces. I con- 
fider pleafure relatively to the good or the evil 
which may from thence refult> and by no means 
as an z&, that debauchery eflays to multiply, 
and which pride flill augments^ when men would 
impofe on us, in chat refpe^l, by their pretended 
ex^oits. 

Ought we fo place aiiy confidence in young 
pctConsi whofe aflertions are dilated by vanity ? 
Certainly not! or we muft prepare ourfelves to 
believe prodigies! There are fome of thefe 
who fpeak with much apparent flncerity, and 
who imagine that they tafle the delicacies of 
iove in a degree which but little accords with 
the tendernefs of their conftitution. Thefe are 
eaCly to be deceived by women who offer plea- 

♦ Journal it Midtcine. April 1757. 

furc 
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fore for faU. After the firft advances, a mao 
inexperienced in love, and who bums with de< 
fire to re^kindle fenfadons fo voluptbous, oftea 
becomes the dupe of amorous management^ 
and of the artifices in- uie among courteian^ 
He cannot Cuppofe that figfas and firced exta* 
fiei, are any thing elfe than the fenfible effeft 
of pleafure excited by himfelf ; he redoubles 
bis endeavours to participate in thofe tran- 
fports: but illu&on fuppUestbe place of reality) 
be believes himfelf indebted^ to lovd for the 
delicacies which they perfiiade bim he has tafled, 
while theie delicacies are no more than theefi^eft 
of a (edudive and flerile artj in which all is 
fafirinatlon and hypocrify..** How many men 
believe they have enjoyed the laft favours of 
fuch women of fashion, and who ne^erthelefs 
deeeive themfelves I 

Among the mdi whom vc(nit^ has caufed 
to Ipeak, we may place the Emperor Proculus ; 
fince, in writing to his friend Metianu^, he 
would perfuade him that, haVbg taken prifonerd 
a hundred Sarmatian damiel^ be had metamor^ 
phofed them all into women, within fifteen day£. 
It mult be obferved, for augmenting the £&i* 
peror's glory, that thefe damfels were virgiofi 
e a whea 
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when tbey fell into hts hmdB\ Qruchis hitf 
left us the biftory of a male domefiic, who^ 
in the courfe of one nigbt» not only flept with 
ten ferx'ant girls, but, at the fame time, rendered 
them aU fecund. We muft not forget the ad«* 
venture of Hercules, who, having flept, during 
twelve or fourteen hours, with 6fty Atheniao 
damfels, procured a fon by each of them; and 
tbefe children were afterwards called Thc/pi- 

Venctte, calculating in general the power 
of men, limits their exploits to the number of 
five for one night; and it is truly fufficient: it 
is even too much for all men, many of whom 
I would advife not to r^;ulate themfelves by 
this tarif. When I fpoke of the Tempera- 
ments, it was pretty accurately shewn what vi« 
gour we ought to accord to each conltitution : 
it is not impoi&ble, for the man of a bilious 

♦ Proculus Mbtuno S. P. D. Centum ex 
Sarmatia Firgines cmfi; ex his^ una noSe decent . 
mvi\ omnes tamtn^ qubd in me erat^ mulieres in$ra 
dies Xf^reddidi. 

t Tableau de FAmimr Conjugal. Part II. c.\r« 
art. a. 

temperament 
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temperament to furpafi the number of five 
embraces during one night; but it is certainly 
beyond the ]*>wer of a phlegmatic man to ati> 
tain that number* 

Many circumftances) independent of cem* 
perammt, have a great influence on our plea« 
fures: we experience more vigour in the pre- 
fence of a beautiful womaO) who H the fole 
objeft of our afiefiaonS) ihan with another^ 
who is inferior to her in lovelinefi;. A man 
will be more Jndted by pieafure> in the embraces 
of a fair-one whom Nature has favoured with 
thofe nothings which call oOf facilitate, retard^ 
and accelerate the inftant of enjoyment. We 
have eliewhere feen^ that the aliments, the Tea- 
fon, the climate, &c. are likcwife agents capable 
of multiplying in us the fources of pleafure, 
and confequently of &vouriog the aft to whig!} 
thoie pleafures refer. 

Blameable, then, was the conduA of fbmi^ 
Legiflatori, who endeavoured to limit an 
adUon by law, which owns no other dominion 
than that of Nature. Was this properly un- 
derfiood by Solon, that oracle of Greece, when 
be prefcribed to his citizens. That they should 
C 3 not 
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DOt approach their wives more than three time^ 
i month? The Rabbles, who bad nothing in 
view, eicept the confervation of the Jewish peo- 
ple, (Uted the duty which a pearant ought to 
render his wife, at one night in the week ; that 
of a tradeftnan or carrier, at one night in the 
month; that of a watermaoi at two nights in 
the year; and that of a literary man, at one 
night in two years. We may perceive, that 
there would be a variety of reflexions to make 
on this fubjeft, if the prescribed tarif was ri* 
goroufly followed; but an exaft conformity 
to thefe regulations, on the part of the men 
for whom they were made, is c^pofed by 
many circomftances : age, temperament, climate, 
(peak more powerfully than human laws. 

The influence of marriage on health, like* 
^ife depends on the quality of plearure,af I 
may tb(|s ezprefs myfelf. Conjugal duty will 
make lefs impreflion on tranquil ipoufes, than 
on thofe whofe every fenfe partake of enjoy- 
ment. Lafcivious perlbns ftill retain, in 
their eyes, the fparks of the torch of Love, 
after it has kindled their pleafiires; and we find 
l^oufcs, on the contrary, whofe inactive en* 
-joyments do not leave on them any impreflion 

by 
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hy the aid of which we might divine their hap- 
pinefs. 

We alfo obierve, that the tranfports ia 
which woznea have indulged, are eafier to be 
divined than thofe of men : is then the plea- 
fure greater which the^r enjoy^ iince traces of 
it remain) when it is pa/Ted? This que(lion> 
fo often agitated) and refolved with fuch little 
uniformity, is alone to be decided by a being 
who should be able to unite in himfelf the ad- 
vantages which diilinguish the fexes. Anti- 
quity gives us the judgment of Tirefias, who» 
havii^ been both man and woman, pronounced 
for Jupiter againft Juno, that women experience 
more pleafure in love than mexu From th« 
names of thofe interefted in this difpute, it will 
be perceived, that the incident is of a fabu- 
lous nature ; and thus the judgment of Tireilas 
fliay be con&dered as exceptionable. If we 
particularly direft our^ enquiries, in this regard, 
to men and to women, we shall diicover that 
the oppoflte fex to each of them is mofl fa- 
voured by Nature; according to the reafonvad-' 
dttced in the proverb, Ihaf a man always finfy 
the harvcft of hit neighbour more ^cautifui 
jf^tfn hit ewn. 

C 4 Ther? 
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There is nothing determinate refpeffing 
this objw£t Anatomifts deroonftaite that, from 
the ft. udure of the parts neceflary for genera- 
tlon, men are moft favoured in the aft which 
15 occafioned by thofe parts. Indeed, the lonf 
veW:\s^ folded fo many times on each other, and 
through which the feminal liquor is compelled 
fo cake its courfe, for the purpofe of difcharg* 
ing itfelf, prefent advantages which are noc 
difcoverable in women: the quality of this b^ 
minal humour, much more fpirituoqi, muft more 
voluptuoufly affeft thefe fame veiTels which ic 
is obliged to pafs ; and the delicate ftrufture of the 
organ necdflary for the tranfmiiEon of this li« 
quor* muft likewjfe augment fenfibility in thofe 
moments of intoxication. Thefe are our ad« 
vantages. Women, as we have feen, do not 
pofTels fo many, in this refpeft, as men; but 
the delic^qr of their conftitutioni and even 
their weaknefs, procure them fome benefits of 
which men are deprived. The parts which 
concur to excite voluptuoufneis, are more nu- 
merous than in men; and the agitation of fome 
of thefe, fufiice for communicating fenfation to 
all the others. One part, in particular, is en- 
dued with exquilite fenfibility, (of which I shall 

ipeak 
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Ipeak in the fucceeding Cbapter) and is the 
feat of peafnre in women. 

Imagination operates moie forcibly on wo** 
men tbdn men, as wdll in ibrrow as in joy^ 
their nervoos difpoficion i$ more Mreptible of 
impreffions; and if ftmck wicb vivacity, it pre-n 
ferves a longer duration under certain circunir 
Ibinccs. Wq may alfo iay that en}oyment)| 
with women» has more extenfive rela$9M than 
by OS. 

It is not eaiy to aocoqnt for the Orotic 
fury of fome women^ whoftf ifflpudiciiy is re- 
lated to us in biftory. The infiimoos Cleo- 
patrd, having aOTumed the name of a' cdebrared 
courteian of Rome^ repaired to a place of de^ 
biiuchery; and fuftained, lays Venette, in lefs 
than twenty-four hours, five and twenty len^ 
pounters more than the (aid coortefan» who had 
beeu elleemed matchiels in love; and^ after that, 
Cleopatra declared that sh« was not entirely 
fatiated. The sbameleis M^f&lina endured. In 
one night, the amorous efibrts of one hundred 
and Gx men, withooc shewing any figns of fa^ 
tigue. If we do not r^rd thefe relatioos 
as faboloos, it mult be admitted, that often* 

tatiQu, 
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tetioii) rather than pteafure, gave birth to thoA 
fingular debauches. We have fouad women 
whofe amorous fury could not be appeafed than 
by the carefTea of feveral men; but^ after what 
I have faid, it will readily be acknowledged^ 
that fuch afts mud exhauft the fources of plea- 
fiire, md drag dolor, or at lead indifferenoet in 
their tiain. 

^ All enjoyments are not alike,* iays Mon^ 
tagne: ^ there are confumptive and languishing 
enjoyments.' It is therefore impoflible to fet any 
bounds to that pleafure which reunites the fezes, 
or to decide on which it has the moft influence* 
Both the man and the woman enjoy their ad- 
vantages; and the former, whofe pleafure is (b 
vivid, does not conceive himielf to have been 
negleAed by Nature^ although the latter appears 
to experience for a longer time the voluptuous 
ppreflion in which he has participated. 

An English hiy took fuch great offencet 
on hearing it obferved that women had at leaft 
as much pleafure in love as men, that she madei 
a vow of virginity for her whole life : ;she 
avoided the men with incredible obftioacy, per- 
ftvered in thi; capri^ oil her eightieth year« 

and 
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and then died as she had lived. She left a 
will behind her, in which all the legacies were 
alldtted for young virgins. Her fyftein was^ 
to prove that the difproportion of the two 
fexesy in the pleafiires of love, is at leaft is 
that of 40 to 83*. 



♦ EJ/ais hijforiques fi? phihrophtques fur Je$ 
principaux ridicules des dijprentes Nations, Chap, 
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ON THE PARTS OF MAN, 

WHICH 
• SfRFE TO GENERATION. 



^ WE shall endeavour to enter 
^ into thefe details with that (age referve which 
^ forms the decency of flile; and prefent them 
< as they have appeared to ourfelvesi with that 

* philofophic indifference) which banishes all 

* fentiment in expreffion) leaving alone to words 
^ their iunple fignificadon.*' 

As foon as men obferve a phenomenon^ 
thqr haflen to difcover the explication. Cu- 

♦ Hiftoin Natuullc^ &c. par M. de Bufon. 
Tom,IV^ 

riofity 
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rkafity oerci&s kfelf on aU that appearl cod*' 
fcrary to the ordioary oourfr of Nature; while 
things more inlmfidiacely fiilqefted to our fenfes 
are, ibr the moft part, negiefted* Nothing, 
without doubt, is more ammon than thie iife 
of the parts which concur to generation; and 
nothing perhaps which is lefs known to the 
genefaliiy of meft, than die ibufture of thofe 
(ane parts* We enjoy the pleafure which 
they procure us, without wishing to i>arch for 
the oanfe in their organiiktion. But, if this 
tnodve cannot ekdte the carioGcy of fame per* 
ions, there is one, nevertfaeleis,. of greater Jmt 
portance : it is^ the fatjsfiftiao of being able to 
account for the difeafes which fometimes affliffc 
tiieie delicate parta^ and ^fo that of difiinguish^ 
ing certain defefi:s, which may oppofe the hap* 
pineis to which all men ought to afpire — ^ihat 
of being &tbers* 

The generdity of Anatomifls diftinguish 
the organs of man that ferve to generation, in 
three dafics, with r^rd to their different 
functions. The firft comprehends thofe which 
feparate the prolific liquor: under the fecond 
are included thofr whidi conferva it for fome 
time, and lerve as a refervoir; and, laftiy, the 

third 
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dnrd tomprehends the organs defttned to tnnf* 
mit this liquor to the place adapted for gene* 
ration. The organs in the ficft ciafs, are the 
tepicks ; thofe of the fecood, the feminal ve-- 
fkk$\ and in the third daft arecomprifed att 
the parts which compofe the penii. 

This ditifion & particularly adapted to 
perfons who follow Anatcmy in general: for 
confining tnyfelf to what has moft relation to 
my objeft, I shall divide thefe parts into es^* 
teroal and internal. The firft are apparent; 
and the others concealed in the capacity of the 
abdomen^ or lower belly. 

The part which dlftii^uishes the man ^rom 
the woman, prefents itfelf firft in the divifion 
which I have propofed to follow. It would 
be as inutile as indecent to mention all the names 
which it hai received, particularly in the French 
language. Anatpmifts call it the vtrik mmbtr^ 
OTpenbi and I do not know that it can be other- 
wife denominated withoot ofiending modefty *. 

* The Latins gave this part an infimty jof names i 
they called \t Penis, Hafta, Muu^ ^^^» Mentula, 
Pritipusy Caulis, f^irga, Fa/tinus. Tho ancient 

French 
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It is well known that the ancients deified 
this part under the name of Priapus. The 
Egyptian ladies wore it as a relic^ at the feall^ 
Gonfecrated to Bacchus. The Greeks had a 
model of this part, of an eftonnoas Gze^ which 
they carried in ilate j and» acc^ording to Su 
Augaffine, the moft honourable matron of 
the proceffion was obliged to place a wreath 
on this effigy, before all the fpe6bitors. The 
inhabitants of Panucoj in die notthern pirts of 
America, expofed a limilar figure in their Tern- 
pies; and the homage which they rendered if, 
cannot be deicribed than by impuriq^ itfelf \ 

French romsnce-writcrs, lefi delicate than their fud* 
ceflbrs, fpoke of it underfeveral names, which offended 
no perfoD. The iignification was well known of 
Zsnce virile^ Plftolet d'am$tir^ Gi^udijiur de h 
maifon^ Mddiateur de la paixy CuUivattur du champ 
de Nature. We alfo fiud many lefs honourable 
names given to this part in the Works of Rabelais, 
/f Moyen de parvenify le Di&hnnaire comique^ 
Jaiyriquey of le Rous^ &c 

• We find, in a fmall work attributed to Lamotte 
la Vaycr, entitled Hexameron ruftique, ou les fix 
jeurn^es pajfiet i la campagne entre des perfonnes 
ftudieufesy a difleitation on the parts called shameful 
in man and weman, in which are colle&ed\the difler- 

ent 
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The PhcetiicitD^j airo, made procefiions id 
honour of Belphegor^ chdr idoi;. and the High 
Prieft, walking fiercejiy at the head of his clergy^ 
held the manly par( in his baqd, s)od lowered it 
before the idol, 'an a mark of bomaRe. The 
Rabbies T^y, that the Hebrews, for affirming an 
o^th, laid (he hand on (bat part where circiun^ 
ciiion was praAifed*i 

The Monk; of Got^eron^ dependant on 
Periia) are fubjedted to a fingular proof, and by 
which the people judge of their devotion. 
Thefe idolatrous Priefis liave the parts of ge- 
neration uncovered: thefe are kiiTed by the 
women; wheot on shewing any fign&of fenO- 
bflity, they fall into di^race t. 

In Deut^onomy^ thefe parts have a re- 
Ipefteble appellation, [Feneranda]^ and if a 
woman happened to lay hold of them in anger, 

ent adorations paid to thefe parts by the Pagans. Rioian, 
Mtifhofographiay Ub. II. cap. xxx. may alfo be con- 
fultcd 

♦ Efays Hiftoriques fUr Paris. Tom.V. 

i Abr^t dt la Colle&hn dts f^oyages^ &^. 

Tom- VI. 

the! 
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the law ftated that the offending hand should be 
cut off*. Villandry committed an offence 
againft Majefty, by extending his hand to the 
private parts of CHarles IX. ^ who, jokingly, 
had fqneezed him by the throat: and d'Aubigne 
aflert^s that he would have been put to death, 
if the. Admiral de Chatillon had not obtained 
a pardon for him, after the failure of a fimilat 
application made by the two Queens and the 
Duke of Montpenfier \. The Caffrces^ exult, 
when they have cut off, in war, a great many 
virile members of their enemies: they make 
prefcnts of them to their wives, who convert 
thofe fpo^Is into collars for the neck, and which 
ferve to flatter their vanity. 

The(e circumftances are fufficient for giv- 
ing an idea of the confideration which the pri- 
vate parts of man enjoy among fome people* 
Having thus fcen, fo to exprefs myfelf, their 
moral hiflory, I shall next examine their Hxqc* 
tare. 

The Penis^ [ i, PL IV. fig. !• J is a round 

• Deut. Chap. XXV* 
' t jiubigni. Tom. II. 

Vol- U, D ; ind 
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and long body, fltoated at the inferior part of 
the lower belly; it is attached and adieres to 
the roots of the as pubis. The parts which 
coxnpofe the ^ifir, may be diftinguished, with 
regard to their fituation, by coDtainers and in* 
clofers. The firft are the skin, the cellular web 
that js remarked under it, [o, 0,0,0, PI. V. ] 
and a particular membrane, which ieems tq be 
formed by the fprouting of a ligament that 
Biftens the penis to the os pubis^ and which is 
called the fupporter of the penis. The skin 
which again covers this part, has a reduplicatioii 
to its eitremity; and it is this reduplicauon 
that we name the prepuce^ [ 2, PI. IV. fig. 1 1 3 : 
it is fattened to the under part of the fi^and 
[3, PI. IV. fig. I. 4) PJ. V. ] by a Ugament 
called the fr^nuih^ or fiUtmeni of the penis. 

The indofing parts, are the two cofermus 
bodies^ [ i, i, PL V. ] the urethra^ [3, a, 3, 
PI. v.] ^ndihtglandy [ 3, P1.IV. 4, PI V.]; 
to which mufi: be joined the mufcles, of which 
I shall prefently Ipeak. 

The skin which covers the penis is much 
finer than that on other parts; and this gives 
the penis an extreme ienfibility. We obferve, 

that 
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tint ftt there is ooC in fuperabocdance; and k 
was neceflary that it should not be fo, in order 
tofacilirate ere£lion, that this part might be more 
fiifceptible of durity, and alfo to prevent the 
exqtiifite feehngf which there refides, from being 
deadened dozing the friftioii that occalions 
pleafureb In vain would Nature have difiri« 
buted to the penis that confiderable quantity of 
veiTels and nerves, whieh there ramify them- 
fclves, [5, 5f S» 5> «> 6» 6, 6, PL V. ] if the 
fenfibility that they impart, were liable to b« 
fttpprefled by a greaiy humoun 

« 
The gland ii the moA fenfible of all tli^ 
parts which ferve, in maUi to generation: it is 
the* only firnf dependance of the penis; is 
finootb and foft, that it might not wound the 
female in the union of the feses; and the figure 
la which it terroinatesj renders facile its intro* 
dq£lion into the place which Nature has defiined 
to generation^ 

We may regard the civetnotiB bodies as \ 
two pipes or conduits, that take their origin 
on each fide the branch of the ifihiunl^ and 
extend themfelves co the lower part of the oi 
pubisj where thefe two bodies unite with eaeb 
D d eiberi 
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Other, for fonnlog no more* than one, whiefi 
tenninates at the pofterior part of the gland. The 
cavernous bodies compofe the greateft and mod 
confiderable part of the penis. We there 
obierve two grooves; the loweft of which re- 
ceives the greateft part of the urethra^ and the 
highefti much lels confidenible) receives a great 
vein and two arteries, caWed the pudefiJa^ [5, 5, 
PI. VL]. Nearly all the fubftance of the ca* 
vemous bodies is fpongious and cdlular; and 
two arteries, fufficiently great, penetrate thofe 
bodieS) ipreading on each fide sth infinity of 
branches, which lodge the blood in theie parts. 
I shall elfcwhere shew the importance of thefe 
cavernous bodies, in contributing to generation ; 
for the prefent it is fufficient to fay, that the 
tenfion of the penis is caafed by the blood and 
the Ipirits which flow at the inftdnce of the 
arteries and nerves into the innumerable cavities 
compofing thefe cavernous bodies. 

The urethra is a long and curved canal, 
that commences at the neck of tiie bladder, 
[7> PI. V. ] and ends at die extremity of the 
ghnd, [ 9, PI. V. ]. The commencement of 
this conduit is embraced by the profiaie ^and, 
[ 8, 8, PJ, V. ]. The interior part of the 

urethra 
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oretbra is very gloIFy and finooth: we remark 
in it feveral orifices, that are the conduits of 
the lower proftates^ and thofe of feveral other 
glands thac furnish a mucilaginous humour, of 
which I shall f{3eak iiereaften 

Befides the ligament of which I have 
Ipoken, that ftrwigly ties the penis to the os 
puUsy and affords it gr^at afliftance^ not alone 
during ere6lion» but likewife when it is foft and 
relaxed^ the penis has fix mufcJes^ three on each 
fide; namely, two ere&ores, [ a, 2, Pl.Vl.J; 
two accelerofores ; zndtwotranfverfalcs. They 
take their denomination from their ufe: the 
firft aid the erection of the penis, when the 
cavernous bodies extend themfelves; the fecond 
fitcilitate the emiflion of the feed, while, being 
shortened) they comprefs the feminal vefidesy 
and oblige the liquor there contained to enter 
the urethral from whence it iflbes with im« 
petuofity: and the third diiate, in their 
operation, the conduit of the urethra, for 
facilitating the paflage of the urine, or the 
feed*. 

* I deemed it improper to furdiarge this Chap- 
ter widi things that might have appeared as calculated 

D 3 .to 
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gives it the shape of an arch. If the roan 
cannot overcome this obflade, he muft apply 
forfurgicalafliftance: the operation that reme« 
dies this inconvenience, is very trifling; by 
cutting the frenum^ the part then aiTumes its 
natural direction ^. 

We have elfewhere feenfi that the ftate 
of the prepuce lifcewife favours or oppofes ge* 
nerationt and fometimes amorous enjoyments* 
Its exceflive length caufes fterilicy; becaufe the 
ieed cannot be tranfmitted to the matrice, by 
reafon of the friftions that weaken the impul* 
don which the mufcles have given to this li- 
quor. The furgeon may allb remove this de- 
feats by cutting, that redundant part from the 
prepuce. If this covering offends by the con* 
trary defe£l| but without contracting the penis, 
that peribo is then in the fituation of circum* 

^ It is alfo qertain that, in firft enjoyfltentSt 
^frenum of the penis may break; but DOthiqgmors 
will from thence refult than a flight hemonhage, 
which will (lop on applying a bandage of fine linen 
to the part, and by portponing die complement of 
jJi^alurc till another time. 

'' ♦ Volume I, Chap. VI, . 

cifed 
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ci&d men, of ivhom I shall fpeak in another 
place: perhaps they lofe fomething of pleafure, 
but are by no means lefs capable of multiplying 
the fpecies. 

Tbefe two flares of the penis, with relation 
to the prepuce, are two ailments that demand 
all the attention of profeffional men, when, in 
the one or the other circumllance, this paft is 
pinched or too tightly iaftened in its envelope. 
The firft of tbefe complaints is cotted paraphy . 
mofis^ an accident in wi>icb the prepuce \» £q 
rever/ed and fb fwelled, that it cannot be drawQ 
over the gland. I sbaJI not fpeak of tboie fo- 
reign caufes that may occafion the paraphymofisi 
fuch as vedereal difeafes, but that caufe alone 
which is moft c(»nmoiu Newly-married per* 
fons, and thofe in whom the gland has never 
been liberated from the prepuce than with dif« 
ficulty, are eafily attacked with this ailment, 
when they fommon their efforts for opening 
the courfe of pleafure. Tbe means of reme« 
dying this conq>]aint, and which ought not, on 
any account, to be negleded, \% to bathe the 
part in cold water, in order that the fwelling 
may abate, fo as to bring the prepuce afterwards 
adroitly over tbe gland. If this does not fuc* 

ceed, 
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ceed, recourfe muft be had^ as foon as pofliblef 
to an operation^ which confiils in loofening the 
prepuce^ by making as many finall incifions as 
may be requilicey for leaving it at liberty to* fall 
over the glancL 

The defed oppoGte to the one preceding, 
lis the phjfHofii. We muft fometimes have 
recourfe to an operation, for preventing dan- 
gerous coniequences, when it is occafioned by 
the venereal virus: but the natural phymofis, 
with which we come into the world, is not for- 
midable, except when, through the acrimony 
of the urine, an inflammation enfues. When 
it reliRs the ufual remedies, circumcifion muft 
be adopted: this confifts in flitting the prepuce, 
to Qppofe the ravages which it would make on 
the gland by its too great conftriftion. 

Men who, from the ftrufture of the penis, 
may have reaibn to fear either the one or the 
other of thefe ailments; thoie, even, who do 
not beMeve themfelves expofed to fuch incon- 
veniences; in a word, every man, ought to 
pay the greateft attention to deanlinefi in the 
external parts of generation, by washing them 
frequently. The febaceous glands, flcuated on 

tiiQ 
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the gland, furnish a humour tbat^ in thickening, 
forms a foulnefs between the prepuce and the 
gland. This humour fometimes turns to cor- 
rupdon> and dius impofes on many perfons, 
who imagining tfaemielves Co be attacked with a 
virulent gonorrhea, have recourfe to empirics, 
and thefe profit by the credulity of fuch men 
for exercifing their deceptions. Cleanlinels 
will prevent tUs misfortune. 

Some iingulap varieties have been remarked 
in the penis. 

An ItaUan had this part thickly covered 
with very hard hcN'ns and nails ^ The man 
known in England under the name of the Por^ 
cupine^man^ was covered all over, except the 
head, the palms of the hands, and the foles of 
the feet, with brifUes that had the conlHlence 
of horn : they were about half an inch Xong, 
and very thick; and flood peipendipular, h'ke 
thofe of a hedge*hog. This man won the 
affeftions of a damfel, and became her husband. 
In this marriage he had fix children^ as w^ 

^ Jaum. EncycUfp. Apdl X7&(. 

daughters 
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daughters as fons^ all conftituted as liimfelf, and 
equally . covered with a .horny fubftance. It 
mu& be fuppofed that this ipecies of favagCt 
for labouring to geoeratioD, chofc the time 
whAQ no obftacle could oppofe itfelf to his 
pl'eafures : every autumn» the bard bodies which 
fortified the penisi and other parts, fell off *• 

A woman in Germany) having been fa- 
miliar with a NegrOf was delivered of an infant 
which was white in every parCi excepc the 
penis t- There have been men in whom this 
part was double $. 

Krlbe (aySf that he Jcnew a man wboTe 

- penis bad no opening at the extremity of the 

gland) ttUt it appeared under that part« The 

Author -addS) that this difformity did not prevent 

his haviqg feveral children I. 

♦ Milanges cCHiftoire Naturelh^par M. Allfn 
Duke. Tom. III. 

t Bibliothhque de Midecine^ &c. Tom.XV. 
S Di&iottnaire raifonni d^Anatomii fi? d€ Phy- 
/Mogfe^ art. Ferge. See alfo itnatmia BarthoIinUina^ 
lib. I. cap. XXIV. 

I EpUmdrifies fAlkmapit. Dec. i. ann. 3. 
obC 9& 

For 



For t!ie remainder^ w# (bmetfmes find in- 
dividuals whofe perns is not perforated when 
they come into the world: id this otfe^ recourfef 
muft Be laid to Chhwrgetf^ for reptkiog the 
defeft of conformation urithcuC dday. 

Having conlidered Ae part which eflen^ 
tiaHy diftinguishcs the man, we come next to 
the Teftkles^ thus named ftom the Latin word 
#e/?w, which fignifies Evidences, becaufe, in 
realityy they shew the flrength and the vigow 
of man. They are alfo caOed DUimesy that is 
to fay Twins, there being nearly always t^o. 
Men have been feen, who have had three, and 
even four; and others, whom Nature had re- 
duced to one only. It muft not, however, 
be fuppofed that the firft were champions in love: 
the prolific liquor, divided into feveral organs, 
loft much of its aftivity; and obfervations con- 
firm, that men whb feem to Be fo well pro- 
vided, do not always enjoy the fatisfaftion of 
becoming fathers. It is otherwife with tbofe 
vrho happen to have no more than one tefticle; 
I have known fome of thefe who were exceed- 
ingly fecund, and to whom ( which is of im« 
portance to obierve, as will hereafter be feen ) 
individuals of both fexes owe their birth. ' 

We 
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We define the tefficle8» the ghndiiloii^ 
bodies inclofed in the fcrotum^ a fpecies of 
hegf [ 49 49 PI* IV. fig. 1. ] and ordinarily 
fituated below the abdomen. I fay ordina- 
rily, for we fomedroea meet with peHbns who 
have thefe organa concealed in the lower belly; 
and thofe individuala are much more inclined to 
the pleafures of love than others^. It, more* 
over, frequently happena to infantti that thefb 
parts remain fixed in their paflage ; and fometimea 
they do not fall into the fcftum^ [ 4, 4, PI. 
IV. ig. I. ] than till the time of pube/ty, 
of which I shall further fpeak in a fuceeeding 
Chapter. The figure of the teftides is oval, 
a little flattish on each of the two fides, [ i, i» 
R VI. ] : their bulk differs according to 
ages; they are very fmall till the age of pu« 
berty, bat then they augment in fize, and ac- 
quire diat of a fmaU hen*8 or a lalfg^ pigeon*a 
egg9 C I, PI- VII. 5, PI. VIII. & IX.]: the 
right teftide is nearly always fomewhat larger 
than the left 

• The indofcd tdUcles^ by rendering the feed 
abundantly more vivid, oondnually irritate the organs 
of voluptuouibefs: but this liquor alio cannot be 
mudi dilpofed to fecundity, fince it is not allowed 
time to attain a ftate of fuffident petftftion. 

We 
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We further confider> wfth tbefe parts, 
their iotegaments. The firft is the /crotumi 
and this is no more than a continuation of the 
skin, divided in two parts by a projefting line, 
in the shape of a fiiture, which Anatomifts 
have named rapAa, [ 5, PI. IV. fig. x* J: ?it 
commences at the gland, (where it is called 
the^Mi^m, or bridle^ and terminates at the 
anus. The ycromm, infide, is lined with a 
membraneous flesh, wfadch may be reg^ed as 
a real cutaneous mufide : this mufcle is called 
dartcsi and it furnishes a particular integument 
to each teftide: between the floping or union 
of thefe two fleshy integuments, a partition is 
formed, that feparaces the two parts of the 
cavity which makes the fcrotum. Tbedarsas^ 
as I have already obferved, may be regarded as 
a mufde; and to its contraction mufl: be attri- 
buted the wrinkles and the tightnefs of the 
fcftum^ We may judge of the health and 
vigour of a man, when the aftioo of this mufcle 
prefles the tefticles, and appears to make them 
afcend^ 

^ There are fbme Eunqyean people, who, 10 h» 
g^ing for negroes, ob(erve widi as much attention 
as indecency the ftate of the tefticles in thofe flaves 
Hm are for fale. They judge of die ftrength or the 

weaknefs 
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The other particular integuments of the 
teftides, are three in rumber. The firft is 
called Faginalis, [ i, i, i, PI. VIIL ] : it 
not only covers all the particular veflels of the 
tefh'cles, by clofely faftening itfelf to them, but 
even their body: this integument is again co- 
vered, in part, through the expanGon of a 
inufcle named eremafter^ which fufpends the 
teflidef^ and raifcs theip in the aft of genera- 
tion '^. Under the tunica vaginalis^ we re* 
mark another, to whidi the name peritefles has 
been given: it is a bag which envelopes the 
tefticle on every fide. Laftly, the third mem- 
brane belonging to this part, and which imme« 
diately touches its fubdance, is the aUmginea^ 
thus named by reafon of its colour. 

weaknefs of thofe wretched beings, by thefe parts, 
aca}rding as they are more or lefs removed from the 
belly. 

♦ It may, perhaps, be needlefs to inform the 
reader tliat, in the Plates which shew the different 
parts of the tciticle, thofe parts are fo prepared as to 
]^ve a view of fuch as they again cover in the 
natural (late. The tetlide mud be fuppofed to have 
been diilcded when the drawing of it was made. 



No 
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No fooner is an inciiion made in this laft 
tunicle, than we difcover the fubllance of the 
teifacle, which is whiter foft, and loofe, becaule 
it is compofed of an iniSnicy of y^ery fine vet 
fels, that perceptibly leave behind the colour 
of the fluid contained in them. Thefe pafti- 
cular vefleh are called the fpermaiic arteriesi 
the fpermatk veins, the lymphatic vein^, the 
nerves, the fecretcry ind excretory veflels; iii 
short) the whole fubllance of tiie tefticles is nd 
other than a web or knot of an infinity of fmall 
Veilels> the ftrudiiure of which is aftonishing^ 
Thefe veflels have their contour in different 
tnanners, and form feveral bundles, fupported by 
membranous partitions. Oti the upper fide 
of the teftide, we perceive a long body, the 
figure df Which nearly refenibles that of a ca* 
terpillar. It is called epididymis^ on account of 
its fituationi [ I5 «, tl. IX j a, PI. VIII. i^ 
a VIL] 

* The ahatomical preparation proves, by a fimple 
calculation, thac the wholf fubftance of an ordinary 
teftide would fumisla a thread of thrci hundred mflei 
in length; 

Vol. II. E f he 
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The fiibftance oC this part is the fame as 
that of the tefticle; and the veflels of which it is 
compofed, make an infinity of ferpentine con* 
tours, [ 3, 4> 5f R- VII. ] : the epidydimU 
terminates at the extremities by two eminences^ 
the mofl: confiderable of which [ i, Fl. IX. } 
is named the Head of the epiiijfdimis^ and the 
finalleftC a, PL .IX. ] is called the Tail. At 
thislaib commences, on each fide, the vafa dc^ 
fcrensia. [ 3, 4, PI. VIII. and IX. ] 

The uf? of the tefticles is .to filtrate the 
ieminal liquor, and Co feparate the blood from 
i^ as will dfe where be shewn:, that of the 
tpidydimis is to receive it immediately from the 
tefticles, for tranfmitting ic to the feminal ve« 
fides by the deferent canals. 

The feminal vejides [ i, 1, PL X. J are 
two membranous and cellular refervoirs, fitu« 
ated at the pofterior and inferior part of the 
bladder, [ 4, PL X. 10, PL V, ]. Their or- 
dinary length is three fingers breadth, and their 
broadeft part about an inch: this broadefl part 
is called the Bottom; and the narroweft the 
Neck, to which is continued a particular con* 
duit railed tbe ejaculator. 

We 

J 
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We may fee, [ 2, i, PL X. j the de- 
ferent conduits that tranfmit the feed of the 
tpidydimis to the feminal veficles. The ejacu* 
latory conduits are two fmall veflels that empty 
thcmfelv^es in the urethra, nearly at the neck of 
the bladder, after having traverfed a glandulous 
bodSy, iiifficiently firm, that embraces the neck 
of the bladder and the Commencement of the 
.urethra. This glandulous body is known 
under the name of proflata. V 3, PI X. 8, 8f 
PL V. 3 It is formed through the afferoblage 
of feveral other glands, whofe exterior orifices, 
to the number of ten or tvvelve, open before 
an eminence named veru • iHomanum. Thi 
nfe of the proilates is to feparate a fofc and 
oily huqiour> nearly re&mbling the feed, which 
lies in the canal of the urethra, and mixing 
with the feed in its ejaculation, ferves it as a 
vehicle, impedes the difiipation of its TpirituOus 
parts, and preferves the urethra from the aeri- 
mony of the urine. 

Having defcnbed the parts which, in inan^ 

immediately concur to generation, it is necef- 

fary, for rendering perfcft the idea which ought 

to be formed of this fubjefit, to shew their 

£ ii fiin3:ions| 
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funftioDs, and the mechanifin by whidi tbofe 
funAions are performed. 

It is ktio\vn that the feminal humour, as I 
have already obferved, is contained in the blood, 
like all the fluids which carry nourishment and 
feeling into our parts. When Nature, at the 
age of puberty, in perfefling her work, difpofes 
us to be capable of multiplying the fpecies^ 
she prepares the concurring organs to filtrate 
the feed, and to tranfmit it outwardly^ The 
teflicles begin this operation* The arteries 
and fpermatic veins [ 3, 3, 4,. 4, PI. VI. ] 
in uniting themfelves to the nerves of the tef^ 
tides and to the deferent conduits, enveloped 
in the tunica vaginalis^ form a cordon named 
the cordon of the fpermatic veffeb^ [ (J, 6, R. 
VI. ] that reaches to the teflicles, [ i, i, 
PI. VI- ]. It is this cordon that conveys 
with the blood the matter of the feed, and that 
returns it, feparated, to the feminal vcficles. 
Let us examine how this filtration is efi^edled ; 
an operation fo highly interefting, fince the con- 
fervation of the human (pedes depends on it. 

Before the fpermatic artery penetrates the 
tefdclc, ic divides in fevcral branches, which 

are 
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are aga*n fubdivided iiito an infinity of others^ 
[ ?9 3> 4» 4» PI. VI, ]i the blood which they 
contain, meets^ in the fubftance of the tefticle, 
[ 5, PL IX. 5f PJ. VIII. J that prodigious 
number of fmall vefleJs, of which I have ipoken, 
folded on themfelves, and co]le6led in bundles. 
Thefe veffels, very delicate and very long, [ 6, 
6, 6, PI. VIII. andlX.5;] take from the blood 
which every finall artery offers them, the finefl:, 
the moft fubtile, and the moil fpirituous parts. ; 

Tfais filtrated liquor is the matter of the 
f^d| which mufl neceilarily Bow through this 
aftonishing multitude of circumvolutions of the 
finall veflels for becoming proh'fic : it is not en- 
tirely perfect, after remaining a long time in 
the tefticles; it ipuft pafs into the part which 
is named epidydimis^ for there acquiring a fur« 
ther degree of preparation. From thence, it 
runs through the deferent canal, [ 7^ 7, PL 
VJ. J which depofits it in the feminal velieles; 
and after it has there fojourned for fome time, 
it then receijire^, all the qualities that muft render 
it afiually prolf&4 . Here the fpermatic vefTels, 
as every where elfe,- re-admit the blood which 
has furnished the feminal liquor; and all their 
divi(ions reuniting by degrees, they form a ^i^ 

E 3 gie 



|a . . ON THE PAHTS OF MAN, 

gle veflel on each fide, that again conveys the 
blood into the iqoft confiderable veins, ibr coo- 
da£ting it fucceflivety to the heart, and, after 
being there impregnated with new fpirits, to 
re aflume its courfe of drculation. 

After this short expofition of the manner 
in which the* feed is prepared, will that be con- 
fidcred as iU founded which I have advanced of 
pretencjed fccrets, of thofe recipes extolled by 
empiricifm, for plunging man into a torrent of 
pleafures ? We fee how tardy Nature is in 
the fpermatical operation, and in the coflion 
of the feed : is it, then, to be (i^pofed, that 
the laws of the animal economy are to be 
changed by means of aphrodifiacs? that thofe 
innumerable veflels, through which the feed 
muft take its courfe, will fuddenly acquire a 
fupernatural movement, fo as to e^^l» in a 
prompt manner^ the fluid which they muft pre* 
pare? If obfcene books, and lafcivious images 
of debauchery, irritate the organs of genera* 
tion, and provoke to enjoyment, it is becaufe 
the fcminal veficles contaip a flifficiency of the 
prolific liquor for aiding the imprefiions made by 
tbefc reducing ofaje& s without which, fudi 
voluptuous ipedacies would not produce any 
' ' . .. ' eflfeft. 
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cffe£l:« Let a inan who hat given fcope to the 
excitements of his imagination^ have recourfe^ 
the following day, to -every means recom- 
xnended by perfons who give credit to the fove- 
reign virtues of apbrodifiacs; and he will then 
fee if Nature is to be commanded. Could 
die farmer, wbeh he has cut down the harveft 
df his ^eld, gracefully demand of it a fecond 
crop in a short time afterwards? . He muft 
wait till the earth has regained its itrength, if I 
may fo exprefi myfelf: let him cultivate it; let 
him repair its lofTes: but Nature will not de- 
range the order of the feafons for fitisfying 
the avidity of men. 

I have left the feed in the feminal vefideff> 
where it muft be perfe6ted, before its outward 
tranfmiffion, in part, occurs: I fay in part, be- 
caufe a portion of this humour muft aAually re- 
pafs Into the mafs of blood, through the fine 
bnd tender veflels that have a communication 
with the veficles. The changes which ic 
makes in us at the age of puberty, demonftrate 
the neceflity of this reforbtion of one part of 
the feminal fluid 

E 4 When . 
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When this fluid has acquired all the per^ 
feflion of which it is fiifceptible, ic drives tq 
obtaia a paflage outwardly; and the figu that 
announces this want is, the involuntary intu- 
mefcence of the penis. The bloody . being 
impregnated with ipirits, and conveyed into thi$ 
part by the arteries which there difcharge them* 
fclves; is the caufe ef that intumefcence. Thi$ 
•blood fwells the cavernous body, becaufe the 
yems being too fmall to coutaiA ^11 which 
the arteries fqrnish, a part of the blood intro* 
duces itftflf into the cavities which I have ob- 
(erved in thefe fpongious bodies. . All concurs^ 
in thcfe circumftances, to augment the a£tion of 
the mufcles named ereSoresy and consequently 
tp fupport the penis in its ere^lion. 

The feminal veficles, paftly compa- 
red of mufca'ar fibres, and therefore fu- 
fccpiiblc of contra6lion, are preffcd on eveij 
pare, as well by the liquor which thipy contain^ 
fnd that fearches to efcape, as by other circoni- 
fbnc€s editing erefUon. The fphinBer of the 
' bladder furnishes a fixed point of reliance, againft 
which the feed an make no other than inutile 
f ffbrts : the orifice that leads to the deferent 
cana^ shucs icfclf Uiro,ugh the difpofition of 

the 
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the yabule which is found there; thus the Quidi 
prelfed on all fides, except towards the orifice 
Qf the ejaculatory canal, deilioed to carry thi« 
fluid into the urethra, [ 5, PI« X. ] enters tfaaS 
canal with . violence. The muicqlous meoi* 
brane of iht propaia then contrails, and the 
humour which it contains, being ezprefled 
from thence, prepare^ the urethra for the paf- 
lage of the feed. Thefe wo fluids mix in 
the part of the canal which the tranfverlal 
inufcles have dilated: but this dilatation. i$ only 
infiaDtaneoos ; for the acceleratores^ being con* 
tra6ted, preis on the feed which is lodged in the 
urethra, and caft it to 9 greater or a fmalier 
diftance, in proportion as the tenCon of the 
penis is more or lefs flrong, and to the quantity 
of fluid that is to be evacuated. 

This is the pure mechanical explication of 
the emiilion of the feed, and the manner iQ 
which it happens when caufcd by too great a 
fulaefs of the feminal vedcles. 

This involuntary emiiHon has fometime9 
place among men who are fubjedl to a conlti- 
pation, when the matter of the flool cannot be 
Qtherwife evacuated dian^by redoubled eflbrt^. 
■■'•-' To 
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^o occ&fibn thiSy ereftion is not even neceflacy; 
while^ from the fituation of the feminal vefi» 
elesy and that of the internal reSumj the liquor 
which they contain becbnies prefled ; it penetrates 
the canal of the urethra^ ' and is tranfmitted 
outwards without the finsdleft force* ' 

That which palTes during fleep, is' not al- 
together fo ftriftly mechanical as in the clrcum- 
ftance here under confideration. The fame 
agents operate in the emiffion of the feminal 
liquor; but they are excited by voluptuous 
ideaSi that offer feducing pictures to the imagi- 
hatiom It would be in vain if I ftrove to 
explicate the manner in which the foiil operates 
on the fenfeS) when thoie appear inacceffible to 
the impreffions' of exterior objefts. It is more 
eafy to communicate that which refults, in thoie 
delicate moments, from the empire of imagi* 
nation on the body, than fojely to expofe one 
part of what the builders of f>ftems have ad- 
vanced, for perfuading us that they know the 
laws by which the fpiritual fubltance afts on 
the matter. 

It mufi be confeiled, that the feminal ve« 
iciesy fwelled by the fluid which they contmn, 

eafily 
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eafily diicharge themfelves; afid that they are 
more difpofed theretoy when ImagiQation con- 
tributes to this plenitude. But how does 
imagination operate during fleep? Ah! how 
does it operate during fludy? Shall I demand 
this of men who would afSmilate ail phy- 
fiological phenomena to the laws alone which 
render our organs independant of a fpiritual 
fubftance, emai^ting from the Creator? 

When the iemfnal veOdes are filled widh 
the liquor to which they ferve as refer voirs, 
like the other receptacles of our body, they 
tend to disburden tbeHiielves, (even in men 
whofe imagination is the leaft inclined to vo« 
luptuoufnefs} if this liquot is fo abundant, that 
it cannot be reforbed by the fpermatic veins. 
Ic is thus that tears> filtrated by the lachry- 
mary gland, take their courfe through the nafal 
canal, if they cannot find a paflfage through 
the lachrymal points. But pain, forrow, and 
even joy, foffice for exciting tears.... I know * 
it; and if any perfbn will explicate to me the 
manner in which theft paifions aft on the ani« 
mal economy, I may likewife adduoe a rcafon 
why the prefence of certain obJ€£ls» or even 
their imagef, produce on the refervoirsw^f the 

j^eimatic 
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fpermatic liquor the fame eSedt as certain paf. 
fions on the glands defticed to the fecretion of 
the lachrymal humour. 

Let us fay of the fecretions that, in general, 
when * the filter is agreeably warned by the 
^ imagination, the fecretion takes place, even 
^ before the time of its funftion : as the (aliva 
^ that rifes in the moyth, at the fight of a de« 
< firable aliment; or as that fluid, the ezpref- 

* fion of which is more attefled fiill by its vo« 

* luptuou?prefence*.' ^ 

Such are the parts which, in man, eoncur 
to give being to an individual of his own fpe« 
cies. I might have eaflly dwelt on* each of 
thefe parts, and have shewn the precautions 
which Nature has taken, in order that they 
should difcharge their fundions in the beft 
poillble manner. The reader may fee, on 
this fubjedl, what has been written by Anato^ 
mifts of the lafl: century: I should, perhaps. 



♦ Traiti PhyfioJogiquc & Chymique fur la 
Nutrition. 

give. 
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g]?e diflatiafaCUon, by etacering into tbofe too 
proJix details •• 

In t6e commencement of this Chapter, I 
shewed the extravagant modes of worship 
which certain people render to the parts of ge- 
neration: I cannot, therefore, conclude ic 
with more propriety, than by relating a cir» 
cumftance which will evince, with lefs abfur- 
dlcy^ the impoTtance attached in all times to 
thofe organs that are adapted for the perpetu* 
acion of individuals, and the ardour with whidh 
women oppofe tbemfelves to a mudlation, that, 
without ipeaking of their interefl, aims at the 
deftruSJon of the fpecies. 

Daring the war in which the Grecians 
were engaged with the Duke of Benevent, the 
Marquis of Spoletta, his ally, commanded that 
the private parts of all thofe who fell mto his 
hands, should be amputated. This order was 

♦ Du Laurens, for example, .demands, Why it is 
not a bone that forms the bafe of the penis? Why 
this part is not an artery? a vein ? a nerve? &c. and 
he anfwers thele inutile quefUons in a manner that is 
ibmetimes pleafant. 

rigoroufly 
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rigoroufly executed, till a woman, wjiofe hit « 
band had been made prifoner, threw herfelf at 
the feet of the Genendi and thus addtefled 
him: ^ Sir, I am aftooished that a hero like 

* you, can refolve to make war on the wo« 
^ men, when the men are not in a condition to 

* offer refiftancef --^— Ig it poffible t0 levy a 
^ more cruel war, than one which deprives our 
' husbands of what gives us health, pleafure, 
^ and children? Whett you make £unuchs 
^ of thefe unhappy men, it is not them, it is 

< us,. chat you mutilate. You have carried off, 

* within thefe few days, our cattle and our 
^ goods, without hearing any complaint on my 

< part: but the lofs of that benefit whidi you 

* have taken from feveral of my companions, 
^ being irreparable, I could not do otherwife^ 

^ than implore the conqueror's compaflion.' 

The iimplicity of this woman made fb 
great an impreffion on the whole army^ that 
they liberated her husband* — ^ As she was 
leturning with him, the General cau(ed her to 
be asked, what punisbment she would have 
inflifted on him, in cafe they should find him 
again in arms? ^ He has eyes,' anfwered she; 
^ a nofe^ hands, feet! Thefe are his advan- 

• tages^ 



^ tageS) of which you may bereave bim, should 
^ he merit it: but leave him) if you pleafe, 
^ ail which appertains to me V 

♦ Traiii d$f Eumffuei^ . Part I. Chap. V. 
V. M. Aiidllon dtes^ in the place here quoted, the 
Authors firom whom he borrowed this flngular anec- 
dote; which cannot fail of pleafing, when its artlefs- 
nefs is coplidered, and the plaui-dealing fo confpicuoiis 
in the remoBftraivces of the coinpl;^ing wife. 
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ON THE PARTS OF WOMAN, 

WHICH 
SERVE TO GENERATIOH^ 



IT was not fufficient thai 
Nature had given organs to man^ that were ca- 
pable of containing his poflerity, or what tended 
to fertility; it ordained, alfo; that the woman 
should receive, in a fecure place, thofe predous 
germs which multiply the fpecies. Why need 
we continually fearcb, out of ourfdveSy for 
motives of admiraticm and gratitude towards 
the Author of all things? If we fix our at* 
tention, for an inftant, on the organs deftined 
to generation) what a wonderful ftrufture of- 
fers particularly in thofe of the woman I And 

is 
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ill didraftkm left tdmirable than tbdr ilnifturei . 
No AK>iMr has tbe prolific liqaor penetrated the 
matricet than this viibera» m dofing itfelf, be^ . 
comes an Inacoeifible place for all that is ex« 
teriopto it I there the infimc receives life, and 
there it grows{ nor does it come jp-om thedce^ * 
t81 the moment appofaited by Nature for the 
bkth of human beings* By what hws doe| 
she execute operadons whkh are fo furprifing? 
Vniat are the reafons addu<!ed by men^ for ex- 
plicating the mod uoiverlal aft of Nature^ and 
which she has the moft concealed from their 
eyes ? We ought not to enter into theie 
detaibi than after an eiamination of the parts 
which contribute to reprodu&ion. Let us,* 
therefore, examine thofe of the woman, as 
we have thofe of the man in the preceding 
Chtptet. 

Tlie aodents rendered nof lefs honour tor 
the private parts of wcuneDi tfaao to thofe 
pirto which chnraAerife die mao; 

The Sjiaedaos carried them with great . 
toremooy tothe cxS^nteSiThefmophoria, All 
the time thefe facrifices contiDued, it wal 
eoftomaiy to fend ea^ otber^ throughout thd 

Vol. II. F whole 
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whole of Sicily, preftnts d cake^ mide of mettle 
and Oriental oorn, that bad exa^y the %ure^ 
of thofe parts which- they wouki hoooiir. The 
Romans, when their morals were depraved!^ 
had vafcs conftrufled, which they tiled dlring 
their rcpaftsi ind to which were given the shape 
of the part that they worshiped with fo mudi 
palfion^ 

LeoD, furnamed the African^ alTerta that^ 
i^ a woman happens to rencounter a Libn when 
he is amorous, and niore fUrions than at aoo« 
tber tlmC) that animal bows his head, and, roai^; 
ing, purfues another route, if she uncover^^ 
to him that which diftmguishes her firom the 
man. This incident, which the teader mayt 
believe or difirredk as he pleafes^ tendidd to give" 
the Egyptians an idea th^t even their God took ' 
picafure in beholding naked women : thus, dur- 
ing forty days, the Egyptian females prefehted 
, themielves before their god jlpU with elevated 
petticoats. It was alfo beli(»ved, am»g tbefii 
people, that the fpirit of Apollo entered, through 
the lame parts, into the Sybils, when they deli- 

%,^Amm yitreo Hbe$ ille Priafo^. Jiiv*^aca.. 

vcred 
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Vflred the <mdte5. In all die places wkadi 
Sefoftris fubjugated) the exterior parte of ge« 
deration were reprefented on columns: tbofe 
of the woman) when he had vanquished the. 
enemy without much difficulty; and thofe of 
the maUi when he pad met a fbrmidabie qppo^ 
fkion* 

The venmible Father Alvarcs infortas u^ 
that) in Abyffinia, the young women, from mo* 
tives of gallantry) wear cMHaments in the form 
of little clock^) or beUs^ on chdr private parts, 
that hang and jingle at liberty. In feveral 
kingdoms of Africa) the women of the kin^, 
and of the principal courtierS) have thefe parts 
bored b'ke the ears: there they fix feveral gold 
ringS) and other trinkets^ which thofe women 
are obliged to remove when their fpoufes ap** 
proach them*. This luxury, which is extended 
CO parts where it does not ieem to be neceflary) 
f^ not etclofively in ufe among diftant nations : 
M. de Saintfohc tells us of a fashion that was 
introduced among ladies of the great world} 
U woinot folfii$ the hair of their head^ fays thil 

• Hixamiron ruftiqUu Vl Joum^e; 
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agreeable writer, whkh the$ dcmatfd wish 
rithands of d^crmi cokurs^I 

I shall divide the Parts of womin that ^ 
fisrve to generation, with refpeft to their fitua- 
tioD, into external and internal: the one are in- 
clofed in the lower belly, and the other are 
placed on the outfidc of that capacity. The 
penUf Mont Fenerh^ the great Upt^ the vuha^ 
the forky the foffa navicular hy the perin^um^ 
the nympha^ the clitoris^ the meatut urinariut^ 
and the orifico of the yagindf are ranged in the 
firft clafs. The internal parts are> the vagbta^ 
the matrice with its vefch and its ligamcnUf 
the Fahpian tubet^ and the oyaria^ 

The penil [ i, PL XL ] is fituated a lit^ 
tie above the private part: it is fomewhat ele- 
vated) becafofe it is formed of £tf ; and it ferveSt 
according to DionyGus, as a fmall ^isbiony to 
prevent the hardnefs of the bone froiD woondc 
ing in the union of the iezest« 

• Bfais Htfitfriquis fmr Parh. Tom. V. 
t Jnatomit de PHommt. Demonftration IV. 

The 
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The lUans Venerisy or Mount of Fenus^ 
[ ft, PI. XL ] to which the name of hillock 
has alfo been given, is fituated immedrnteiy 
under the peniL Some .Anatomifts confound 
theie two parts* They are provided witU 
hair at the age of puberty. We observe that 
the hair of women is more frizzled than that 
of damfels. It will be eafy to explicate thia 
difference, in obferving, that the drcumftancea 
which accompany the unktn of the fexes, muft ' 
very frequently ch«nge the fituation of the 
Mtsr from whence the hair proceeds. The 
'Ttirks, ahd fome other people» both men and 
women, |)ave none of the(c filaments on the 
body, excepting the head and the beardj be« 
caufe they take care to deftroy them, by means 
of a depilatory; There are other Nations 
where the people ere naturally deprived df tUa 
ludr, as will be feen in the Chapter ou Pti- 
twty. 

It is alfi) fiippoftd that ftrong indudlons 
mqr be drawn of temperamental vigour, from 
the quantity of hair that covers the private 
parts of the fexes, and even by its colour. 
We al(b know, that, in ibme difeafesi the body 
if entirely defiled of its hair. It is a fin* 

F 3 giMa? 
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gular obferv^iiop relating to a Polish womaiit 
whole hair^ oa the fecret parts, grew to an ex« 
traordinary lebgth, in a difeafe known in Po- 
^nd ander tlie name, of //tr^. It had grown 
to the length of more than a yard; fo that it 
^ould have dragged. on the ground» ftys the 
auiiior of this obfervationy if the woman ha<} 
90t twiiled it round her thighs*. 

The GwnaaEphemeris contains alio to 
fOQount of a woman tefiding at Manfter, whO| 
without haying ;«perieneed; any ficknds, had 
pn the, private parts fo coD&ifprable sr qwntity 
9f h#r, that it reached to her kneesf* The 
aitthor of thj; obfo'vation adds, that he knew! 
a young mta and a young wom^n, well con* 
formed otberwife, who Were deprived of haio 
PQ the parts of g^eratioo, and who never had 
had apy cbildrefi. The ftme bblerver fiys, 
that he knew another woman who, from het 

youth, had no other than white hair on the 

« 

^e parts, and who was always fli3riie$. 
. * See la CaUeSion jlcadimiqiH^ Tama VBi. 

t Dec. a. An* 6. i(S88. 

. $4/^/9; Obfinrat. 3DU ' . 

The 
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The greoi lips [ 3» 9> PI. XL J are two 
folds formed by the sktf; thefe parts ^e to* 
leraUy firm in girls who have had no intercOurfe 
with the other fex; but they become fofc and 
.looie in wmnen who have borne many children. 
The hair that vpib theie parts i$ not fb Aroqg 
as ti|at^f.,thp Mount of Veam. • 

The fpace contained between the two great 
lipS) 18 ^hat. we name the vuha^ or great chinfty 
Jo order tp cjiftjnguish it from the entrance of 
.the neck of the matrices wiaoh i& called thp 
Uitk chink. 

Th9 two great lipsi in qqiting at their 
^a^nior. party form the firk^/l, 4, PI. XI. ] : 
^therQ' remark a memhcaiious ligament that, 
^s feme Aqatqiuifts pretend» is found bent in 
Aaids, relaxed in tbofe who have permitted the 
jipproach of (hQ malc» aiid nearly always tojn io 
woofin who Jiave. had childrea. This liga^ 
-lacnt forms, coojointiy with the internal part 
of the ba£^ of the great lips^ .:a hollow which is 
^od th9 .fo£a:nay$cularit^, 

TbB:piriffaumA$ the fp^oe .comprif^d be^ 

(ween the fork and the anvs. It diminiiihea 

F 4 through 
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through frequene deliveries; and i$ deftroyed, 
event by tfaofe wlficb are laborious. [ 5, 

nxL] 

Immediately after the great lips, we dif* 
<»ver two flesbyt fi>fti and ijxnigious excreff 
cencesi called the nymphit^ [ 6> 6| PL XL 3 
becaufe they prelide over the water, and ea» 
dnS out the urine. The figure of thefe parts 
is triangular; and they are lairger in their infe- 
rior part than in the fuperior: their coloar,ii 
^Md,. particularly In young womeui like the comb 
of a cock, which they alio reiemble in figure. 
Their fize varies; for^ in ibme women, it ia 
fieceflkry to cut away a part of them» for pre* 
Venting difibrmity, and the obftade which they 
.o£Fer to the pleafiires of marriage*^ Tbfii 
operation is named i^mphnomia: it is attended 
with fome danger, if care be not taken to pre- 
vent the hemorrhage incidental to the ampo- 
tatiorl of theft exceffive crefts* In Afirica, 
where this excefs is very common, there are 
men who exercile no other profeflioa than the 
retrenchment of this iiipecflaity>. and vrtm or^ 

t Jaatomy of pionlfius. . I)eaioo(badM IV. 
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•long the ftreets, « Who Will be cut^?' Ih 
(bmd parts of Arabia and PerfiS) the Nympho^ 
iMua IB ordered^ by laW) to giris^ as is circuni- 
cifion to boys: this operation takes place wheft 
the females have pafled the age of puberty; 
Boty among other people, as thofe of the river 
Bedn, it is cuftomary to drcumcife the girfe 
eight or nine days after their birth f. • « 

Above die nymph^g is the Clitoris^ ^ j^ 
PL XL 3 • it is a round and rather long 
boc^. lb oompofltion esaftly refembles the 
penis, [ I, fig. 4, H. III. J there berog no 
other diftrence than with reladdn to the urd- 
tfara, which Is deficient in the cliMris. [ fig. 3 
& 4i PL I V. ] It has two cavernous bodies^ 
a fiilpenibry ligament, feveral velTels, two erec 
tpry nmicles, a prepuce, and t gland, [ 6, 6, 
7» 7f fig- S & 4* PI. IV. 1, ft, fig. 4f PI. in.] 
from whence it baa been nam^ the pmt $f 
ike wwtton. 

This part, endowed with exquifite feeling, 
is the prhidpal feat of pleafure in women dur- 

^ Didiemtaire de Chirurgie. Art. Nympkeu 

t Hift. Nat. of M. de Bufon^ torn. IV. JRf- 

cherches fut /rx Jmiricains^ part IV. b&% IV. * 

ing 



^g enleynieiit; for which reafony it hat ol^ 
|;i|]1<q4 the name of oeftrum Feneris «-— thv 
jfting of Venug. The cliioris is ordinarily 
fmali: it begins to make its appearaace ia girli 
Mt the age of puberty« [ 5, 6g. 2^ PL IIL ] 
«iid it)creafes in proportion as they have a tem« 
^erament more or lefs erotic^ The fimdleft 
^luptuoas citiUatioo makes ic fwell, by means 
of the cavernous bodies* [ 3f 3» fig«4i i> «» 39 
fig. 3i ?L lU* ] ; and in the union of the 
iexeS) it becomes ereft, like the part which 
^ftingpiiahes the aan« The largeneis of the 
^orh^ which Ibmetimes equals and even fur- 
^pafles, that of the penis^ has impetted fome 
wiMnen to abuie this part with others of tbeur 
t»\ Vain> perhapS) of this fpeciaa of re« 

* VOmuiifint, art. t. left. V. Phtoras iays, 
that a uronaii had the clitoris as hu*ge ^ the qedc cf 
a goofed aad Bai:thoIinu5 aflfeits, that this part offi- 
ficatcd in an Italian courtefiin, who had abuled il. 
Tulpius rpeaks of a woman, in whom the clitoris was 
very large> and who was publickly wliippedt and bar 
'nished perpctuail'y^ for having abufcd her conforma* 
^tfcn. It is wdl known to what point Sapho carried 
Aep#oo for pcifons of her fex. The ^onan la* 
dies» at the cpocha when all the morals wete cor- 
rupted ncbly ^Iedted the epigrams ^d t(^ fatires of 
• ** ' * ^ ^ the 



fiaUaiict to mills &;s M. TUfotf flnper- 
feft woD)eD' have been foimdt who icriQted 
HOC to fetze on the virile funftioDs* -— ^ 
Often have theft womeo been feen 9s violeotly 
in love with damfelss as the mofl impal&oned 
men^ and cmoervftig ev^ ebe Aoft Jiveiy jea- 
loitfy fif thofe who appeared to have tWedian 
for their iavounceB. For thi^ reafim, the 
cHtartM ha». alfi> hem otmed^ the /com of. lAd 

Tbia part, at leaft its extiemit^y nay b^ 
afflputated: it is even ordained as^an a^ of;Re« 
ligpoQ among certaib people, of which I shaH 
it>eak in the fijcceediqg Chapter. Ambnf u%. 
there are drcomftanoeay an ^riiich we mi^ 
lellore the health of many faironeSf if we 
could 4eaden> in the cliioris^ ita too vivid fed* 

tfie Pdetec that with which Juvenal leproaches Lau* 
fella and Madulina, may be ften in his iixth Satire. 
LudaSf In his Dialogues tf Gmrtefam^ cenfures the 
Ihine vice ih the women of his tirn;. Coelius Au- 
idiamis has named thofe women Tribades^ \^ho abufed 
Adr clitoris^ Plato marked them under the name of 
fiibigafrjcis: Aey have been called friSHces by fbme' 
odiewi and rihaudts^ oc frotieufet^ by ih^ French. 

ing: 
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ing: it i$ the fource of many private eiton* 
which plunge thofe who commie them into the 
iMri^miiS) and the other difeafe8.whioh or^naie 
|q volllptttoufnei•^ 

The miaofs urbtarhtiflB^ PI. XL 3, fig. ft, 
R IIL 1 Ctuated below the. f/iV^if, is, is wo* 
men, the condmt of the urine: it h shorter^ 
larger, and left curbed, than the* urethra in 
men. The womeos therefore, have a quicker 
difcbarge of urine; and we ^d alfo, in that 
ftrufturc, the reafon why they are lers Tub* 
jeft to the ftone than men. This conduit is 
environed with a J^n&er^ that fervea to re» 
tiin and to loofen the urine at pleafure; and 
wc ti^ oUervo alfo Axne glands, that, as th^ 

♦ From this extreme fenfibility, the cHtarh has 
been named gaudc mlki: the Latins alio called it 
dlbatarai teniiginem; cohimius; amarem Tgid dnle^ 
dinem^ m^ntukm mulUbrem^ and pmnem femiiuuwu 
Venene calls this part, la fougue & la rage da 
r^mour-^ths rage and the msdnefs of Loi'e. . I shall 
be excufed fur not giving the other names of the c^ 
toris. For the remainder^, its cxceffive latg^fs has . 
c^ufidfeveral women to be ranked as Ifennaphn)dites» 
while d}cy only diff^ed fbpim others in this part.-T 
[See4&5vPLXV,] 
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fra/lateif 4iftU a bumour which Iiit>ficaeef this 
GttiaL ' ^ 

trhe cbiimienceffleot of the condoit. of ptf « 
€licity, [ 9, Pt XL i, Bgn a, Pi III. ] is, in 
Aoacomyy named vagfi^a: it is attb caUcd the 
csteroai orifice of the jaatnQt\ Some Ax^ 

^ h is tb tiu8 bonaiut dnt we mult particularly 
iilcribe all the names wluch the lioeoce of maraias 
has beftowed on the parts which diftinguish the fei 
of die woman. In a Trais/ dci Hermaphroditet^ 
|)rintcd in itfia» with the Royal privilege and appro* 
badon, a work at prefent very feared, the Author, 
(M. daval, ^liyficiari at Rouan ') afier having repeated 
all the names givdi to this conduit of pudicity^ adds: 

* I have he^d it named /^/ti/cA^e and monument y fi*m 

* Father Anne de Joyeufe^ in a fcrmon which he 

* preached at the church of St, Germain -de- rAuiier- 
^ rois, iu Lent; becaule there^ faid this Preachett 

* die members become fofi^ and often undergo cario* 

* fity and corruption. St. Ic Vcneur, then Bishop of 

* Evrcux/ continues Duval, • called it the f^a//ey of 

* ycbofophat^ where the virile combat took place ^'* SiC. 
Chap. VIII. Du fein de lapudiciti de lafemme & 
det creilles j enfhfes. In vain, perhaps, should we 
Icarch for a medical book written lb freely and fb fin^ 
gylariy as this Tjeadfe on Hermaphrodites/ 

tomifis 
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toinifls affiMt^ diat a tnemhfahotis cirde» caHcd 
^men^ shuts the €hiok of the vagina in thofe 
girl^ who have not pennitted the entrance of 
any body capable of doing vidende. Others, 
again, deny the exiltence of the IryaeOy which 
would b^ a co-tain fltaric of virgiotey, if it 
were found in aD daoifela. In fpeakii^ of 
Virginityy I shall shew what credit may be 
f^en to the eziftence of this membrane, after 
the beft Anatomifts. 

The glanduU WfrtiPnwes [ 6, o, o, t), 
R XL a, a, a, fig. a, PI. in. j are fmall 
fleshy eminences, drcolarly diipofed roond the 
entrance of the v^gina^ where they reprefent 
the leaves of myrtle. In young viigins, they 
are red, firm, and high, [ fig. i & a, PI. UL ], 
and, according to fome Anatomifts, they join 
each odier by fome very delicate filamentSi 
which compel them to keep together; Maoy 
other obfervers pretend, that thefe parts are no 
other than portions of the lacerated hymen. 
If this were the cafe, it wbuld be inutile tl^ac 
we fearched for the glandula myr,tiform$s in the 
ftate cS virginity> While their prefence is a figo 
Of defloration; 

The 



The eidteroal partrof woinan» that fen» 
to giefieration» arc expofed to Ihme accidriils;s 
of which the mod: part, neverthdeTs^ are 4eti 
feAs of confcmaattont i^rhtcb attend indSviduaU 
from thebirtbi and which Cbirurgery may re^ 
medy. Sometimes the great Ups are fo imitedp 
that the ifsilwi canoOC be ohfcrved : we thea 
make an iccirion, for tbe purpofe of feparating 
tb^ti two parts v and the opetatkm U abfolutely 
tieceffary<» If it it a membrane that, fiddy^, 
fleps the eotffince of the vagina^ this conduifr 
muft Ufa i}e .cleared ; and we there mbrodiice a> 
canoEir in. order to matotain tbe openii^^t , A; 
girli being imperfi>ratefit>m herlnrthidirchacgedr 
the ucineaod the .mendrual Mood through ther 
Mitf ; and^ nevierthelefi) she became pregnant.. 
A$ she feit, at thcfe parts^ a violent HchJng 
aBd an ckcdffiveihcat, afaeapidied there Cre^vent. 
fomentations;^ by whidi mean^ tbe mfimbraner* 
that flopped the opening* was foftened; it; 
then broke^ and thus gave a paflTage to the in« 
fant« On the complaint of a man againft his 
wife^ in coofequence of having found iaviociblo 
obfiades to the confummatioa of his marriagCy 
the Judge commanded an examination* The 

• Set Amirtift Fart, Liv XXIV. chup^ x- 

external 
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eitefiial orifice was difoovered to be that by i 
fcM'tod natural fiesb, there being folely a hole 
tiat was icarcely large enough to adtnit the 
kitroduftion of an ordmary probe. Notwi^' 
ftanding this, she was pr^ant. A furgeonf 
cut awajr this flesh, which was two fiogera 
ID extent, and half a thumb in thicknefs^ . 

In tbefe tw6 dbfervations, it muft be fup-^ 
pofed, that there ezifted, in the obftaclea even 
to the !ntrodu£);ion of the penis, a condme 
capable of receiving the feminal liquQr, and of 
thmfinitting ic to- the neck of the nxatrice 7 
unlefe it be preferable to admit the iyftem of 
lildeBttffonj and. In that cafe^ by regarding 
the feed as a liqaor, whofe aftive and prolific 
parts may penetrate tranfverl^ the texture of 
the mod compafi membranes, it will be eaQr 
to imagine bow imperforated wonm have beenf 
i<ble to conceive. 

Sonte yotmg wotaen have been nnjuftly 
fdpefi^ of pregnancy, becaofe a membrane/ 
doiely (topping the conduit of die pudendamy* 

^ Bibliothique raifinnie de Midecine^ 6cc« 
Tom.XVL /M. ImperfeSionu 

Oppofev 



iifpoBbA itfilf to the evaciladdii of the meiltlrual 
fiux. Medical books are filled with fimilar ob- 
iervations ; in which we fee that this iocoove- 
iiience has always cealed, as foon as a paiTdg^ 
tould be given to the mais of blood that feemi 
to indicate a (lace of pregnaney« 

The teiiiee t>f die i^agSna is ettexiotls 
covered by the mti&les of the clitoris i and 
tbefe have been named accekratorat they are 
as the, /phinS^ of the vagiMi the orifice of 
which they bind and Ilraiten, under certain cir- 
ciunifamces. It ii 4iib by means of the& 
mufcles that (bme women poilefs the faculty of 
doGng the Sps Of the Tulva^ whenever they 
chafe. Under thefe muftles, we difcoVer an 
admiraUe net • work of fmall blood- velTels, that 
form a particular body, xidmeA plexus rettformisi 
bdow which, on each fide^ appears a glandf 
^hofe excretory conduit opens at the orifiee of 
the vagina. 

The ^nds which we find In this par^ ate 
ihere necefiary, for lubricating it, srnd to fact* 
litate the introduftion of the virile member j 
which would not always be eaiy, if the condbic 

You n. G ha4 
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had been deprived of a humidity thit iatiedie§ 
in it a too great ob(tru£tioil. 

The Parts of yfaich I have hitherto fpokeo/ 
feem at firil 0ght to have no other than a finaii 
connexion with thofe that yet remain to be 
defcribed; and, nevertheleis, their correfpond* 
eoce ia fo intimate, (hat an accident, however 
trifling, fcatcfly ever hsppena to the one with» 
out «ffe£tijig the other. They equally partly 
eipate in pl^fure) and, during enjoyment, all 
ihefe parts, in many women, feemiogly partato 
the voluptuous tidUation that agitatee the cU^ 
tfirh. This part, which Nature has mads 
the iieat of voluptuoufnefi in the fair-fex, con^ 
tributes nothing, properly fidd, to generation i 
but its a6lion has an influence on the matrices 
to which it communicates a kind of agitation, 
that is neoefTary tp it, for accomplishing the 
diefign which Nature prcpofed in the aaioa of 
theiexes. 

The myiiery of generation doe* not com* 
mence, till wc come to the matrice; till then, 
all is fubmitted to our £bnies: but here darknefi 
takes the place of light; and man, advandng 
ia this obfcurity, eGkys different iyflcms, which 

he 



he ftrives to fupport by obr^ryatiqn$3 that each 
bpe ftrains in a favourable point of view^ aad 
ivlapts to b^ proposed hypothefis, 

Of all the interior parts of woxiiaD, which 
&rve to generation^ the moH con/Iderable is 
the matrice. t 3i PL J- «. fi^ a, PI IV. ] 
Its figure nearly refemUes thac of a pear, or 
jin inverted bottle, being flattish on its pofteripr 
and anterior part. Thi^ figure changes in 
pregnancy, and is, at that time, nearly round. 
C Sy 6> 7f PI- ^I- ] With refpea' to the 
b^nefi of the matrice, We pbferve thatj in i 
woman who is not pregnant, it ordinarily eJt- 
tpnds to the length of three or four finge/s 
breadth, and about an inch in thicknef^. Jit 
is well known to be fufceptible of a confiderabte 
Mtenfion, when it contains the fcBtusi [ hi 
HI. fig. 1 & i. ]: In damfcls, the orifice of 
the matrice»is fo narrow, that aftiletto fcannd^ 
be introduced (here without difficulty, [ PI III. 
£ig. I & a. ] and its cavity, at moil, will cqn« 
tain only a large bean. Its fituation is 6e« 
tween the bladder [ a, PI. I. ] and the in- 
t&rn^l hQuni, in fuch a n^nner^ that its bot- 
tom lies high and backwards, and the u^ck at 
brifice is below and forwards. What I havd 
G 2 named 
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named the external orifice of the matrlcd, ii 
the vagina i but, to fpeak properly, the external 
orifice is the neck [ 2, fig; 2, PL IV. ] on 
which the vagina borders; and the part oppo- 
fite the civity of the iflatrice is^ according to 
Anatomifts, the sftual' internal orifice. It opens 
in the conduit of pudicity, by a tranfverfal 
flit; from which it has obtained the name of 
mufeau de Tanche — Tench-fnout. [ ij S 
RX. ] 

The fubftance of the inatricte is tolefaMy 
£rm in women who are not pregnant; but it 
loies its firmnefs in proportion as pregnancy 
advances : and we obferve that, in the laft 
months, it is principally composed of a great 
number of blood-vefTels, the fibfes of whidi, 
for the moft part, are fleshy. The internal 
furface is intcrfperftd with a confiderable nutn- 
ber of fmdll pores, and fmalt velTefs, which 
diftil the blood that is to be evacuated evA-y 
month. There we alfo obferve nipples, and 
fmall glandulous knobs, from whence a fliitiy • 
humour efcapes. Thefe lafl become larger, 
ibd exceedmgly fenfible, after conception, and 
adapt themfelves with the //^r^»w. [ 3> fig- ^ 
& 4> fig. a, PJ. XIII. 1 

The 
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The cavity of the matrice has three evi- 
dent openings) one of which correfponds with 
its neck; and by this conduit the man tranfmits 
thefeminal liquor: the two others, fituated-in 
the lateral parts of its bottom, are the extre* 
mity of the two conduits called the truwpets of 
Falopivs^ [ 3, fig, 2, Pi. IV. ]. Thefe trum-, 
pets have their aperture fo fine, when they pe- 
netrate the tnatrioe, as fcarcely to admit the 
the briftle of a hog» [ i, Pl.XIL ]: in pro- 
portion as thefe tubes are more removed from 
the matrice, they become enlarged, f a, 3, 
PI. XII. ] aqd form, ac fheir extremity, a mem-» 
b^anous and mufculous expanfion^ which is de- 
nominated* M^ pavilion of the trumpet i .the 
edge of which is terminated by fmall, mufcu* 
lous, and unequal dents, from whence this part 
has been called the fring/i of the trumpet. [ 4> 
Fl XII. -] 

This extremity of the trumpet is» in part, 
mitcd to two white, oval, and flattish bodies^ 
iituated at the fides of the matrice: thefe bo« 
dks have received the name of Ovarla^ [ 4, 4> 
FL L ] and which the ancients, and many of 
the modern?) have called the tefiicles of the^ 
Vmajt. . Thefe bodieS) interiorly confiderec^ 
P 3 appev 
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appsar to contain a prodigious number of fmall 
veficulous gatherings, filled with a very clear 
liquor, to which the name of eggs have been 
given : and the fpongious web, which fyrrounds 
them, appears to furnish each with a ipecies of 
rind. Thefe fmall eggs contain, according to 
fome Anatomifts, thofe individuals to which 
the woman muft give life, after they have been 
rendered fecund by the man. According to 
others, the liquor inclofed in thefe veGcIes is 
ah aftual proHfic feed, deftined to mix with 
that of the man, for the purpofe of generation, 
tfhefe two fentiments divide Phyficians^ and 
the reafons will hereafter be shewn, which each 
adduces 10 fupport of their bypothefis: 

The matrice, the trumpets, the ovaria, 
and two cordons named the round ligaments^ 
which maintain the matrice, are enveloped in 
two folds of the peritoneum, called the wide 
ligaments. Dionyfius believed, with a great 
degree of probability, that the round ligamentf]^ 
which he named the inferior ligaments^ ferve 
to draw lower the matrice during coition, and 
to make the external orifice approach, for ro- 
peiving the feed in the moment of ejaculation. 
This thought, fays our Anatomift, fpfficicntly 

accords 
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accords with what takes place every day : for a 
man who has a short peniS) or who introduces 
DO more than oiie half of it in the vagina^ 
does doc therefore avoid the begetting of chil« 
dren, becaofe the J^ments drawing down thd 
ftatrice, briog it oppofice the feed, in order to 
receive it; and they fometimes approach lb 
near the eict^nal orifice, that damfels have been 
tendered pregnant) akhoagh an intromifiion of 
the penis had not phce, the ejaculation of feed 
Occamog only at the entrance of the y^ 

The veflels of every fpecies, diflributed in 
the parts of geDeration>^are> as with men, dl* 
vided in numerous nmifications. Women have 
equally fpcrmatic veffelS) [] 5^ 5> Pl* !• 3 *<> 
which we afcribe the fame fun£tion as to thofo 
obferved in man; that is, the filtration of the 
prolific liquor: this, however, is queftioned by 
Authors who adhere to the fyfiem of tb? 
egg«i 

The parts which have been fuccinftly cx*» 
pofed, are fubje£l to certain varieties, that dci 

^ AMtomie. Defflonftration IV* 
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DOC r«2m confiflent with the ordinary courfe 
pf Nature. I have Ipoken of thofe whkh 
have been ob&rved in the cliforis and ^yn^hi^i 
but a fingular difFqnnity, peculiar to certain 
nations, offers to Naturalifls a vaft fcope fat 
refledionSf The Hottentot women have « 
ijpeciefi of excrefcence, or hard and wide skixh 
that f rowS) in them, above the os putis^ and 
that defcends to the qiddle of the thighs, in 
the forn) of an sip.ron. Travellers (^y the fame 
^g of the Egyptian wooeq, bqt that (hey 
da not fttfFer this skin to grow, burning it o^ 
^vith hot irons. M. de Buffon doubts whe- 
ther this is fo trife of the E^ptjan a$ of the 
Hottentot females; though, howeve; it may b^ 
(ays this celebrated Authqr^ alT the pa^iv^ 
women of the Cape are fubje& to this mon* 
ftrous difformity, whiph they shew to thofe 
who have fuffident curiollty, or intrepidityi 
fpr deiqandipg to fee or to touch it*. 

There are other varieties, which we find 
only in fome individuals* M. Uttre, in dif* 
fyQing a liftle g|rl if ho djed at ^e age cf two 

♦ IlJfioire Nature^^^ «)|ne IV. ij^x variitisd^ 
fiffice humai^§. 

^opth^ 
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BonthS) found tbat she had the vagina ftpa^ 
ntedy perpendicularly, in two equal cavfties, 
by a flesby partition; and each of thefe cavi- 
ties bordered on a particular matrice. M. 
Lictre prefiimesi that, if this child had livedt 
and been married, she might have conceived^ 
in different approaches, now through one and 
then again through another part of the bui> 
trice, according as the feed of the man had 
been carried to the one or th^ otiier of thefe 
caviti^*. 

In the Journal de 'Midecine^ we find an 
obfervatipn; that further proves the poflibility 
of two matrices in one fubjeftf. A woman 
who died at Paris, aged thirty*two years, had 
alfo two matrices, placed in the fame manner as 
the firft; and one of thefe, that equally merited 
the name of matrice, had ferved to the con- 
ception of fevjeral infants, who were all born 
at the proper time^ and peifeAly well con- 
formed. The mother, after having broi^be 
thefe children to the worid, conceived a foetus 

ann. 1735. 

t Mou* of April, 1757, 
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In the fecond matricei that cbuild not firetch 
diffidently fot the movementt and the a6cre« 
tibn of tiie. little bebg ^faich it contdoed} 
in confiequenoe of which the matrice broke, 
and caufed the death of the mother and thd 

Wt know diat the parti of generation 
l^enc iingdar varietiea in ifermapbr$diies ; 
C »» *» 3> 4> 5f ?*• XV. ]: but the extra- 
ordinary obfervation, communicated by M« 
Bauxy in the cafe of a young woman who had 
liot the fmalleft mark off either fex^ merits in^ 
fcr(ida in this places ^ It is sdread^ feveral 
^ years fioce/ fays M. Baux, ^ that my father 
^ tbd myfelf were reguelled to vifie a glri, 
f aged fourteen years, of an exceeding good 
f temperament) and very handfome figure^ who 

* was lb iinguhrty coniHtutec^ that she became 
f the fubjeft of 'our aftonttbment and admira- 
^ tion* She bad .not any mark of feZf nor 
^ the ihmtieft appearance of geoital pA'ts, or 
*janil8«^-««- Motwitfaftanding this whimGcal 

* conformation^ the girl had a very good ap- 
« pttite^ fle^ weir^ and trorktd, with many 

^ other 
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^ Other young perfons of her fex, at filk*lpin- 
^ ning* Neverthelefs, as there could not be 
^ ctherwife than an iiliie for the excrements, 
f Nature had formed it through a way the moft 
^ horrible and the moil unplea/ant that can be 
• imagined*.' Thus far, theft circomftanccs 
are frightful} but they offer nothing fuper- 
natural. The rem^under is marvellous^ The 
TeiDS» and the urinary conduits, were without 
a£tion» The breads fupplied this deficiency^ 
and emitted, feveral times in the courfe of the 
day, a clear and limpid water, that dfleogaged 
the blood of its fupcrfluons liquid f • 

♦ This unfortunate objeft, at the end of two or 
three days, ufed tp experience, at the umbilical re- 
gion, a dull kind of pain, which changed to very 
ftrong irritations, and fb incieafed, that qualms fol* 
lowed, the ftomach heaved, 9nd at length caft up a 
real exaeuieiiital matter. 

t TlieAuthorof diiSobfervatioUjWtewasaMcm- 
ber of the College of Phyildans at Nifines, &c thus 
concludes. ^ I have beeq a witnefs, with my fither, 
^ of the truth of diefe two fads which I atreft, and 
^ which I do not pretend to expUcate. I cannot 
^ fay what afterwards happened to this girl.' — See 
the journal dc Midicine^ for January 1758. 

Thi? 
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This obfervacioD, which is one of the 
moft lingular in the annals of Medicine, proves 
to what point our ftruflure may be varied, 
through the extravagances of Nature : it alfo 
proves the force of Nature, C^hich is of the 
n^oft importance to remar]c) that always tends 
to the confervation of what has exiflenpe, and 
that employs, for tl^s purpofei the moft ex* 
tr9ordiDai7 means. 

The ufe of the parts which, in man, con<^ 
dace to generation, is eafier to develope thaQ 
that of the parts t^f the woman. It cannot; 
be denied that, in the male, the teftidea ferve 
to filtrate the feminal humour, and that the 
penis is deftined to tranfinit it into the m^* 
trice ; while^ in the other cafe, the tefticles of 
the woman f 4) A$ PI* I« ] are regarded as 
being Gompofed of eggs by one part of Ana« 
tomills, and as filtrating an aftual feed by 
the other part of obfervers. Thefe difierenC 
opinions neceflarily throw into obfcurity th« 
ufe of the organs which we have defcribed. 

Indeed, if the woman has not an aftual 
fted, u'hich is problematical, we muft then 
fonfider the clitoris as the (ble agent of plea« 

%e: 
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ibre: but how can the dmple ere£Uon of tUs 
part form a fubftitute, in enjoymenty for the 
advantages which Nature has accorded to men ? 
The nerves that enter in the compofition of 
the penisi rendei* ks extremity of ah exqoi* 
fite fenfibflity; but ereftion is not ibJely fuffi- 
cient for. evciting thpfe voli4)tuou5 fenfations 
which give birth to pleafure. 

tf the ifvarid are, a^ the teftioles, deftined 
to filtrate a feminal humour, the Syftem jof 
Generation! by the means of eggs, has ao 
foundation; but thus we explicate the reafoa 
that the woman partakes of the man's embraces 
with as much ardour as himfelf. In following^ 
this fyftem, it muft refiilt, that generation, fbr 
having place, demands an exaft correfpondence 
in the individuals of the two feses that concur 
thereto.—— Ah! how many women conceive, 
without experiencing any fenfation thai an* 
nounces the rencounter, or even the flowing 
6f the feminal fluids t How many men leave 
a numerous pofterity, . while she who gave his 
offspring life, never tailed the fweets that 
accompany copulation I Can the humoyr 
t^hich fupplies the proftata^ and that e^refled 
from the glandsi which we obferve in the 

conduit 



conduit of pudicity» and at tbe.ofifiw ef tl^ 
fliatrice, occafioo the pleafure that accompanied 
enjoyment? This I shall by no means at- 
tempt to decide. I shall neitber aflert^ like 
a phyfidan who has made himfiilf exceedingly 
wdl known by his Works ^, that pkafiire ii 
6auled by the fiiraikfis q( the Valve, if I may 
thus eirpref^ myfeif, that shuts the paiTage of 
the prolific liquor, when it has a tendency to 
efcapei Pleafiire is, apcordiDg to this Author, 
a fianiation that has Sot its caufe an q>erati9n 
purely ipechaiidkaU independent of the aftion 
of the feminal fluid on the veficle^ in whi«h jc 
is contained. Pleafure, tbep^ would no more 

* lefemble a flash of Jightniog, tji^t appears aad 
vanishes in the fame moment; it .might in foipe 
fort be afcettained; and would ^ven becone 

\z foreign feoiation to what ordinarily produces 
it. — How! should Nature, that has. attached 

- pleafure to the aft that perpetuates the ipecies, 
render it independent of that aftl— Perlbps 
who have not readied k ftate of rpanhood ; 
tbofe who have never been men } or l^qfe 

: who are no more fo; would have advantays 

^ M.dc ta MHtrie^ dri d<fain d^sgarfm; 
Tome II. • 

of 



of men favoured by age, by ftreogtb, and by 
temperament! ~ No! Nature will not iuffer 
the fnan to envy the fterile pleafures of th« 
eumich t the firfl: experiences voluptuoufnefi 
in all its extent; and the la^^ no other than 
de/ires as impoiflant as himielf* 

It mud be conduded, that the immediate 
caufe of pleafure in wom^ is ^\\ unknown } 
or we mull adimt two caiifes by wluch it 
may be occafioned — the extreme fenfibility 
of the clUorisj in one part oi women, and the 
emiilioii of 1s>mi^ kind of fluid in the other. 
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ON PUBEktY. 



NATURE, by gradatioiw whkli felf. 
^oVe oearly always renders iofeoCble, precipitated 
iaaa fix>m the period of virility to that of old age. 
The palbge from infancy to puberty ii mucb 
inore fenfibte. The child, ^vanciflg to ado- 
lefceiice, more fufceptible of phyfical impref- 
fiona-i- while Nature, before this term, provides 
him with nbthipg than what is neceifary to hU 
nourishment and accretion — feels the prioeiples 
of life multip)^ in him by degrees. His 
powers aUgmdit; a fire, till then Unknown, 
animates his imagination, sfnd givei birth to' 
deiires, the eharader of which he inntilely 
ftarcfaei to cbftinguisb. The pul&tions of hist 

heart 
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heart increafe at intervals, and to which a gentlk 
languor fucceeds : the child, , diltarbed by the 
dianges which begin to take place in his cdfi- 
ftitution, is agitated at one tfme^ and at ana* 
tfaer becomes fotrowfal and penili^e: he does 
not abandon this fhte, till Nature, having 
achieired he]: work, Ipeaks clearly to the in- 
dividual. It is then that bis defircs have an 
objeft, abd tUat the man prefents himfelf da 
the theatre of thbfe paffions which agitate 
him. 

It is towards the a^e of twelve yeari witH 
girls, and fourteen with boys, that puberty 
commences the revolution which muft perfeft 
and achieve their exiflenee; 

A fort of torpor, fodietitnte acCoinpatiied 
with dolor, is felt in the groins, and which 
communicates itfelf to nearly all the joints df 
ihe members. They eipferienCe, at the fdidfe 
time, a fenfation till then unknown in the parts 
tf the two fexes that mufl concur td gene- 
ration: thefe parts, beginning to grow^ if^ 
gradually covered with fmall filaments, th&t 
veil theoH. TJie found of the voice changes jr 
it becomes harsh and unequal, and afterwards 

VotvIL H X fml/ 
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full, bold, and grave. This change in tb« 
voic?, which is very fenfible in men, cannot fo 
cftGly be perceived in women, beciufe the 
found of their voice is naturally more (brill) 
but it may be diftii^ukthed by a delicate and 
•ttrative ear* 

Thefe Qsas, which announce puberty, 
are common to both fexes: there are firaMs 
neverthelcfs, peculiar to individuals; fi;^ as, 
the eruption of ihe menfes, and the grtfwtb <rf 
the bofom in women; and the appearance of 
Che beard, and emiffion of the feminal Hquor, 
m men. It is true, that thefe figos are not 
a\ equaUy conftant: the .beard, for czamfde, 
is not always precifely viflble at the time of 
puberty; and there are even entire Nations 
where the men have ftarcely any beard; while, 
oa the contrary, there is no one people among 
whbm the puberty of the women is not marked 
by the increafe of the biealb*. 

The Savages of America, in genend, have 
nothing that faidicates puberty, beii% deprived 

♦ ffift. Nat. oiM.de BttfoM. Vol. IV. 

of 
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of dieisQirof thacbin^ and having, tba privBM 
pvits ^uncoRm-edw Tte wooieD, in fevenal 
cantons of thif part of the worlds have not; at 
any tinw^ the periodical dilcba];getliat eUewhero 
announces pttbeity ^ 

It wtmld tbeti> in Tome fortt be id^)c^b1e 
to a&ertaia the genexal epocha at which indi* 
viduala may eng^der, wbUe^ attiong the Sa^ 
vagesy that whidi announces the puberty o£ 
nusn and voofin does not mate its ai^earance^ 
I mean» the evidence of the hair and the beard^ 
and that of die nienilraa* The emiffion of 
the femmal liquor, and the accretion of tbb 
breaftsv may &>kly announce it ; but^ even 
among the Savages^ individuals do not attend 
to thefe marka of puiflance, for refigning them* 
felves to premature excdles I 

It M eflential to diftinguish natural pu« 
^ty from that puberty which I may be per* 
nitted to name faaitwis. This laft owes iC9 

* See les Foyagei dm Msrtm de la Hontattp 
feme II. Fayage au PdroUj dt Don Juan^ tome IL 
La difenfe des rechcrches phiJofiphiques fur ki 
Hmlriiains^ chap, IV. &c. 
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birth to dangerbus companyt tp obftebe bookf^ 
to fucculent alimentSy and all that is ca2coiat«d 
to inflame the imagination : the other is cbe 
^wk of Nature^ The child on which it 
folely operates, tranquilly &es die changes 
which take place in him : the precious liquor 
which forms the caufeg being ieparated from 
the bbod, returns there perfefted^ and im- 
pregnated with fpirits; and again purfiiing the 
courfes of circulation, carries ftrengtb and health 
into all the parts. Let us view the youth, 
already vigorous, who exercifes his body in 
agricultural labours : a foft down jufl appears 
on his chin; his mufculous members adapt 
ihemfclves, with fupplenefs, to all that be un- 
dertakes; nothing exterior acceleracea^ in him, 
the devclopement of puberty ■ - Nature 
operates for him what she operates for the 
trees, during the rigorous fcalbn of winter : 
we believe that they flecp, while she difpofes 
and prepares the fap* that they may yield pro- 
ductions in the firft heats of the ipring. In 
oppofition to this picture, behold a youth, aban« 
doned to thofe vices which are but too com* 
mon in fociety: his delires come before thole 
which Nature implants, and the d6l precedes 
the temperan;ent. Long before the term 

fixed 



ON FUBERTir. , Iff 

fixed for enjoyment, the image of pleafure 
has been communicated to bim through thd 
medjumi of multiplied efforts; and he is con« 
IHous of nothing more than this image. Vo^ 
luptuoufnefs is eondoded by Nuturci and he 
who anticipates her operations) enervates the 
organs, that, foooer or later, will reftife to aid 
the incitements of Love: it is a plant culti^ 
vated by vanity, but that, exhaufted through 
a too early ripenefs, gradually decays. ^ * 

If the epocba for enjoyment is not ge- 
nerally marked by exterior Qgtis among all 
the people of the univerfe; and if the man^ 
ners and the climate have more or lefi influence 
on Che precofity of puiflance; there is, ne- 
verthelefi, a time marked by Nature for each 
individual. They acknowledge the force 
that agitates the delicate organs on which po« 
berty has an influence, and the afiBuence oi 
the generative principles which excite deGre. 
In order to give a more perfeA idea of tbis> 
I miift borrow the fentiment of M. fiuffon; 
and we shall then fee of what importance it ia 
for the health} to be capable of diflinguishing 
the moment in which man may product his 
likeneis* 

H 3 'To 



9M ON SUBEl^TTi 

^ To nourifdi, to dsvelcf^e, and to «• 
? |iro4uo69 are the effefts of one fole and one 

* fame caule. The organifed body is sou-* 
f tkhed. by the parts of the, aliments that are 
^ imalagoiis to k; it deraJ(^es by the iotimate 
f jGifoeption of the oi^anical pares that ara 

* conformable to it ; and it reprodaces» be- 
f canfe it contaSna fome organicai parts of its 
^ cnrn refembUmceV 

From thefe fundameqfal principles, M. de 
BufFoQ draws general conlequeocest that em- 
brace all animated and vegetable bodies: to 
tbefe I muft reftrain my objeft. The noa- 
rishment whidi we give to the infiuit from its 
birth^ cQn^>rehends9 as well as diat which we 
iUbfticute in a mor^ advanced age, feveral parts 
which are not eflential to developemeotf (that 
are not org0fficid, to avail myfelf of the ex* 
ppefEoD of ^i* de Button ) and therefore are 
thrown out of the organised body by tran- 
Miration, and the other excretory ways* Tbofe 
ivfaich are organicai^ or nutrkm^ continue«and 
&rve to developemeot and the nourishment of 

• Hifitirt Nat^elk. Ibme UL 
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the organified body. Ic is very natural to 
imagine, that thefe laft, being extracted anct 
perfefted, as has been (een in the Chapter on 
the parts of man which f^rve to generation! are 
the caufes of repFoduftton ; whether it is, that 
they realty contain all the parts of thli indi- 
vidual to which they mud give birch', or that 
they alone ferve to render fecund the egg which 
18 thought to be inclofed in the woman. It 
IS Only by imagining the man in a confidorable 
degree of accretion, that we can believe that 
the fuperfluity of the organical parts no more 
finding lb much facihty in penetrating the 
texture of the parts, is compelled to re-flow 
towards thofe which co-operate to generation* 

This is the reafon that, while the body 
lOcreafcs and developes itfdf, all the parts 
abforbing the nourishment, there remains but 
very little to be conveyed to each of thefe 
parts; the body continues its accretion, but is 
not yet in a ftate of produdblenefs. If mu/l 
have obtained the greateft part of Jts accretion, 
and no longer wane fo confiderable a quantity 
of nourishment in order to develops itftlf, 
before the fubflance adapted to make the fe« 
minal liquor can be conveyed to all the parts in 
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the qrgaps calculated to feparate ' it ff ooi tbo 
t^lood. 

^ The feminal hqaor gets into and filb the 
^ refervoirs that are prepared for it; and when 
^ its pienitqde k too greats it forces, even 
^ without any provocfition, and during fleept 
< the refinance of the vefTels iq which it is 
^ contained) in order to efcapc outwards^/ It is 
(hen that man is in t)ie age of Puberty ; ^ and 
^ fhat the boiling youth/ fays Montague* 
* overheats himfelf fo far in bis harnefs, all 
^ fleeping, that he fatiates his; atnorQus de0reji 
\ in dreams -f/ 

Such is the Puberty towards which we are 
gradually conduced by time; and it willcontri- 
bute abundantly to our health, if we wait for 
figns of puifTance the lead equivocal, before 
we relign ourfelves to plcafure. In fpeaking 
of Sterility, I have shewn the advantages that 
will refult, for each individual, by retarding, as 
iqucb as poiI;ble> the facrifiqes which every n^aii 

♦ IIifi$ire Naturelh. Tome I\% 
t Book L chap. xx. 

owes 



OK PUBE&XV. laj 

ow€S to Love« 'We have viewed the cha- 
TzSter of the GaQ]s» amoDg wlK>m it wasreck-^ 
oned icaodaloiis to have a knowledge of wo<' 
mm before the ican had cpmple^ed bis twen. 
tietb year* 

Young men, that an inflamed imagiflation 
precipitates to pieafures before tbey^ are ca- 
pable of that indulgence, compel the matter of 
their accretion^ by violent a6b and oontinual 
irritations, to flow in the reiervoirs> where it' 
should tardily arrive. The& men dig an^byfi 
for themielvea on the road of volupfuoufneis; 
they enervate their bodies; the lofs of fpirits 
quickly deranges the fundtons; they become 
leans ceafe to grow, fall into the marafihus% 
and expire; or, forrowfuUy vegetating, ceafe 
to be men, at the moment when they ou^t 
. to grafp the xeins of manhood. 

^ The whole body, in diis difeife, grows lean 
and ponfumes. This ftate is Sometimes frightfi]!:. 
in the laft ftage, the body refenibles a skeleton ; the 
skin clings to the bones, the belly fink^ on the back, 
the vifage is pale and frightful, the eyes fink, thp 
temples fall in, &c &c 

One 
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One of the reafi»s which iadoce men or- 
dterily to beikve that women ^e^ toore ifaaii 
tiieinfelves» ioicliaed to pbyficat love^ is the ao* 
Goiamtiab.of puberty k the hit^&x. ItidMd) 
ID puiifaoce) they preceder the meoj and, in all 
countries, the girls are more precocious, by 
fome yearsi tbm the :bog^s. We find the caufe 
of chb d]i|)arity ia the conftitudciD of women. 
In general, tbey are jTmaller, aiid weaker, than 
own; their temperament i$ mpredeUcste; and, 
con&qaendy, they do not want fo eonfiderable 
ft time as men> before they obtain their accre* ^ 
tWL Men, being larger and ftronger, uhd 
hafving tbe bbnes: more mai^, wetmiQr ea61y 
prefume: that a ionger time is tequifite for the 
girtHirth; of their body. While it is only after 
the QOQipletion of this incneaie, it laaft for the 
greateft part> th«t the fupen-abundance of the 
nutritive matter begins to be conveyed co alt 
the parts of the body into the generative parts. 
ff <he two fexes; this mattor milft ptirTue its 
oQfurie iboner in wo&en than in men, becaufe 
tlne^r accretion is efibfted in lefs time, as in the 
total it is lefs, and tliat women are really finalleir 
tliantaen*. 



♦ Sec Pllifioire NatureUe. Tome IV. 
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in admitting thefe ideas oo outrition and 
accretion, ic is eafy to rc&lve »d €XpUcao» 
fivcni tk&s relative to generation. The pro* 
Bfic liquor is leb abimdane in yomh, becanfe 
the. parts, ftiU increafing, the natter of tUa 
humour is there employed^ Men, whoie 
body is lean without being defljtutie of ^esh> 
or fleshy witfaone being fat, are more proper 
to marriage tiiao tiiofe ^vAio have an imoior 
derate biiUdnels, andwtaofe Htneis is fupported 
at the ezpence of the fkmmsi Uqnor; becaiiie, 
with the Br&j the tetture of the parts being 
compvA, theie parts, tint, fb to igy, no more 
obtain accretion, return the nutritive matter 
to the ports of generation. By the fame 
reaibn, men become fi> much the more capable 
of proceeding to generation, as Aey approadbi 
nearer to their phyfical perfeftion. 

The example of .the animals ~ who, not 
knbwing any of the means which a thirft for 
enjoyment has induced men to eflay, an^ 
foUowing tfae^ laws of Nature more exaft* 
ly than them ; — ^ ought to afford us in« 
ftru6Ueii as to tbc time fixed for pleafures. 
Among the animals, at lead the greateft part, 
( for the fisbj with fome others, here form an 

exception} 
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(jfception) there are no endeavours at reu 
production, until they -have finiebed their grovthj^ 
aad the accretioa of dogs» for example, is 
Bearly complete, when tiie female becomes hot, 
or when the male commences to feek for her. 

The vduptuous, the er'aiic Poets, may 
yaunt the pleafijr^ to which love gives birth in 
the unpolluted fenfes of younj perfons, wben». 
^t yet knowing what vdnptuoufiieft is, they 
interrogate, it by foft incitements: but the true, 
and only pleafure, which we can for a long time * 
enjoy, is that which offers i tf^If to our fenfes when 
they are capable of making a return^ of feeling 
all its fweetnefs, all its energy, of favouring its 
ddicious extafles, and 9f prolonging it even by 
injiocent artifices. We cannot procure our-* 
felves thefe m|nute circumftances of pleafure^ 
if the organs are not capable of their fun&ions, 
and if they have not acquired their perfedion: 
and it is by no means in childhood that we 
mu(t promife ourfclvesi this felicity. *— Young 
snan! that would'fl remain fo for a long time, 
wait till your temperament is decided, before 
you rpfign yourfelf to love: you wiU then pro* 
portion it according to jour ftrength. If, at 
\he age of eighteen years, 3'oar vf in$ a^e fweUe4 

with 



mfth vivid,rfpiritai thit :fpread )be inmrefs of 
tbe deGres- qq your vi&ge; if the %bc of a 
beautiful woman kindles in your eyes the 
torch of love; if tbe wanton and voluptuous 
images^ whidi float in your imagination during 
ileep^ ilriie tbe.drowCy fenfes, and cimmu^ 
Djcate the fignal of pkafure to thofe parts 
which are the organs of it -^-^ young man ! 
iearch for a companion, wko will augment 
volupttioufiieis^ and share, it with you. 

Althougfa^ io general, we can msu^k tbe 
time of p.uberty at fourteen for girls, and at 
fixteen years for boys, this age varies among 
different people. In all the meridional parts of 
Eurc^, and in cities, the greateft part of girls 
are pubefcent at the age of twelve years^ 
and the boys at fourteen; but, in the Pro^ 
vinces of the North, and in champaign coun- 
tries, tbe giris are fcarcely fo forward at then- 
fourteenth, nor tbe boys. at their fixteentb 
year« Puberty is very precocious in the king- 
dom of Decan^ which appertains to the ilaces 
of the Great Mogul; for there they marry the 
girls at the age of eight years, and the boy^ at 
ten. It frequently happens, too, that; the 
fruits of thefe marriages are produced in the 

firft 



MB AM ramiTff* 

firft ynr. Cbildrw, in loiMtam: iit ifa^ 
wife cajable of matnaioor «l aia» or ten yooi 
ofagB^ 

Qfie drcmaftaoce titock gveailjr to dtfixm- 
pact thoft who attribute tlwie vtarietiet to tte 
jnflaenoe of dimte exduflvely; whieh isy cfaat 
tte fame thing ocoirs anoog a people Hdbsk 
biting a country where the cold is eioeed* 
ingly fevere; The Saaojeians occo^ the 
feptentrional part of the Ruffian empire; the 
fiate of wUch may be eafi^ conpdMd: every* 
where» frozen moaSo^ frightfiil deferts, and 
inoBataina covered vkh ice and: fiov, appeat 
to the view; it is tbecaldeft and the rooft 
horrible of all the inhabited countries of our 
Continent: Thcrej Nature feems only to 
hare made a rough sketch of animated beiogs, 
fince, after the rdations of trafellenfy the 
men and women of this country are eitremely 
ugly; nor is there any perceptible diflinonoa 

a Milanges curimi & intirefinuy &c; tDne' 
IX. See alio what we have iaid on this fiilgeft in 
the laft Chd|>tcr of the firft Volume. 

t MiUnges curiiux & intirefpuni^ &c. tonuH. 

itf 



la tbe plisConoQiy pf the &zes. Kotwldifhnd- 
log thiq^ pAibmy 18 procodov amoi^ tlwlc! 
individuals : gltls tbere^ far the looft put* 
are mothers at tbe age of eleves or (welve 
Shears; ofy to /peak with more propriety, a 
girJ oeafes to be io as iboo as she can waUr; 
and a boy^ of twelve years^ is able to lejoio^ 
his fathefi who would be a youog man in our 
dimate) by ptefisutiug him Ims graodfoo. 

It cannot be fuppofed that Nature im 
favoured tbefe people, Jn accelerating puberty 
among tbmu Tbe& wonea^ & precodous 
in reprodu^on> and who^ as we have foa^ 
became mothers at tbe ^ of sine o( ceiv 
and ioiqetisBes eight years % ceaie to be capable 
of generation before they reach thek thirtieth 
year, feeliog^.at that period, aU the i«firmiti^ 
of old ag^; for tbe premature ufe orpleafure, 
in countries even where Nature feems to have 
advanced tbe moment ia which it m^ be fer*- 

• Manddshof law, ia the Indies, a girl whofe 

breafts weie fenned at the end of hex fccDndyear; 

she had her courfes r^lar when three years of age; 

* and, in her fifth, was delivered. Sec Je Di&, ralfonnd 

^AnatomU^ &c. art. Regles. 

tile, 
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• 

tSe^ baflens the term of our deftru6Uod. 
Although the Negroes of Gainea poflTds a very 
good and firm fiate of health, they raiely ever 
live to ah advanced age : they appear <dd at 
forty. -^ Ah! can we, for this, accafe 
them of any thing elfe than the eicefs of 
debauchery, particularly with women? No* 
thing is fo uncommon, fays M. de Buffbn, ad 
to find a ^rl ainong thefe people who can re« 
colleft the time in whieh she ceafed to be a 
virgin •! 

The forward ftiberty, which I baV^e 
diftinguisbed by fadhhus and natural^ de- 
pends on the climate and the morals. It i% 
not furprifing that Nature, in warm climates, 
prepares thofe germs quickly, which, every- 
where elfe, muft be tardily produced. If, 
aipong certain people, [ the Samojedans, for 
example] individuals are pubefcent, at an age 
which railes aftonishment, under fo rigor* 
ous a ch*mace, the caufe of it muft be fought 
lor in the moraTs. Indeed, men whonl the 
ezceflive coid obliges to refide, nearly all thd 

♦ See FHifioirc Naturei/e. Tom. VL 

year, 
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year, in hutS) where the whole family^ being 
prefled together dofdy^ has nothing to conceal 
from each of the hoembers of which ic is com* 
pofed^ muft: neceflarily witne/s tranfadiotis, from 
their tendereft youth, calculated to irritate the 
dcfires. M. VAbbi Chappe has very properl^ 
remarked this in his Journey through Ruffi^. 
He Gm that unbridled debauchery reigned 
among the youth, m different provinces of 
that exten&ve empire^ where the cold is fd 
extremely rigorous* * The manner in whleh 

* thefe people live in their cottages,' fays our 
Academician *, ^ is exceedingly weJi talculated 
^ to accelerate the delapidation of the humad 

* fpecies, in confequence of the excefs 6f li- 

* bertinifm which thofe manners occafion there: 

* They are ignoratjt of the ufe of beds^ flisetii 

* ing pell-mell, and nearly naked, on the ftoVeg 
^ and the benches; fo that the fathers and 

* mothers cannot enjoy the rights of riiarriage 

* without the privity of their children. Youth, 
^ more early infiru6led here than in otheif 

* countries, acquire fo much facility, that they 
^ are unable to reOIl thefe allurements to dif. 

^rybjage en Sibcrie^ &c. Tome L 

Vol. II; 1 ^ foliitenfei' 
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* fbluteaefs. Thus are they obliged to many 
< them at aa early period, in order to prevent 
^ the ill effefis of a pernidous example/ 

This corruption of morale furnishes ft 
reafon for the 'precocious puberty of Comt 
people of the North; while, according to the 
opinion of nearly all Philofophers^ the tempe« 
rament a£b leis in the northern climates than 
in thofe of the fouch. The fcptentrional 
inhabitants are lefi impelled to love; the fen* 
timent of which is chafte and legitimate among 
them, fays TAbb^ Chappe, further!, and nearly 
always criminal among the meridional people* 

Men will, then, be fooner pubefdent in 
confequence of the heat of climate, and like* 
wife by reafon. of the depravation of morale. 
They will alfo be more robuft, by reafon of 
that which retards puberty, whether it be 
from the influence of climate or morals* 

Sometimes we fee, under our dimate, ex* 
amples of precocious Puberty. The cele- 

♦ Idm. 

brated 
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i>rated Joubert, Chancellor of the tJnl^erfity 
of Montpellier, iaw, in Oafconyi a girl named 
^anne de Feirie^ who brought a duld into 
the world at the end of her ninth year. St^ 
Jerome informs us^ that a boy no more than 
ten years oi age^ shared the plea/ores of lovfi 
with a nutfcj who happened to be his bed* * 
ielloiilr, and that at length she became preg- 
liant^. In a viUage which lies (ik or feven 
miles from Ypres, a girl under nine years of 
age» was, in 1684, fafely delivered of a lufty 
boy. The age of this young mother wzi 
fully afcertained by the fiaptifinal Reg]flerf# 
It is no long time fince we were afTured that: 
Paris had given an example of this fpedes of 
phenomenon. I mentioned the occurrence! 
in my firft edition, after the general ruxbouf 
thSat Was circulated in that city, where I then 
was, and where no perfon feemed to doubt 
the truth of this lingular event. Let us fpeali 
after M. Savary, then Phyfician to the King^ 
wbOj in refuting . tales that had viiibly (he 
mark of faifehood, shews not the fmalieft fa-^ 

• ♦ Tableau de P Amour tonjiigaU part II. thfl^.' 
m. art a. Traiti det Eunufu$i\, part IL chapi lit 

t journal des Sarans. May 1084; 

I> ¥oirf 



vour to the one here noticed. < Did not 
all the inhabitants of Paris/ (ays he^ < run 
in crowds— to fee a little girl, eight years 
of age, who was tutored to afTume a Hate 
of pregnancy? They law, or fuppofcd 
they faw, all the external figns peculiar to 
that condition : all 'the details of the rape^ 
the pregnancy^ the delivery^ and the Ce/a^ 
rian operation, were printed in the form of 
a relation; and the newfpapers announced 
the matter, with all iu circumllances, nam- 
ing even the midwife, and the godfather 
and godmothen... Neverthelefi, this pre* 
tended wonder was no more than an impo« 
iition, contrived by the mother of the child, 
for gaining money at the expence of cre- 
dulous perfons ♦♦ 

It is more common to obferve young 
girls, in whom the eruption of the.menftrua 
feemingly announces a puberty the moil: pre* 
cocious: but we ought not to regard tbofe as 
pubefcent, who have only this fingle fyinptooi« 

♦ See the Preface to Vol. VII. of the Colieahn^ 
jlcad^mique^ foreign partj and the lirft of the fo 
paiute Medicine* 

A little 
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A little girl, one year old, enjoyed a good 
ftate of health, and was, at that age, iUbjeft to 
the periodical difcbarge common to daxnfels^ 
who reach the age of puberty* Some phy- 
fjcians have obferved the menfes in girls, from 
the period of their birth, without interruption* 
They have been ieen to appear at fix months, 
at two, thre^, and five years, &c.« in girls 
who equally enjoyed good health^. An in* 
fant, of four years, had the breafts, and the 
parts which charaderife her* fez, formed as in 
a young womun at the age of eighteen: she 
was three feet and half higfat* The fime 
author of whom I borrowed this obfervation, 
gives the hiftory of a child, no more than fix 
months old, who began to walk: at the end 
of his fourth year, he appeared capable of 
generation ; and, in his feventh, he had a 
beard, and the llature of a man. Anothet 
infant, at four years of age, was four feet eight 

♦ See les Obfervations rartt de Midicine^ 
iAnatmte^ &c. by V^n der tyiel^ tome I. Lt 
Jeurnal d€s Savant^ Feb. 1683. ^ ColUQtQn 
jfcadifnique^ tome L page 196* tome III, page is^ 
& 263. &c. &c. 

t Biblhthiqui choifie de Midecincj tome L art. 

ACCB0VS£M£NT. 
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ioches and half Iiigb. He took up buDdlei 
of bay, eadi w«tghiog fifty pouh^ wUdi he 
tbrev^ into th^ horieraok^ 

Ip the enviroiM of Prague, a child was 
born, in whom Nature had fo far hailened 
the term of devel^pement, that, at the age of 
three yeart, he threshed com in the barn, and 
was capable of enduring the hardeft labour of 
the fieldf even as the moft robuft country^ 
men. At this age his beard began to grow, 
and the other parts that have hair, appeared^ 
in him, to be already provided with thofe 
filaments* At twelve year; smd half, he was 
a full-grown, large, robufl man; and earneftiy 
feguefted that he Qiight be permitted Xo marry ti^ 

A woman, in the diocefb of Mans, was 
delivered of a male child, who, at the birth, 
had a great quantity of white hair on his head^ 
When fix months old, the head and the trunk 
of the body were alfo as large as in a man 
of thirty; and the parts of generation, co* 
yered with very thick and very long hair, 

♦ ^plleSion Jcadimiquf. Tome III. p. 667, 

wer^ 
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were gifted with certain movements that are 
not common to infonta. He died at the age of 
four years*. 

In the month of July^ 1752, a boy was 
born at Cahors, whoi towards his fourth year> 
might have been confidered as completely pu« 
befcent. The generative parts had then ac<* 
qnired their bignelsy and all the exterior fonUf 
exoBlyj well confirmed^ which they ought to 
have in a map of thirty years. He bad thai 
a decided propeafity for the female fex. He 
loved» fays the Fhylician who communicated 
this obfervatiouy to find himfelf in tht com^ 
pany of girls, particularly when they were 
marriageable\ and^at thofe times, hemanifefted 
all the external figns of a very ferious paf- 
Hon. His infantile phyflognomy, and his 
reafon, but little more formed than is common 
in children of his age, offered a fiogular con* 
trad wjth his paffionate deportment and hi^ 
amorous defires. His voice was no leis mar« 
vellous than the reft, being of the pitch of 8 
Qounterteoor f, &c« &c. 

♦ Journal de$ Savans. February itfja. 
f This obfervatioD, commpnicated by M« Fagis 
I 4 ^ 
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After the eftablished principles with ra^ 
gard to the nutrition and accretion of drt 
body, thefe fingolar examples are not eafily to 
be eiplicated. ■ Ah! who would undertake 
it? That which is extraordinary, does not 
come within the J^ws of Nature; and is there** 
fore inexpUcable. The ph]^cian who fludietf 
the formation^ the developement, and the ac« 
pretion of organifed being^^ in Nature always 
(Conftant and uniform, may fometimes expli-- 
(Ate their operations; but if he confiders them 
in their extravagances, he will be conflrained to 
acknowledge bis inability. Ic.is with extra- 
ordinary corporal faculties, nearly as with tho(e 
of the mind: fome children have given^ in 

fie Cazdles, Phyfician to the King at Cahors, is in- 
ferted in the journal de Midecine^ for the mouth of 
January 1759. We may there fee what was this 
extraordinary child's extent of voice^ his ftrength, &c. 
'tiicfe being details which might have appeared foreign to 
my objeft. We find likewife, in the fame Journal^ 
CSeptember 1757O the hiftory of a very precocious 
infant, ivrittep by M. Nicolas du S^ulfoy, Phyficiaq 
at Fougeres, The foon of the parts d£ generation 
in this child, from the age of three years, were fo 
adapted, that thej' mipht have done honour to an ac- 
complished man. 

the 



the ttadereft age, proofs of fagacity, and of 
the elevation of their genius; but no perfoa 
has been able to favour tb^ world with an 
explanation of tfaefe prodigiei«»thofe whoob^ 
ferved them havfog contented themfelves with 
corooiunfpatmg the drcumilances as tfaey oc- 
curred •. We ..are neceffitated to aft in the 
lame ^manner, with regard to the men whom 
Nature, it may be faid, would finish^ nearly isi 
inaking a fir/i sketch of her work* 

There isj further, a marked resemblance 
between children famous for their Jntelleftual 
qualities, and thofe here under conflderation. 
Nature, wbo^ from tbeaadle, has done every 
thing for theia, feems to be e^haufted, and 
to have accelerated the term of old age. 
Hermogenus, who profeiTed rhetoric at his 
fifteenth year, with great reputation, forgot, all 
that he knew in his twenty-fourth: and it is 

♦ M. Baillet published, in 1668, the Ifffiarj of 
Children^ celebrated for their Studies and their 
Writings. This Work was compiled jfbr the edu- 
cation of the fons of M.de Lamoignon, then Attorney- 
General, whofc children were confided to tlie care 
of M. Baillet. See FHifleire des Quvrages des Savansj 

May i66S, 
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with reafon that thofe childrenf whofe widom 
was accounted a prodigy, havei been compared 
tp thofe m&Qs of a day, that receive life in 
the Bdoroingi and are overtaken, at night, by 
a decrepid old age. I believe that' it is alfo 
the fame with men whom Nature favours, 
pbyfically, from their birth: the hiftory of^their 
firfl age forms the moft interefting epocha of 
their life, and we hear no more of them 
afterwards; whether it is that they fsill under 
the exphfion^ if I may thus exprefs myfelf, of 
the rapidity of their accretion, or that, after 
having attra&ed, for fome time, the attention 
of philofophers, they return into the general 
order^ as being difUnguished by nothing from 
ptber m«Q, 

If I had the management of a child, who, 
by his phyfical faculties, announced himfelf 
thus premature, I trufl that the prudence which 
I should employ in his education, without too 
much weakening the fprings of the animal 
economy, would enable me to give fociety an 
utile individual. I should be extremely cau* 
tious not to conftrain, with too much force, 
the iinpetuofity of his temperament; it would 
enervate a body that gave the fairefl expe£U* 

tioos^ 
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tions. On the contrary, when the fermen-* 
tatioi) and the change that have place io men 
at the age of puberty, announce that the 
child can no longer retain the inflamed fpirlts 
that boil in his veins, I should not beiltate to 
chuie for bim a companion, to partake of his 
traniports. I would by no means fckA her 
from thof? womeui whofe lubricous conditu- 
tion announces the thitft of pleafure^ for the 
manly Child^ giving way to this torrent, would 
be drained with too much rapidity in thofe 
moments of intoxication, which the god Titan 
himielf, in his fecond youth, was unable to 
relift I would recommend my pupil a 
woman, moderate, without having any dif- 
tafte for love; poiTeOing the knowledge to en* 
joy voluptuoulbefs, without exciting it; and 
capable of iatisiying the deHres, without greedily 
ftriving tq give thein birth« This would, 
doubtleis, be a fortunate union ; for Hymen, 
in feeing the limits of his Empire extend^ 
would render homage to Nature; ^nd Nature 
attentive to aU, would shed the molt pr^«> 
cious blei&ng on thefe bands — - that of fe« 
fundity. 

We. 
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We find men who, very diBTerent from 
the children whofe hiftory has been previoufly 
given, poiTefs nothing, to fpeak ftriftly, that an< 
nounces puberty. I allude to perfons who, 
without being isnpuiflant, do iiot experience, at 
the age. in which Love operates on the fenfes, 
thofe agitations that announce the animal want« 
for labouring to reproduftion. There are 
ibme frigid men, who, at the age of thirty 
years, have not felt any certain figns of their 
capacity. Of chefe, a part have even been 
ften, who, during the courfe of a long life, 
never had any idea of phyfical love^ Some 
individoals, and of this I have feen examples, 
polTefi a very Angular conftitution : the re- 
tention of the feminal humour caufed, in them, 
uncommonly ferious accidents; and yet chefe 
toen had not ,the fmallefl: idea of the occa- 
fioQ of their difeafes. Thefe maladies were 
ib much the more formidable, as the patients 
fiifpefted other caufes, or, rather, conceived 
that they were in a ftate incompatible with 
means fo fimple of obtaining relief* 

Sometimes, alfo. Puberty no fooner be- 
gins to declare itfelf, in fome perfons, than 
hibricicy is announced Xo an jUtoni^hiog de- 
gree, 
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gree. We. find young women of a tempe- 
rament fi> VoluptuottSi and fo ardent^ tba^. 
from the tendereft yearst they ^ve marks of an 
immoderate paffion^ which nothing can arreftt 
but this ardour naturally cakes place in the 
greateft port of boys. It is even^ ordinarily^ 
a difeafe with g]rls» of which fraie particulars 
have already been given^ and which we name 
the furor uterinusy ttymphomania, &c» ^ I 

* have feen,' and 1 faw it as a phenomenon^* 
fays M. de Buffon> ^ a girl twelve years oi 

< age^ vety brown^ tinged with a vivid and 
^ ftrong colour) of a imall sbape^ but wbich 

< was already formed, witb a full bofom^ and 
^ general plumpnefs, who committed the moft 

* indecent aflions at the bare fight of a man : 
^ nothing was fufficiently powerful to quiet 
^ her agitations; neither the prefence of her 
^ mother, or remonftrances, or chaflifements. 

* Neverthelefs, she retained her reafon: and 
^ her accefs, which was marked to a degree of 
^ horror, ccafed in the moment that she found 

* herfelf alone with women*/ 

. * Uiftoire NatureJk. Tome IV. 

M. de 
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M de BaffoD regarded the fisnr uterkm 
of this giri as a phenomenon» becaiife that 
diieafe was truly rare in fo young a child : it is 
left uncommon to a more advanced age; and if 
any perfon should doubt this aiIertion» the 
Treatife of M. de BienviUe^ which I have 
already mentioned feveraltimesj will demooftrate 
the contrary *4 

The means which youth* employ to preveht! 
the inconveniences that may fucceed a totf 
long flay of the feminal humour^ have the moib 
forcible influence on their health. That man 
fflufi: have been born robuft, and furnished 
for a long career9 who, in order to' challenge 
pleafure before his body has received its form, 
langmshes and begins to feel, in the prime oF 
his life» the infirmitieSf or at leaft the weak- 
nefsy that precedes old age.* 

In the excellent work of M. Tiflbt, which 
I have alfo cited feveral times — a work which 
young perfons ouglit to learn py heart as foon 
as they can read-* we fee but too many shock* 

♦ See the firft Volume of this Work, at Cliap.- 
ters IL and IIL 

ing 
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iflg eninpiet of tli&t Q>ecie8 of debauchery 
which murders yooth> even before the age of 
Puberty. A diild, at Montpellier, fix or feven 
years old, infiru6led by a fhrvwut^ poUtaed him- 
felf fo often^ that a flow fever enfued, and 
which carried hini off in a short time. So 
great was his fury for this aft, fays thq Author 
of rOnanifme^ that it was impolfible to teflrain 
him to the laft moments of his life*. The 
health of a young Prmoe diminished daily,' and 
yet nobody could divine the caufe. At length, 
his Surgeon b^an to entertain fuipidonsi 
watcfaed> and furpriied him in the flagrant 
aft. He confeflTed that he had been thus 
ioftrufted by one of his valets de chambre^ 
and that he had frequently committed the 
like offence. This habit had taken fuch ftrong 
poffeffion of him, that the moft prefling con« 

• See VOnaniffhe^ art. I. fed. II. It was in no- 
wife the shedding of tlie ienunal liquor that caufed 
the death of this child— while he was not capable of 
fuch- an emiffioft— but the convulflve movements, 
and the fpafm, that frequently accompanied thore ex- 
cefDve efTorts. At that age, he could only excite a 
difcharge of the humour which filtrates Hit projlatxt 
and of which 1 have fpoken in Chap. II. 

(iderations^ 
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fideradoDS) prefentcd with ibrce^ Ailed to tea^* 
dicate the evil; fo completely had it over- 
powered him: he loft his fheogth daily; and 
no other way temaioed of laving this miferabl^ 
youtb^ than to Iteep an eye on hhn day and 
night for the fpace of eight or nine moothi^ 

ViJbQTtYy thea» is an epocha iritich de- 
mands the greateft attention when young per« 
fons approadi towards it« We have to fear^ 
neatly always^ the maladiei which follow pre- 
mature exceiies, and fometinies thofe of which 
I have elfewfaere ipoken, and which attack 
young taen whofe confiitution is incompatible 
with ceUbacyi We may place infinity in thij 
laft rankfi fince thofe who liv6 in a celibate 

* Idem. An..TL Seft. VII; 

t The mania is a perpetual and furious deli- 
rium, wiUiout fever, but which prefents the moft 
horrid fpcftacle. Perfons who are thus attacked^ 
tlirow thenifelves on all wliich jirefents itfelfi demo- 
lish every thing, and ill-ufe thofe who happen to 
come within their reach. It becomes neceffary to 
confine them in chains j and frequently they have 
fuflicient ftrength to break their bonds. Sleep af- 
fords them no alleviation; for extraordinary vifions^ 

during 
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otmdition are^ in general, more expo&d to it 
thin other men. This dxeadful difeafe alters, 
to an afianiibiog degree, the connexion which 
oKb between the ipiritual and material iub- 
ftance that compofts the man* Phyiicians, 
of 9a nges, have acknowledged, that the moft 
ordinary caufe that difpofes and leads to this 
terrific date, is a want of the pleafures of 
love^ ^ Of all the caufes that difpofe to 
^ the moft violent delirium, and rHivA tend to 
^ deftroy the ilreogch of the body and the 

< fpiritf by uSkAiDg the tone of the membranes 

< and the fibres, I knoiF none mor« terribte,'^ 
fays Dr. James, ^ than the effeft of love% 

^ In coniequence of the mutual connexion 
^ which the foul has with the body, and the 
^ movement of the folids and fluids, there oc^ 
^ curs a congefHon and llagnation of juice in 

< the fpermatic organs: lafcivious ideas are 
^ floating in the ipirit, to which the imagina- 
^ tion attaches itfelf with force; and this oc« 

during that ftate of repofe, throw them into an eX'^ 
treme agitation. They have a furious paflion for 
women, &c 

♦ DiSihnnaire di Midecine. Art. Mania.--' 

Vol. ir. K * cupation 
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^ cupition throws the foul and the reafon into 
^ a furprifing delirium. The feminal fluid, 

* corrupted by its flay, returns, through the 
^ lympthatic veflels, into the mafs of blood, 

* and communicates, as it were by fympathy, 
^ its corruption to the fluid that is carried into 
^ the brain and the nerves, and which cod* 
' tributes to movement and feofation.' 

Hippocrates has shewn us, in few wdrdj, 
C and which we have already obferved ) that 
the re-entrance of a corrupted fluid into the 
.mafs of blood, may d^ange the fundions of 
the foul, and confequently ptoduce madnefs^ 
The blood, fays this great man further, con- 
tributes fo much to the underftanding, that, if 
we moled its motion, and communicate to it 
fome irregularity, an alteration in prudence, 
and in the notions and the fentiments of the 
fouJ, will immediately take place. When the 
blood is in a good flate, prudence will main- 
tain its'flation; but it will difappear, if the 
blood be once depraved*, 

o Lib. de Flatibm. This paflagc, and fome 
others, are what doubtlefs excited a Profcflbr of 
ILiIlc, named Grundling, to publish ip Germany, 

about 



AretuS) of Cappadocia, in the eoumeration 
of the fymptonis that accompany and cfaa- 
rafterife infanity^ has not omitted the paffion 
of maniacs for women. * They have,* fays 
this ancient Pbyficiany ^ an immoderate incli- 
^ nation to the venereal z6ty which they pub. 
* lidy commit) without dread or shame/ 

The difeafes of the mind, which folloW 
6hortly after Pi4>erty, have not always that 
degree of violence to which we have juft al« 
Juded: tbey are often nothing more than a 
mdancholy j but which, if negleftedj pave the 
way to flradge accidents, and, at length, end 
in a diitafte of life. Hiflory abounds with 
events, that fubitandate this truth ; and it was 
extremely common, among the ancients, to 

about the commencement of iliis century, a diflcrta- 
tion, which had for its title, Hippocrates the Atheifi, 
We find this diflTcrtation in a collcflion entitled 
Loifirs. Much leifure time would indeed be ne- 
eeflaiy foi" the Compofition of a fimilar work* Hip- 
pocrates found his defenders: Goelike, Triiler, 
6c?imid, LeclcTC, and Fabri, have proved the futilitj^ 
of tliC odious imputations thrown on the doftrinc of 
Hippocrates. See De la fanti des Gens dc Lettres^ 
by M. Tijfot, 

K 9 ^ 
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iee a fuicor de^riog of love. A frightful 
icene, which took place a few years fince, 
deprives me of the confolation which I should 
have in faying^ that lo^e lolea much of its 
fury among us.... May no other aft of bar- 
barity ever recal to mind that atrocious icene, 
and the madne(s of the unfortunate Faldonil 

AUnoft every- body knows the hiftory of 
Antiochusi fon of Seleuous, who was^fo finitten 
with the charms of Stratonicey his mother- 
in-law, that love reduced him to the iaft ex- 
tremity. We know, likewife, that the phy- 
fidan Erafiftrates diicovered this deflru6tive 
'paifioh by the pulfe. Galen comprehended, 
in like manner, the extreme k)ve ^f the* wife 
of Boetius, a Roman Conful, for the gladiator 
Pylades. An ancient philolbpher was^ per* 
fcftly aware of the evils that may be caufed 
by the erotic ardour, when he replied to a 
King of Babylon— who requefted him to invent 
a auel torment for one of his courtiers, at 
that time enamoured of his favourite miftreis— 

* Let him live ! for his love will prove a 

* fufficient punishment,' 

A young 
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A young Athenian became Co much cap* 
ttvated with a beautiful marble ftatue^ that he 
asked it of the Senate^ at any price, however 
enormous ; and it having been refufed hm^ 
with an expreis order not to approach it mor% 
becau/e h/s /bange inlanity icandaliied all the 
people^ he lulled himfelf in deipair. 

GaleaS) Duke of Mantua, being at Pavia, 
and riding over a bridge^ predpiuted himfelf, 
with the horfe on which he was mounted, into 
the Ticinut^ a deep and rapid river, becauie a 
young woman whom he loved, had cOmnzanded 
him to do fo, in pleafantry. . 

Dulaurent (ays, he fiiw a young gentle- 
man, lahauring with the melancholy of love, 
wbofe imagination was fo far deranged, thMt 
he thought he beheld continually the fair obJ 
jeft who cauied his affliflion. He (poke fdely 
to his shadow, iays our Author; be called, 
careiFed, and kijjid it inceflantly; always ran 
after it, and asked us if we had ever fien any 
thing fo beautiful. Dulaurent takes occa- 

♦ Les Oeuvres de Me. Andri Dulaurent^ Mi'* 

decin de Henri ir. * Part II. Difcourtfur ies ma* 

K 3 ladia 
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fioDy from this incideDt* to enter into fome 
details on the beauty which every lover fup- 
pofes to be vifible in his miftrefs. I truft, 
that the pafTage in which this defcrtptioQ of 
heauty is given, will not prove unacceptablb to 
my readers; from whence it will be feen that 
the Poets do not poflefs the cxclufive privilege . 
of reducing images. 

* However ugly the perfoUf the lover 

* reprefents her to himfelf as the moft beau- 

* tiful objeft in the world. • In appearance, 
^ he fees long and gold coloured hair, curioudy 
^ curled, and twifted in a thoufand locks ; an 
^ arched forehead, refcmbling a tranfparcnt 

''heaven, white and finooth as alabafter; two 

* uncommonly bright eyes, iJroje6ling from 
' ' the head, and fufficiently divided, that dare 

ladies milancoltqueu Thofe who have the work of 
Jacques Ferrand, on the maladies of Love^ may know 
how much Phyficians, particularly among the andents, 
have written on this objeft. Ferrand gi\'es, at the 
.l^ginning pf his Treatife, a lift of the Authors who 
have wriiien on the cure of Love^ with the titles of 
their works. We find, at the end of the fame book, 
'the names of the Authors whop Fcixand has there- 
in d*cdi and the lift is very extcnfivc. 

^ forth, 
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* forth, with voluptuous fweetncfi, a thoufand 

* amorous rays, as fo many arrows proceeding 

* from the quiver of Lovej two eye-brows of 

* ebony, finail and in th^ form of an arch; the 

* cheeks white and vermiHoned, like lilies and 
^ rofes, difcoveriDg a double dimple on the 
^ fidesi a mouth of coral, in which he fees 
^ two rows of finan oriental pearls, from whence 
^ iflfues a vapour more delicious than musk and 

* amber, and move fragram than aU the odonrs 
« of Lebanon : the chin, round and pitied ^ 
^ the complexion^ imooth, fine, and poli^hed^ 
' as white iatin; a neck of milk, a cheft of 
^ fnow, and a bofbm Hrewed with carnations; 

* two fmall, round apples of alabafter, which, 
^ by the gentle agitations of love, alternately 
« rife and fallj and in the middle of thefg are 

* feen two verdurous and bright carnation tinted 

* buttons, with a large valley between thefe iw'v} 

* eminences:.... the skin of the whole body 
^ is as jafper and porphyry, acrols which little 

* veins appear— in short, the enamoured 

* votary perceives in his miilrefs the thirty - 
> fix beauties requifite to perfeAion and that 

* grace which is fuperior to aU/ . 

K4 Oh© 
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Ode deilrti6iive conlequence of the me« 
fancholy which attacks men, when reafon can- 
not reflram the irritated temperament^ is the 
fiiutilation of the rebellioos parts. Although 
thefe examples, fortunately for humanity, do 
not occur every day, fome Fhyiidans have 
collected inftances enough for shewing to what 
point the troubled imagination may urge a 
robuft man, who would iacrifice Nature to 
Reli^on*. This precept of the Gofpel— 
< There are fome whe have tnade themfehes 
^ Eunuchs for the kingdom of heaven^ having 
been badly underflood by Or|gen^ who taf^ht 
Grammar at Alexandria, he refolved to exe« 
cute, according to the letter, that perfeftion 
which he was perfuaded Jefus Chrift had pro* 
pofed in thofe words ; and he did not acknow- 
ledge his turpitude, till Demetrius, bishop of 
j^texandrla, in a Council, caufed him to be 
depofed, driven from the city, and excommu* 
fiicated. Origen then felt the shamefulnefs 
of his condition, and condemned, himfelf, the 

» Seethe Theatrum vita kumana of Zwingerus; 
fe Traiti des Eunuques j h journal de Midc- 

tincj &Cf (Sec. 

a£tion 
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a^lion which he had committed through a mif* 
takeD zeal ^. 

A yoang Monk, contimially tormented by ' 
the itchings of the flesh, and the fire of cohcu- 
pi&ence, alfb formed, for ibme years, the mon^ 
ftrous projeft of annihilating^ in him/elf» the 
germ which gave tbofe defires buth. He 
cooUy concerted the beft manner of deftroying 
lus virility, by making experiments on feveral 
animals; and when he thought faimfelf capable 
of performing the operation with fifety, iie 
procured a razor, and accompKsfaed his barba- 
rous purpoie with firmnefs and unshaken con* 
fianqr. It was no fooner ^terminated, than 
he felt all the we^ht of the crime which 
he had committed; and fearingv with reafoo, 
for his life, he ran to the cdl of his neighbour, 
and implored affiftance. This miferable youth 
was cured through the prompt fiicconrs whidi 
he received from the Surgeon of the houfef. 

♦ Trah^ des Eunuqutu Chap. VI. 

t This obfervation, whidi was fent to the author 
of the Journal de Midecine by M. Maifiral^ phy- 
liciali at Quimper, we find in die Journal for the 
month of Mardi, 1758. 

In 

I 
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In 1750, a young man, refiding at Faj^nce 
in Provence, perfuaded himfelf, likewi{e> th:it» 
by mutilating the parts which were no other 
* than the minifters of a voluptuous imagination^ 
be should be exempt from the lafcivious ideas, 
and the importunitiesy that agitated him without 
ceflatiom He performed on himfelf the like 
Operation as the monk wbofe hiftory we have 
juft feen ; but a confiderable hemorrhage, which 
followed, would have caufed his death almofl: 
in the fame inftant, if an experienced Surgeon 
had not arrived to his aid at that coojun£lure. 
After the cure had been completed, this young 
man took the habit of a hermit, and retired 
to a hermitage iit thei environs of Bagnole» ia 
Languedoa Should we fuppofe that this un« 
fortunate man was not much more tranquil 
than before his caftratlon ? And that this 
terrible amputation of the parts that feparate 
Che feminal liquor from the blood, was noc 
capable ' of extinguishing the fire of his imagi* 
nation ? 

All inhabitant of Fayance having asked 
this new Origen, if he no more felt the 
Etchings of tbe flesh, Once he became an Eu- 
nuch, the good hermit frankly anfwered — — 
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< It is the (ame thing, with reipcfl" to the 
« dcfires*.' 

No judgment can be formed of the danger 
of the operation that takes from man the fa^ 
co/ty of muJtjpIying his fptties^ by the ex^ 
amples which I have previoufly given. Ca^ 
ftration, which fucceeds nearly in all animals, 
has, almoft always, deftruftive confequences in 
full-grown mqi, becaufe there is a neceiSty for 
Hopping, by the ligature of the /permoiic cor^ 
JoHy the hemorrhage which follows the oper- 
ation t: from thence originate the moA dread- 

♦ See the Joutnalde Midecine^ for September 
1758. 

t Experienced Anatomifts are not for placing t 
ligature on the fpermatic cordon^ in order to flop 
the hemorrhage. NL Louis, i celebrated Surgeon^ 
;ind Tecreiary of the Academy of Chirurgery, ncg. 
leifled that meafure^ feveral times, without finding any 
{nconvenience. A tight bandage may faffice for 
(loppiog the blood, after having applied the reqoifite 
afbiugents on the opening of the vefTeis. We 
find, in the Operations of M. Garengeot, and in the 
jtnaiomy of Palfin, given by M, Petit, the means of 
preventing the accidents occafioned by the ligature 
of the cerdoii of the (permatic vefiels. 
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ful coDVuIfionsy inflammatioay gangrenes de« 
liriunis and laftly death. The cure of the 
unfortunate men whofe hiftorybas been Csen^ 
mufl; be attributed to the good ftate of their 
conftitutioos and to the afliftaoce of arc« A 
great number have perished even under the 
operation ^ 

The fdlowing obfervation furnishes a 
dreadful exanpie^ which demonftrates the dan* 
geiB attending the amputation of the virile 
parts: I prefer it to others^ as^ at leafl^ it does 

♦ The learned Author of rHiftoire Naturelle 

SqfSy [voL in. p» aa9«] that the amputation of the 

tefticles is by do means dangerous, and that the 

operation may be performed at all ages« It has, 

nevertheleis, been feen, in the precediug Note, that 

skilful Surgeons do»not confider this operation as 

exempt from danger, fince they feek the means of 

oppofifig the very ferious accidents which follow 

caftratioD. This kind of mutilation mud be (b 

much the more dangerous, as man advances towards 

his phyGcal perfe&ion : in infaDcy there is not fuch 

an intimate conefpondcnce between the tefticles aud 

the other parts, the, veflels which prepare, the feed 

having then no oBion'y but, after the age of puberty, 

it is more difHcult to mtcrmpt fuddenly, and witliout 

accidcits, the ufc of the 'jpermatic veflels. 

not 
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not offer the frightful fpeOadeof a man who^ 
armed widi a fword, lays iacrilegioiis hands on 
litm^si^ for the purpofe of tmmolatiog bis po^ 
flerity^ A pow mendicant* who roved from 
town to town^ with a tolerably furnished wallet 
fiiipended to bis neck, had the misfortune to 
attraft the notice of a cat*pur(e; and the f<^ 
low, having remarked that, when the miferable 
beggar fiooped, the bag hung between his 
thighs, watdied an opportunity fo narrowly, 
that, one day, while the poor wretch was 
pfckii^ tf) his provifions before a sbop-dow, 
he approached him behind, .and at one ilrake 
cut off the wallet and the exterior parts of 
generation. The mendicant fell backwards* 
and died on the (pot^ 

In this Chapter, and fome of the preceding, 
it may be obferved, that the exceffive ufe of 
pbyiical love, at the age of puberty, forms a 
Iburce of difeafe: I come now to expofe the 
accidents that refult, in many peribns, from a 
want of evacuating the feminal hquor, when it> 
irritates the organs too much, and principally 

• Li&ionmire de Midecine, art. Amputatio, 
tit. Amputation de Pints. 

when 



l6o OR PUBERTT. 

when it particQlarly affeds the nervous geDosj 
It is for every individual, in particular, to pre« 
icribe himfdf rules adapted to the tempenunent, 
for avoiding tmro oppofite excefles ; the diffi- 
pation that exbaufls, and the continence which 
deranges, the fuoAions of the ifbul and the 
body. A perfon who is only affe&ed by ima* 
gination, and which is not anfwered by the 
parts that have an intimate rdation thereto, 
need not fear the accidents which are fome- 
times occafioned by a retention of the feminal 
humour : it is a fire which Nature does not 
kindle ; it is the wo^ of agents which I have 
faid exdte faSithus poberty. To remedy 
this difeafe, for as a difeafe I muft confider it, 
it is necefTary (o abandon fufpedled company, 
to ceafe the perufal of dangerous books^ (it 
is well known to what publications I allude ) 
to ufe aliments incapable of carrying trouble 
into our ipirits^ and •«• which is perhaps mod 
eflential-^ to employ the powers in habituating 
the body by degrees to labour. In the third 
and fifth Chapters of the firft Volume of this 
Worki the obfervations may be fcen which I 
have made on thefe means of attenuating an 
ideal temperament, if it be allowable tlius to 
expreii myfelf. It is abfolutcly neceflary to 

dsftroy 
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defiroy this pretended puberty, in order that 
Nature may difcover that which she accords 
to every individual wh6 follows her laws. 

With refpeft to young perfbns on whom 
the imagination bas lefs power than the organs 
deiUned to fet ic afloat ; I mean, thole who 
have a cballe mind, while the matter is con- 
tinually agitated \ fome of my former obfer- 
vations are fuffident for shewing, that all the 
anciaphriodiOacs will not deilroy the impetuofity 
of the fluid which iearches to efcape. Mar* 
riage is the moA efficacious remedy. It is 
marriage that prevents or cahns thofe terrific 
accidents, thofe difeafes of the mind and body, 
from whence we have feen IJrange cataftro* 
phes refult; cataftrophes that agonife infulted 
Nature. 

An event which the ancients conCdered 
as a prodigy, and which appears fo to tiiofe 
who only obferve fuperficially, is the meta- 
morpbofis, that is fometimcs feen, of a woman 
into a man. It is here that J mufl: ipeak of 
tfaefe marvellous changes, becaufe they take 
place at the age of puberty, and that, other* 
wife, 2S will be feen in a fucceeding page, they 

have 
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have a great relation to the figiu Which aa« 
aoonce chat epodia. 

The individuals who, from girki beeome 
perfeft men, have been named Gynandres. 
Fllny relates feveral examples of this lingolar 
metamorpbofis. A girl, at Curfula^ a dty in 
the Dutchy of Spoleto> fays thia Naturalifi:^ 
who was Hill under the government of her 
father and mother, became a boy, and was 
confined in a defiut.ifland, by an arret of the 
Aurufpices. Lucinus Mulianos ipeaks of hav« 
bg feen, at Argos, a perion named Arefcon^ 
who formerly had been married as a female^ 
having the name of Arefcula; bui wAof in tht 
courfe of Hme, was Jifiinguishcd by a beard and 
the yiriU menwer^ and afterwards took a wife 
as a natural man. This author alfo fays 
that, at Smyrna, he faw a girl changed into a 
boy. And I, adds Pliny, I have feen, in 
Africa, Lucius Colltius, dtizen of Trifdita, 
transformed, from female to male, on the day 
of his nuptials** 

• Pliay, Book ,VII. chap. IIL Antoine du 
Pinet, in the notes which he has added to the text 
of Pliny, mentions feyeral damfels who became men; 

a»d9 



A yoiing virgin of diampaign was changed 
into a mat)) and condu£ted to Rome, in the 
time of Cooiiantine, according to St. Au- 
gufline's account*. Dut^ in his Treatife 
on HertnaphrodiMj has colIeAed twenty- foiti: 
dbieriradoos, which concern thefe changes of 
fez, and whifeb arC) in part, extradled from 
different Authors \. * In a child of our 
< time,' fays Duval, after Albert, ^ a fortn of 
^ tefticles became manifefl: in the fuperior part 

* of the centre of pudicit^. When a skin 

* had been cut, without the fra(flure of which 
^ this child, who was fuppofed to be a girl, 
^ would never have been capakle of coitioH^ 
^ the tefticles and the virile member was dif- 
^ cerned; and the girl> thus become a man^ 

and, among others, two of the age of fifteen, and i 
^oung bride even on the day of her nuptials. 

♦ De Matrimonih vtttris & nova tegis, 

t Tralian, Tims-Livins, Raphael de Volttmj 
Poptanus, Fulgofes, Amanis Ludtanus^ Philoftrates, 
6cc. have furnished us with the fafts cited by Duval; 
but among which there are feveral that do not metit 
any confidence. 

Vot. ir; L * ib^ 
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* raa.le c!,o;cc, shortly afterwards, of a wife, 

* by «rbom he bad fcveral children*.' 

« A Colleaorof the Tolls for the King, at 
^ St. Quindr;,' fays Ambrofe Par^f, * aiFured 

* me^ that he had Cccn a man at Rheiras, in 

* 156a, who bad been efteeraed a female till 
^ the age Of thirty ; but, then, gaming and 

* toying with a chambermaid, his bed-feilow> 
^ the genital parts of the man begun to de* 

* velope. The father and mother acknow* 
^ ledging him to be of the male faxy be was 

< permitted, by authority of the Church, to 

* change his name from Jeanne to Jean^ and 

< to wear the habiliments of a man/ 

The fame Par^, being at Vitry-le-Franfois, 
fdw the famous Germain- Marie, or Germain 
Garnier, who, from a girly became a man. At 
the age df fifteen years, being compeUed to 
jump over a ditch, she found herfelf provided, 
in that inftant, with the generative parts of 
man. The Cardinal de Lenoncourt, after 
the neceflary examinations and enquiries, named 

• Trahi det Hermaphrodites. Chap. LV. 
t Book XXV. of his Works. Chap.yiL 

this 
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this new mto, Germaine'; and he canled him 
to quit the habit of a woman for that qf bb 
new fex*. Montagne, who was enabled to 
fee this man, in an extreme old age, when he 
paired through Vitry, fays that he heard a fong 
there^ very much in uCe among the gir/s of the 
environs^ by which they caudoned each other 
not to jump too wide, for fear of becoming 
toys, like Marte-Gennaint- 

This laft obfervation^ confirmed in an au- 
thentic manner, proves the force of Nature 
for retaking her rights: for it muft not be 
fuppofed that thefe individuals had been aftually 
girJs before the age of puberty. All the 
parts of the man were difcoverable in themy 
from their formation } and a kind of weaknefi 
in the developement of tbofe parts, had till 
then impeded their exterior appearance. Many 
children are born with the tefticles concealed 
above the ringi of the lower-belly: they after- 
wards appear, partifcularly at the age of pu* 
berty, which is the moment when all the parts 

^ Idem. 

t Efaii de Montagne. Bock L c« X3U 

L a tend 
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tend towards tiieir perfedtiont and feek their 
{dace 4 and, in fome perfons> a difeafC) or a vio- 
lent movement, as a ipring or a fall, commu- 
jAcaites to the teflicles a fudden agitation, that 
cades them to defcend into the icrotum. Some 
drildren may thus, with the tellides iituated as 
I* have already ftid, ffill have had the penis but 
little viiible, . or even concealed in the tegu* 
ments ; and this difpofition muft necelTarily 
have formed a vertical plait, [ 3, PI. XV. ] 
which has been taken, from a defeft of exa- 
mination, for the great lips : at the age of 
puberty, then, in which we have feen that the 
growth of the genital parts augmented in a 
short time, thofe which were proper to the 
child, have developed themfelves, and appeared 
it the erterior, as foon as they had been ex- 
cited either by a voluptuous titiUation, or fome 
violent effort. 

To this we may reduce all the marvels 
which the ancients have circulated with refpefl 
to thefe pretended transformations of woman 
into man. As to the hifiories which they 
have left us, and from which it appears that 
married women, whofe ipou&s made no com- 
plaint on the fcore of phyiical love, have aU 

ac 
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at once been changed into men capable of ge* 
neration^ we mull confider them as abfunl 
relations, and which do not merit the fmalleft 
attention *. I rauft yet add, that the an- 
dents have more obfervadons than the mo- 
derns, on the metamorpboiis of woman into 
man, becauie ma^y regarded thofe women as 
provided with the male parts of generatioOr 
in whom the clitoris had acquired an exceflive 
bignefs, and in whom the nymphs were be* 
come pendent. I have shewn, in fpeaking of 
theie parts, the degree to which they may 
extend in many women. Tbero was nothing 
more neceflary, than the extraordinary Gze of 
the cUioris^ to impofe on unskilful men, and 
for inducmg them to regard thofe individualsi 
who were but too decidedly women^ as males^ 

• We find feveral of thefe in the TraitS des 
Hermaphrodites. PontaoDS tails us of a fishermao^i 
wife, who, after having been married fourteen years, 
fudden/y felt a virile member proceed from her privy 
parti. He ^o fpeaks of another woman, who, 
after twelve years of enjoyment^ found herfelf in the 
fame cafe. We mud place thefe hiftories with tfaoCb 
which aflure us, that men have sU at once becoQCi 
women^ and, as them, even conceivad« 

L3 or 
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or at lead as. having the attributes of the two 
fezes. [ Sec fig. 4 & 5 of PI. XV. ] 

It is thus that the women of certain cli- 
mates will pafsy io our's, for Hermaphrodites, 
if it is to be determined by the flate of the 
exterior parts of generation. M. de P.*** 
has entered into learned difcufllons, on this 
fiibjea, with relation to th^ Hermaphrodites of 
Florid?*. 

Among the greatefl part of the European 
nations. Nature is left to operate, when she 
labours for conducing man to puberty : fu^ 
perftitious and abfurd ceremonies do qot con- 
pir to deform man ; to mutilate the paids which 
be has received firom the Author pf all things. 
If a barbarous cuftom flill facrifices^ in fome 
individuals, the germs of a pofterity, whofe 
abortion mofl: be deplored by Nature, there is 
reafon to hope that, in this philofophic age, 
we at length acknowledge that it is unjuft^ 
that it is cruel, to facrifice man to talent, and 
that the execution of an arietta cannot coun- 

• Rec/ierckes P/2i/o/fj>hi^:/ef fur lef /fm&icaines^ 
V^n IV. fca. 3. 

terbalance 
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terbalance the entire exiftence of a human 
being. This dreadful operation should be 
much more facile of extermination among ci- 
viJifed nations, than by a people whom we 
regard as ftupid— the Hottentots -~ to whom- 
Religion prefcribes the extraftion of one tefticle 
in each individual; and yet the barbaious 
cultom which fulfilled the precept, is at length 
abolistai^d. 

It was at the age of puberty that every 
Hottentot was fubjefted to caftration. That 
operation was performed with great pomp, 
and ceremonies as whimfical as abfurd; the 
circumftanccs of which I related in the firft 
Edition of this Work: in this I haften to an-^ 
nounce, that reafbn has at length prevailed 
among the Hottentots, and that we may now 
fay, with M. de P***, even in a phyfical fenfe, 
that the Hettettfots have commenced to become 
wen\ 

♦ Rechenhes fur les Amdricains. Part V. f. I, 
The ceremonies which I have faid are obferved by 
the Hottentots for cailration, may be feen in the 
Defcriptlon of the Cape^ &c. by M. Kolbe; /•///- 
floire Naturelle of M. de Button, toin. VI. and the 
firft [French] edition of this Work, u II. p»a8(5, &c. 

L 4 I shaU 
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I shall not expofe to my Readers tb^ 

detail of all that has place, in divers countries, 

for taking from men their virility, in order to 

raider ^hem capable^ of anfwering for the fide* 

lity of the women confided to their care* 

What a fpe^laclc of horror is the fighc of fo 

many mutilated men in Turkey, Perifla^. in the 

kingdoms of AfTan, Pegu, Malabar, and nu^ 

merous others, where they condemn Nature 

to groan under the fword of cruelty I TbQ 

'men thus witheredi merit a greater or a fmaller 

share of their mafters confidence, in proportion 

as they have been removed from their natural I 

fiate. Such of thefe i^fortunate beings, in 

whom the organ has been left that eflentially 

announces the mafculine fex, are unable to 

tranquillife their jealous tyrants: they fuppofe 

them (till capable of grafping the shadow of 

pleafure, or of communicating an imperfeft 

voluptuoufiieis to the fad viftims who ar^ 

placed ' under their management. All which 

has the appearance of virility, mutt be anni« 

hilaced, fo that Nature caa no longer diftin- 

guish her work, to render an Eunuch worthy 

of the confidence of his mafter ! And, ftill, 

he will not eotirdy obtain that confidence, 

|fi to the privation of the generaUve parts, 

»i . . • 1* • • • - 

he 
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be does not join uglinefs and a fri^tful iiim 
formity. A wild Ethiopean is beyond any 
price^ if he happens to be horribly blacky if 
he has fcattered teeth, a very flat noTe, large 
and thick Lps, and a forbidding afpe^.-^^^ A 
fmife of tbcfe mon/lers k iufficien^ to sfanV^I 
beauty I . 

CircnmcifiQQ is widely Afferent from the 
deftru^tiye operation of which 1 have fpoken r 
it is a lav of climate^ founded on neoeflxty ; 
and this pa&om of dxcumcifing children has 
deaniinefi at Jeaft for its obje6l:. The OiJentala 
drcumdie ihehr children at the age of puberty; 
and if it be neoeflary to give a phyfical reafon y^ 

Ibr thf^ we^ oay fiiy that» ip hot counuies, 
where the prepuce is very long and tranfpira* 
tion abundant) they would have to fear that 
the humour which is found. between the pre« 
puce and thpglandi wpuld lodge there, and 
occa£k)n juicers^ if they did not guard ^infi: 
the poffibility of thefe accid^Ats» by retrenching 
a part of the prepuce. 

The amputation of the njmph^^ in girls^ 
is alio a circumdiion, praftiied, a£ I have 
elf^wbere obferved, for warding off the in- 

conveniencies 
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cdnveoidDcies that would oppofe tbemfdves to 
geoeraiion \ 

The cuftom of circumcifiDg diildren is 
extranely aocieot, aod fubfifb ftill in the 
greateft part of AjGa. With the Hebrewa* 
this operation muft be performed eight days 
after the birth of the infant. In Turkey, it 
does not occur before the age of feven or 
dght years, and frequently they even poftpone 
it till eleven or twelve years: in Periia it takes 
place at the age of five or fix years; and, in 
the Maldive Iflands, they wait till the child 
}fias attained its fevtnth yearf. In Perfia, the 

* In the fourth Part of Rechercbes PhUofiphiquet 
fur /ei jtmMcainsl fed. IV. are interefting pardcu- 
Itrs^ of all that relates to circumoifion and excifion^ 
There details, which we cannot give here, becaafe 
they are conoeded to others that would extend this 
Chapter too mochy clearly demonftrate that circum* 
cifion took its rife ia cliiflates where it was neceflaiy; 
that^ in procels of lime, ic was iiitrodaced into others, 
where they might ha?e difpeofed with the prafiic;^; 
and that the reli^on of the country ftamped on it 
the feal of irrevocability. 

t Hifi$ire NaiurelU. Tome IV. 

conunon 
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common women have a fiogular fupeiiftiticHi:. 
thole who are fterile imagine that, for beoom^ 
log fecund, they hav^ only to fwallovir that 
part of the prepuce which is retrenched in 
circumcilion : this is their ibvereign r§me4y 
forflerility*. 

There would be nothing cenfurable in 
many l^ations, if drcumcifion alone was^prac-t 
tifed among them at the age of puberty : buty 
befides the mutilation of the parts of gene- 
ration^ there is alfo an operation in u|c,.witb 
fome peoplci that> without extinguisbiog the 
germ of voluptubufnefs, aims at impeding tbe[ 
facrifices to love: I would fpeak of infibulatigny 
which is entirely oppoiite to circumcilion. 
Cclfus has conferved to us the method which 
the ancients followed, for proceeding to hafp 
the male children. They draw the prepuce 
out, fays hej and mar^ with ink, on the two 

♦ Thefc women do not have rccourfc to this 
ridiculous cxpedieiJt, till tbey have tried others which 
are equally abfurd; they confift in paffing under the 
dead bodies of criminals fufpended on the gibbet ; 
plunging into water that has ferved as baths for men, 
&c. See FHiftorc Naturelle. Tome VI, 

fides, 
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fid$0f the places intended to be pierced : they 
then traverfe the skin with a needle ancl thread, 
and afterwards attach the two ends of the 
thread together, taking care to move it from 
time to time, till the cicatrices of the boles 
are hardened. The thread is then drawn out, 
and replaced by a hafp or ring, which is fo 
mudi ' the better in proportion to its light** 
nels*. 

ThofCi among the Oriental Priefts, who 
make u vow of chafticy, wear a very large 
rfogi in order to guard againft the poflibility of 
breaking that vow; and, according to the great* 
nefi of the ring's weight, is the proportion of 
efteem with which they are honoured on this 
occafion. Some of thefe rings are made fo 
as to be opened with a key; but the Friells 
depofit it with the Magiltrate of the place* 
However it may be, we cannot the lefs regard 
infibulation, among the Orientals, as a fuper* 
ftidous prafiice; fince it is infufficient either 
to oppofe defire, or the firft figns that announce 
it: that precaution cannot even hinder thefe 

♦ DiSionwirede Mddecitti. Art. Iwfidulatio. 
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iafped men from fatisfyiog their ^eshi a^.. th4 
ring) which only embraces the extremity o| 
the prepuce, is not calculated to impede a ford 
of ere&ion, or even the effufion of the pro- 
lific liquor: it caii folely oppofe the intromiC- 
fion of the penis into the conduit of the wo*. 
man; and, in short, it renders the men cbaile^ 
if that virtue alone confifts in the privation of 
the a£t for which the fexes vmite. 

Some perfons, therefore^ improperly (up-* 
pofe that infibulation impedes ereflion : acci- 
dents would Vefult in the parts of generation^ 
on a fuppoGtion that the. blood and the fpirita 
were to be inclofed by a ring, againft which 
leiler or greater efforts would take place, ac« 
cording^ to the temperament of the fubjeft who 
wore it. By fuppofmg the ring of a weight 
confiderable enough to oppofe the fluids that 
ere£t the penis, the fame thing will occur in 
an ardent youth, which is obferved in old men 
and thofe who are weak5 having a lafcivious 
imagination— for the commencement of erec- 
tion fuffices to provoke an emiflion of the fe** 
minal liquor. For the remainder, we mud 
not regard this drcumflance as an zd: of vigour^ 
fince it is met with in men weakened by age 

or 
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or by a free courfe of life : it is even a difeafis 
which may render man fterile. 

The Romans had a coftom of infibuladng 
children who were deflined for vocal perform- 
ers, with the defign of conferWog their voice. 
It appearsj from fome pafTages of Martial, that 
thofe people made a much le(s decent ufe of 
the operation here, noticed, and that fome 
Ladies fecured the fidelity of their lovers by a 
ring, the key of which they kept in their own 
pofTeflion. Juvenal mentions this cuAom in 
his Satire oh the women. 
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* IF it be impoiEble to 
^ know the way of a ship in the midil of the 
^ fea^ that of an eagle in the air, and that of 
^ a ferpent upon a rock ; it will alfo be im- 
^ poffiUe to difcover the way of a man when 
^ he amoronfly prefTes a maid/ 

The iage King Solomon^ who pronounced 
this oracle, and to which we may fecurely 
conform, knew the difficulty, the impoffibility 
even, of being certain of a woman's integrity; 
and it is,; never theleis, to this ftate that the 

generaluy 
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generalit]^ of men attach themfdve^ for thi 
purpof^ of nourishing their felf-love. -Men^ 
fays M. de Bufibni jealous of priority in 
every-thirig, have always valued themfelves on 
that whidi they fuppofed could be firfl: and 
exclufively poflefled: the virginity of girls has 
been confidered> from a fpecies of folly, as hav- 
ing real exiftenee« Virginity, whidi is a moral 
being, a virtue that eonfifti alone in the plurity 
of the heart, is become a phyftcal objeft, in 
which all men axe occupied: on this, they 
have ellablished opinions, cuftoms, ceremoniesi 
fuperftidons, and even judgments and penalties: 
abufes the moft illicit, cuftoms the mod dis- 
honourable, have been authorifed; parts the 
inoft fecret of Nature, have been fubmitted 
to the infpeftion of ignorant matrons, and 
feipofed to the eyes of officious Phyficians, 
without once dreaming, that a parallel inde- 
tency is an outrage on virginity, and that the 
endeavour to difcover it, is in itfelf a violation;* 
that every shameful iituation, every indecent 
ftate in which a young woman finds herfelf 
compelled to blush inwardly, & tti aftuat de- 
fioration» 



ti 



la the laft Chapter of the firil Volume of 
this Work, I have shewn the great importance 
which fome Nations attach to virginity^ while 
others do not feem to beftow on it the finalleft 
attention. The firfl took extraordinary pre- 
cautions^ and employed the mofl icandaJotis 
'means, for afluring ebemfelves of this treafure. 
It is known, that the Ethiopians, and feveral 
other people of Africa, the inhabitants of 
Pegu and of Arabia Petrea^ have the barbarity, 
as foon as their daughters are bo^i, to draw 
together, by a fort of feam, the parts which 
Nature has feparated, only leaving at Jiberty 
a fpace neceflary for the natural evacua*. 
tions. This flesh adhering by degrees, in 
proportion to the child's accretion, they are 
obliged to feparate it by an incifion, when the 
time of marriage arrives. There are fome 
people who folely paf^ a ring through thefe 
parts; and the women, even as the gitls, are 
fttbjeAed to this cuftom^ which is fo great au 
outrage on virtue: the only difllerence is, that 
the rings of the girls cannot be taken off, 
while thofe of the women have a ^^^^ies of 
lock, the key of which is folely committed to 
the cuftody of the husband. — ^ But why, 
exclaims M. de fiuifon, why do we cite bar« 
Vol. U. ; M baroo* 
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barons Nations, when we hive paralld exprnples 
around us? Is the fcrupuloafoe& with which 
fome of our neighbours pique tbemfelves on 
the cfaadhy of their 'wives, any thing more 
than a brutal and criminal jealouiy? 

I shall not here repeat the circumftances 
which I have elfewhere noticed, with regard 
to thofe people who hold virginity in abhor- 
rence, and who confider as a (ervile work the 
trouble which it is necefTary to bellow in 
taking it It is grievous for love, to retrace 
the image of thofe horrible fuperfiidons which 
lead the inhabitants of Goa to facrifice the 
firltfniita of their virgins to a brazen idol; 
ic would be painful for decency, to detaB 
certwi cuftoms minutdyt which authorife a 
ftranger, or a Prieft, to open the career of 
the pleaflires for a fpoufe, who has choftn a 
young damfel to his wife. All the people 
who too highly exalted vhginity, or who 
held it in too maeh difefteem, have cherished 
revolting, and ibmecimes horrible, abfurdities. 
The famous ftatue, named by the Romans 
Bucca yeritath^ decided on the honefty or 
the infamy of young women : they placed 
the finger in its mouth ^ and if a girl had loft 

her 



tier inaocenoe} we are aillired that the Gnget 
was bittep off by the ftatue. Thofe Veiials, 
who broke the vow of virgioiQr, were interred 
alive. A dam&I, condemned to death by 
ibefe fame Romsm^ was defloured by the 
ezecDtiooer before he ibangled her, that nd 
dishonour might be attached to virginiQ^^^ 
O shocking barbarity 1 Let us difcard the idesi 
of thefe mfanman fpeftadea^ ajt whtch I^a* 
ture revolts 

Viiginity is codidered differently by Theo- 
logiana and Fl7iician& The firft fiy that it 
is a virtue of the foul, that has nothing in 
common with the body; and that) in whatever 
flate a damiH may find herfelf> ilill she does 
not lole her vi^nity, at leaft when she re* 
fufes her eonfent to the aS; by which ihd 
is robbed of it« 

tlQfficians, who oonfider virginity in a 
|3lqffical point of view, regard it as a material 
being, and fbppofe that it is ao affemblagei a 
bond of the natural parts of a girl who has 

« TaUeau ie PAmur Conjugal^ fitft Part,' 
du^ TV* art. I. 

Mi m 
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not been approached by any inifi* Let us 
exhibit the figns, which are believed to be cer- 
tain, of material integri^; for^ with relation 
to the firft, it has been feen that there is no 
one fign by which its prefence can be an 
DOUDCi^; while thoughts, views^ and wordsi 
are fufficient to make it difappear. 

Several celebrated Anatomifts* pretend* 
that the moft certain Ggn of virginity is the 
prefence of the membrane named hymen^ 
when it feems to shut the condait of pu« 
dicity. It is, fay they, a membranous circle, 
and, according to fiime Phyflcians, a half drcle, 
that is obferved in the inferior part of the 
orifice of the vagina of young virgins* They 
likewife fay, that this membrane is fleshy, veiy 
Sender in children, and thicker in marriageable 
gbls; and that it is no more difcoverable in 
thofe who have fuffered the approaches of a 
man. 

The Hym0ff, according to M. Winflow, 
is a membranous fold, more or lels circular, 

* Fallopiusv Vsfaliust Riolanusy BardK)linus» 
Heider, Ruifch, Bauhinius, CaiTerius, Spigelius,&c. 

more 
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more or Icfs large, more or left equal, (bme* 
times femUunar, leaving a very finall opening in. 
fome, and greater in others ♦. 

M. de Saint-Hi/aire, in his Anatomy of the 
Human Body, admitting the exiftence of this 
membranei confidently fays, that it ferves to 
mark and t<5 prove virginity^. Hcifter 1^ 
shewn, at a public lefture,. the hymen of a 
girl aged thirteen or fourteen years. That 
membrane varies, fays this Anatomift: I have 
always found the hymen in infants ; |>ut, in 
proportion as they grow, it i$ gradually de^ 
ftroyedj. 

What thefe Anatoraifls have advanced, 
would feemingly demonftrate the eriftence, in- 
conteflibly, of this membrane, if other Ana» 
tomifts had not obferved the contrary |. 

♦ See the Anatomy of M. Wlnffow. 

t Book III. chap. xxi. edition of i68fi 

$ See the Anatomy of Heifter. 

\ Ambrole Parti, Dulaurent, Graaf, Dionyfius, 
Maqrice^, Columbys, Cappivaggiu^ Augenius, 
Hygmor, &c. 

M 3 They 
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Tbey infifty that the membrane called 
kyfnen is nothing more dian a chimera, and 
that this part is not natural to girls. 

* Notmthftanding the diligence which I 
^ have uied/ fays Dionyfius, ^ in fearcbiug for 
* this membrane, I have not yet been able to 
^ difcover it, although I have opened girls of 
' an ages* We may have found,' continues 
he, < the neck of the matrice shut in fome by 
^ a membrane ; but tiiefe are particular and 
^ extraordinary occurrences, from whence it 
^ cannot be concluded that it mull be thui 
I with all maidens V 

^ For my part,' fays Dulaurent, I judge 
^ that this tranfverfal membrane, if ever dii; 
f coverable, is always beyond the inftitution 
f and the defign of ^ Nature : for I have iben 
^ feveral virgins, and abortive infants, in whom 
^ there was not the fmal}eft appearance of this 
f membcmef.' 

♦ Demonftration IV, 

t The Works of Dulaurent, Book IH chap. 

'. * < We 
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< We in no*wife find that tonicle/ fays 
Pard) ^ which fome perfons would have ua 
( call hymcn^ or >?^M^ yirgifuU membraw^ 
^ and which breaks or is torn, the women i^yi 
* in the firft aft of coition. We shall con* 
^ elude,' ifdds our. autboTy after having re* • 
futed CoUombus, Fallopius, &c» ^ that a vvc^ 
^ fi^9 being married at a proper age, with a 
^ man whofe generative parts are, in fize, pro- 
^ portioned to her*s, wUl experience no break* 
^ ing of a membrane, nor any fuch effufioa of 
< blood/ * &c. Fard does not deny the ex* 
iftence of a m^mbxaoe at the entrance of the 
vagina in fome fubjedls; but he regards it ag 
contrary to nature, and even communicates 
an obfervation, which shews the inconvenienoai 
that may refult from the prefence of this 
membrane t« 

• Book III. Chap. XX3aV. 

t See Book XXIV. Chap. L. After tfiis obfer- 
ndoD, the Author adds — * I shall always adviie 
^ fadiers and mothers, who know that their daughters 
^ have the aforefaid hymen^ to let it be divided— be- 
^ caufe fome girls — loft their lives, by realbn that 
^ the m^nftrual blood had oo ifllie.* 

M 4 Barthohnuf 
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Bartholinus would refute thofe who deny - 
the prefence of the hymeitj and Par^ among 
others, accuCng them of negligence in the 
diiTeflion, and of incapacity * : but that im« 
l^utation is unjufL Pard afTercs^ that he 
feduloufly fearchied for the hymen on many 
corpfes of girls, aged three, four, five, and to 
twelve yearsi without fuccefs — . ^ except 
^ once,' fays he, * in the cafe of a. young 
* woman, feventeen years of age, who was 
^ promifed in marriage : and the mother, know« 
^ ing that her child had fbmethir^ which might 
^ impede her being called a Mother, requefted 
< that I would favour her with my attendance/ 
She had, in reality, a membrane of .the thicfc- 
liefs of a parchmentj which Par^ divided t* 

This contrariety of opinions on a matter 
that is confined to a fimple infpeftion, favours 
the fentiment of M. de fiuffon, where ha fay^ 
that men would fain difcover that in Nature, 
^hich alone rcfides in their imagination. Mor^- 
^ver, in admitting the evidence of thofe who 
inGft on the exiilcn<;e of the hymen^ it will 

♦ Av0t. Bartkolw. Lib. I. de ipfimo ventre, 
t Book XXIV. Chap. XLIX. 

from 
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from thence refute, that this membrane, whe- 
ther exiftiog or whether deftroyed> wiU be a 
•very equivocal and very uncertain lign of vin 
ginity, or defloration, M. Winflow, whom 
I have before cited, in iaying that the hymen 
J6 c$mmafily found torn after the con/bmaation 
of marriage, acknowledges, at the fame timc^ 
that this membrane may alfo fufFer foihe de- 
rangement by an abundance of the menftrual 
difcharges, by particular accidents, by impftL 
dence^ or by kyity. There are cafes, then, 
where a virgin, in the fenfe even intended ij^ 
Theologians, would be dishonoured, if proofi 
of \m integrity were fought for in tha ftate of 
the membrane here und^r confid^ration.— ^ 
What Heifler fiys, is ilill more concluGve^ 
while he avows that, iQ proportion as ^rls ad- 
vance in years, the bymen is demolished by 
degrees^ 

Dr. James remarks, likewifb, that the 
hymeuy on which the Jews found the prooft 
of virginity, is often effaced in girls of one 
month oId| and very frequently in thofe of a 
more advanced age. I efteemed it my duty, 
&ys Dr. James, to acquaint the reader with 
this circuxQilancCj becaufe I know that feveral 

husbands 
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bubfliids have ^bmdonoi their wives» in con- 
ftqiience of not finding in them this flendeB 
proof of dieir virtue ; a firoof which may, 
perhaps^ have tome weight in Judea and other 
waim climates; but which oiigbt not to create 
the finalkft fuipicion of incontinence in the 
ikMielsof Q^rrc^ons^ 

Dionyiias, oUged to fpeak of the aftual 
figBs of Pucelager thus ezprefTes himfelf. ^^ 
^ I do not pretend to deny that there is ibme 
^ mark of viiginity; that the firft cq>ulation 
s communicates pain to the one (ex or the 
"^ other; that fome drops of blood msir be 
5 shed; \md thst virgins experience a little 

< dolor in the firft embrace 2 but I do not 
^ believe that this h^ens, ss is pretendedji 
^ jthcoo^ the n4>tQre and the breaking of an 
* imaginary membrane; there being more rea^ 
^ fon to believe^ that it is occafioned by the 

< efforts which the penis makes for catering, 
^ in forcing the caruncul^ myrtifirmci^ and 
\ in jtearlog and dividing the fioall membranes 
f that join theie together, and which render 

^^DiQipnnaire dt Jijidtcm^ &c. Art. Hymen, 

* th^s 
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^ this aperture very narroi^'. Thus is it eafy 
^ to <fifcem that in which confilb the true marlt 
^ of pucelage. It does not, however, always* 
^ happen/ continues our Anatomift, ^ that all 
^ young women give thefe flender evidences of 
^ their virtue; there being fome whom Na« 
^ ture has ^eed from that trifliog pain» by dii^ 
^ pofing thefe canmcles in fuch a manner, as to 
« admit the entrance of the penis without dif^ 
^ ficulty, although they have always prudently 

< conduced themfeives. Thus we ought not 
* to dedde Co promptly on the- honour of 

< girls, while, belides, neither the firaitne(s of 

< tfie faginay ot the linen ilaioed with htood^ 
^ are pofitive marks of defloration V 

If, m short, any perfon would poflefi 
a complete ):no3lrle(^e of the contrarieties which 
prevail among Authors, on the membrane here 
in queftion, he muft confult Bartholinus t^ 
(}raaf$, Pai^l^ &c. la the firft will be feen 

^ jfM/. Dhnis. Demonfiration IV. 

t Jinat. BarthoL Lib. L Cap. XXXL 

S De PMrtibus genitaUbm muliirum. Cap, V. 

I Uv.XXI\^ Chap.XLK. & L. Uv.XXVffl. 

Cfasp. II, On theft notioDS of virgimty, H. Kom- 

mann, 
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the contrarieties of tbofe who admit his fen« 
timenty and what weapons he employs for 
combating his adveriaries. 

Graaf feems to admit a membrane in 
young girls; but be pretends that it difippears 
10 proportion as they advance in age. This 
Anatomift cannot be accuftd of having bacfiy 
obferved ; he adduces all the application of 
whid be was capable in his dilTeftions, and on 
which an opinion may be formed from the ex- 
aftnefs^of his defcriptions. The figures r 
and s of Ph IIL which we have drawn from 
the Works of this Author, are a proof of his 
accuracy*. The firfi shews the natural parts 
of a child newly born ; and from thence may be 
feen, by the drawing which Graaf has given, 
what we ought to think of the hymen at this 
age, and it is an age when that membrane, 
according to him, is moft apparent* Hie ori* 
^e of the vagina is there marked [ f, fig* L J 
with the (ca]es of the membrane, [ a, a, s, 
ibid.'] as well as the clUoris environed by the 
nympha. [ 5, itid. ] 

jmann, ytrgimtatts jure traSatus vovm & jucundur^ 
&c. may alfo be confultcA 

Tbft 



The fecond figure exhiUts tbe fame parts 
in a girl fix years of age : in this we ro-* 
fliark, that the kfmen ah^y^begins to loie 
its fornix In shorty in another figure given 
by Graaf, cS tbefeiame parts> Jn a young wo^ 
man twentyfoor years of age^ tbe membrane 
is not in any manner apparent. 

For the remainder, it would be a fingular 
proof of virginity, if the auirk of it which 
elided in a fubjeft,. permitted generacfim, ne« 
verthelefii to have pJacel 

. I have already adduced etamples of this\ 
Have we not ieen that a woman, after a la- 
borious delivery^ foudd herfelf incompetent to 
phyfical love, through means of a membrane, 
-^-^ the hymtn^ if it muft be fo "--*^ which op« 
pofed icfelf to the intromifiion of the man's 
diftiDftive part ? Have we not afterwards 
feeni that this woman became pregnant in Ipite 
of the hymen^ and that she fuffered a paioful 
q>eration for facilitating the infant's paC< 

♦ See Oiaptcr HI. of this Volume. 

i^ge^ 
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fage*. Sewtritm Pimmis^ who wrote a troB 
(M thefigni cf PtuBcify^^de notU v$rginitati$^ 
md who adqpits the ezifteoce of t^tt Aymen^ 
afferts one particular things which shews bow 
little dependbmce can be placed on the alledged 
certainty of tbtfe Ggps. TUs Author Ays^ 
that the membram here under coofideration» 
humeds and fofcens, and dilates and en« 
larges fo Cadlelyt when a girl has the periodical 
flux, ihai she can adtflU a man at corAienltntlj 
as a wman who has brMghi a child into the 
ii^ertd^ although she be a virgin^ and her pti- 
dicity untainted. This Author adds» that the 
flux having ceaftd^ the contraOive foc«e of the 
parts replaces them in fiich a ftate^ that a per« 
fon who had enjoyed her favours^ coidd not 
reafitime the intercourfe, without the rupture 
and the infraftion of the hymen ^ without an 
efFufion of blood; and, in a word^ without 
tlFcfting a complete defloration. 

Pinsus adduces two obfervattons for prov* 
ing his fentiment; but I do not believe that 

^ See the NeuvelUs dc la Rjlpuhlic des Lettfts^ 
November ifiSff, The journal Encyckpidique 
1764. 



any perfim ^riSL adopt itis bdog rtry ibnodif 
eftablubBd» I htre only etpofed tUs pfiaioa 
for the purpofe of making known the flngnhr 
contrarieties into which tbofe neceflai^y fall 
who admit an imaginary membrane^ wUdii ne- 
vtttfaefefi^ tbey have named ^meti, gu^Mi^ 
XMc, eh^ of ffrgMiji dmae of the mid* 

A iigti whidimenr^acd,Ukewi&, asdw 
furety of a g|ri*s virtue, k the blood ^Kd in 
the firft endeannenta. But thofe who have 
jRxue matoaucal knowledge of the parts of gie- 
nenttioh) know that there is fioduog more 

♦ The iwo obfervations of Pinoeus are extremely 
pleafant: Aey concern two judicious men, who hav- 
ing efpouftd two ^h of notable pudicify^ in the 
circuinflaDce itx which the hymen permits a damfd 
the enjoyment of pteafuie without defloratioB, were 
on the point of «quittii]g their wives; but matters 
taking a different tMh they l»d great difficulty to 
re enter a- courfe where they had found fo much fi* 
dlity, and flierefore acknowledged the injuftice of 
their fufpicions. Duval recounts thefe hsficries m 
his Tfaiti des Hermaphrodites^ chap. XII. De 
Phymen gp autres parties adlacentes. 

equivocal 
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eqmroiai than this.GgD^ which, Moreover, may 
be fuj^lied by tho artifice of an eqwieoced 
woman. 

Without entering into a certain deuil re- 
lativ'e.tQ the Nations, among whom the en- 
finguined shift h an indubitable proof of the 
integrity of new-married women, we shall oh^ 
ferve, that this whimfical cuftom is^ in parti- 
cular countries, more or tels rigorous, by rea- 
foUi perhaps, that the people there are more 
or lets enlightened^ It is received ia the 
different provinces that M. l*Abbd Cbappe 
furveyed in the courie of his Journey liirough 
Siiberia; but with different modifications, which 
tends to confirm my opinion. In Siberia, 
and on the route from St. Petersburg to To- 
bolski, this proof of virginity is ezaAed with 
rigour. The men j^ffeft to affure themfelves 
of this ilate by a jury of midwives, who 
there make their examination with the utmoft 
fcverity, and which, every- where elfe, would 
be conGdered as indecent.* The following i$ 
a fuccinft expollcion of that which occurs, in 
this refpefl^ 

The 



^e young married womeD remain alone 
With a midwife in the nuptial chamber : if the 
bride is admitted to be a virgin, the midwife 
who prefides at the ceremony, receives a pre- 
fent; in place of whicb^ when the damfel is 
judged to have lod her virginity^ they com- 
pel her, in ifae midfl of the ailemblyy Co drink 
out of a bored glais ; which is a ipecies of af^ 
front. 

After the confummation of the marriage^ 
the women are permitted to re-enter; and 
thefe flrip the new-married girl entirely naked;^ 
in order to aflfure themielvcs of her virginity. 
Among the different proofs, they regard as the 
moil certain, that in which the linen has beeq 
ftained with bloods In this cafe, they place 
the shift in a little trunk } and afterwards 
again fummon the two fpoufes to the afiembly. 
The trunk, containing the depofite of the 
young woman*s virginity, paiTes firfl; and, as 
foon as this trunk appears, founds of muilc 
proclaim the triumph of the ipoufesy During 
this concert, they shew the marks of the bride's 
virginity to all the guefts; and, for ieveral 
fucceeding days, they hand the cheft round to 
all their neighbours. 

Vol. 11. N Th# 



The marriage is intemipted by an aftoQ« 
isbiog uproar, when tliey do not meet with the 
required proof. The Abb6 Chappe, who wit- 
nefled a fcene of this kind> defcribes the cir- 
cumftances of it with as much intereflas agree- 
ablenels." This Academician adds, thar^ at 
Mofcow and St. Petersburg, they are no longer 
fo rigid with refpeft to vh-ginity. Among 
the great, they genersdly content themfelves 
with taking off the shift of the bride while 
she is in bed with her husband; and this shift 
always prefents authentic proems of her vir- 
giniQr*. 

Let us examine on what the afTertion is 
founded, That a girl who is a virgin always 
emits blood on being approached by her hus- 
band. 

This blood, which is defired with (b moch 
ardour in the firft enjoyment, arifes from the 
rupture of the hytnen^ or from the too great 
ftraitnefs of the entrance of the vaginay and 
its djiproportion to the body which ftrives to 

♦ ^ojage en SibMe. Tome I. Part I. 

penetrate 



penetrate tbat part. With regard to the 
hym^nj I shall no more fpeak of ic; but folely ' 
demondrate^ that a girl may have confervefl 
her virtue in all the extent of the term, and 
yet be unfortunate enough not to have it io 
her power to give thofe proofs of her aftual con- 
dition, by an effufion of blood, which a pre- 
judiced man exptft^ \ and that, on the contrary, 
a young woman who has admitted the caxcfTes 
of a man, may ftill, through certain united gr* 
cumftancei, flatter the felWove of a husbanc^ 
a$ to the eziftence of her virginity^ 

This^matter has been treated with all that 
accuracy which dillinguishes M. de fiuiFon, in 
his Natural Hidory \ 

It is evident, according to this Author^ 
that the effufion of blood, which is conGdered 
as an aftual proof of virginity, does not take 
place under all circumflance^, where the en- 
trance of the vagina might have been naturally 
related or diiaced4 Thus all girls» though 
undeflourcd, do not emit blood} others^ who 

♦ Tome IV. De la Puberti. 

N a haV0 
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have in reality forfeited tbeir honourt are liable 
to that emii&oii: fome shed it abundantly, and 
ieveral times; others, very h'ttle, and once 
only; and feme, again, not at all : for chat 
depends on age, health, conformation, and a 
great many other circumflances. 

A confiderab]e change has place in the 
parts of both fexes, at the time of puberty : 
thofe of the man take a prompt accretion ; 
and thofe of the woman increafe alfo in the 
fame time, particularly the nympha^ ivhicb, 
though nearly imperceptible before, become 
larger and more apparent : the perjodical dip 
charges happen at the fame period; and all 
thefe parts being in a ftate of accretion, and 
fwelled by the abundance of the blood, they 
tumefy, they mutually ftrain, and become at- 
tached to each other, at every point where 
they touch# The orifice of the vagina is 
thus found to be more clofejy shut than before, 
although the vagina has increafed during the 
lame time: but the form of this cootrad:ion 
mufl^ as we fee, be very different in different 
fubje6ls, and in the different degrees of the 
accretion of thefe parts. 

M. de 
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M. de Buffbn makes a remarki on tbii 
ibbje3;» which bad, to that time, efcaped Axor 
toiDids: it isy That whatever fiorm this con* 
tradlion takes, i^t only occurs in the time of 
puberty. ^ The little girte/ fays he, * whom 
^ I have had an opportunity to fee dilTefled, 

* had not any*thing like it; and, having col- 
^ lefted the fa6ts relative to this fubjeO, I can 

* affert, that when, before puberty, they have 
^ commerce with men, that commexce does not 

* occafion any eif ufion of Uood } unlefs,' ^dds 
this Aurhor, * Aere happens to be a too 
< great difpropqrtion^ or that rough efforts art 
^ employed. 



^ On the contrary, when girls are in full 
puberty^ and in the time of the accretion 
of thefe parts, an effufion of blood very 
frequently happens, on the {malleft touch, 
particularly if they are fat, and the menfes 
regular: for thofe who are lean, or that have 
the fiuor aibusj by no means poffefs this ap- 
pearance of virginity. An evident proof 
that this appearance has no folid foundation, 
is, that it occurs feveral times even, and 
after intervals of time fufficiently confider- 
9l>l9; an interruption of fome fpace, gives 
t^ 3 • new 
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^ tfew birth to this pretended virginity; and 
^rit is certain, that a young, woman who» in 
^ the firil embraces, lofes a great quantity of 

* blood) may itill lofe more, after a long ah- 
^ ftinence, even when the Grit connexion had 
^ coBtii^ued ieveral months^ and had been 

* fo intimate and fb frequent as can be ima« 

* gincd, 

< While the body continues in a ftate of 
^ accretion, the effufion of blood may be re- 
^ peated, provided there is anfncermption of the 

* commerce fufficiently long for giving the 
^ parts time to reunite^ and to regain their 

* original ftate. It has happened more than 
^ once/ adds M« de BufFon, ^ that girls who 
4 have had more than one weaknefs, failed not 
t afterwards to give their husbands this proof 

* of virginity, without employing any other ar- 
*^ tifice than that of rehouncing their illegitimate 
< commerce for fome time. Although our 

* morals have rendered women but too infin- 

* cere with refpeft to this article, more than 
f^ one have acknowledged the £a^ which are 

' ( here adduced; and there are fome whofe pre* 
^ tended virginity has been renewed to the 

^ number 
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^ number of four or five times in the i^ace of 
^ two or three years* 

' Thofe girls, in whom virginity is thus 

* renewed, are not fo numerous as tbofe to 

* whojoi Nature has refuj&d this fpecies of fa- 
^ vour. When the health is fomewhat de* 
^ ranged, the periodical difcharges bad and dif- 

* ficult, and the parts too humid, neither any 
^ contradaon or any folding will take place: 

< thefe parts take their accretion; but, being 

< continually humid, they ^o not acquire fu& 
^ ficient firmnefi for reuniting; neither carun- 

* cles, rings, or folds, are there formed; a 

* trifling obftacle, only, is experienced in the 
^ fif ft approaches, and thofe are made without 
^ any efiiifion of bloodV 

Can it alfo be (aid that this treacherous 
proof of virginity does not very often de-i 
pend on the difproportion of the organs ? 
and on the manner in which they are empbyed? 
Sometimes a man wrongfully fu(pe£b the integrity 
of the woman with whom he hat an intecour^a 

r Bifieire Naturelle. Tome IV, 

^ \ for 
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forthefirft time; but, let him render himfelf juf- 
tice, and he will probably find in his own perfon 
areafon for the abfence of thofe figns which he 
expe£b. On the contrary, there are men 
gifted in fuch a manner, that they cannot fail 
of finding virginity every- where, if it be always 
announced by an efi^ufion of blood. 

There are alfo other circumftances which 
may impofe on ua, in this refpeS:, as to the 
ilate of a girl: fome inconveniences require 
the intromfflion of a pejfaryy that is fometimes 
of metal, and then it \z impoffible to find any 
^ fign of virginity, although the girl has nothing 
with which she can reproach herfelf. More, 
over; ought we to confound defloration with 
particular accidents, the fruits of an inflamed 
imagination, and of an erotic temperament, 
ivhich lead aftray a youn^ woman who inclines 
to pleafure* 

^ Nothing*) then, is more chimerical,' fa]^ 
M. de Buffon, ^ than the prejudices of men in 
^ this matter; and nothing more uncertain than 
f thefe pretended figns of the virginity of the 
f body. A young perfon shall have connexion 
S iYJ(b a man before the age of puberty, and 

* fo^ 
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€ for the firft time, and neverthelefs without 
^ giving any mark of this virginity: afkerward^, 
^ the fame perfon, when fome time has elapfed^ 
^ and she is come to puberty, shall have all 
^ thefe figns, and shed blood in the new ap< 
^ proacbes, provided her health \s not affected: 

* she will not become a maid, till fome time 
^ after her virginity is loll; and she may even, 
^ on the iame conditions, become fo ieveral 
^ times in fucoeflion. Another, on the con* 
^ trary, who has, in reality, her virginity, shall 
' no longer be a maid, or^ at leafl, there shall 
^ be no appearance of ir. On all this, then, 
^ men ought to tranquillile themfelves, in- 

* Head of giving way, as is frequently the 
^ cafe, to unjttft fufpidons, or to unfounded 
^ joys, according to their ideas of a woman's 

* virtue or impurity V 

There refultsa much greater inconvenience 
as to the certainty which men believe they 
have of virginity or defloration. It is, when 
Tribunals order the examination of a girl, and 
she is inipefied by ignorant midwives, or fur- 

♦ Sajhire Naturelk. Tome IV. 

geons 
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geons pofleffiflg a share of knowledge but 
little fuperior, I ha^e feen fome of thefe 
M regard the colour of the nipples as an ir- 
refragable fign of loft virginity: others rdy 
on, infufions of fome plants^ of which they 
make tbofe drink plentifuify, whole ftate is to 
be afcertained: thefe take the meafure of the 
neck ;. th6k examine the cartilages of the nofe ; 
another believes the truth to be difcoverable 
by the found oi the voice» &e ^(Aoat oi the 
skin, and the fiate of the eyes. But do 
they reflea that, in paifing thefe hazardous 
judgments, the life frequently, or ^t leaft the 
honour, of a perfon is affected 1 

We find, in Venette^ a report of mid- 
wives, in 1672, concerning defloration ; and 
nothing more fully proves the ignorance, at 
that time, of thefe women, whofe blunders 
ought to be confidered of the laft im^ 
portance. I have under my eyes a tabJe, in 
which they defcribed the parts that announce 
virginity or defloration, according as they found 
it in fuch or iiich a ftate. In Venette may 

♦ See the firft Part. Chap. IV. art. HI. 

be 
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be ieen the relation of which I have fpo^eo^ 
and which folely concerns the parts of gene^ 
ration^ here J $hall expofe the induftions that 
were formerly drawn from the parts which 
have no fenfible connexion with tbofe where 
the offence is committed. From this expo- 
Gtion it will be feen^ how much found pbilo- 
fophy has correfted the abufes whichi in former 
times, prevailed in the judgments againft vir^ 
ginity^ 

TABLB 

♦ Vcnette does not place the finalleft confidence 
in the report of the three Midwives which he has 
dted in his Work, and, certainly, qot^without reafbn. 
It would be eafy to controvert the,proofs which thefe 
women adduce, ot the rape committed on the peribn 
whom they had examined. They found the parts 
in a ftate that is not common to young virgins; but 
that was not a fufiBdent aflurance, ^ter they had 
examined all with the finger and the eye^ till they 

had found the traces of In the table of the 

Cgns before-mentioned, the Author places in the rank 
of thofe which announce defloration, the os pubis 
half open. Every woman fubjeded to an examina- 
tion, would have been feimd a virgin, if a dilatation 
of the OS pubis was requifite for eftablishing the lofs 
of virginity^ We know diat this exteiifion is very 
rare» and that it can only be obferved in lome deli- 
veries, 
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TABLE OF THE SIGNS 

WHICH INDICATE 

PUCELAGE AND DEFLORATION, 

» J- -. rri Namei of the Parti , -. , , ^ ^ 
InduaumsffTuc^ from whence tbefc in- I^dttoikms ^/ B^Jh^ 

^'- dicaiions are dxawn. ''^^' 

Pine and ereft • . TU eyes .... Sad and downcalL 
Fine and white • The whites of diito Tarnished. 
White and fmooth The face . « . • Freckled. 
Fleshy . . . .The nofe .... Lean and chin. 
Clear and pieafant 7^ voice • . • Very harah. 
Good • • • . The appetite ^ • Bad. 
Slender and thin Ihe nec}^ . • • Thicker^ 
Middling. . • .The hreaft . • .Larger. 
White . . • • The nipples . • , Dark red. 
Clear . . • • -The urine . . . Thick. 
Narrow • . . • Her ftream . , . Large. 
Smooth • . • . The hair of the penil Shifted. 

It woald be inutile to detain myfelf for 
the purpofe of proviogi that it would be ab- 

vcries, that follow a long and diflScult labour. I 
shall not give tlie figns of defloration, drawn from 
the parts which had fufFered, becaufe they mzy be 
found in Vcnctte and clfewhere, and alfo becaufe the 
denominations of thefe parts are very diflcrent from 
thufc given id them by Anatomifts, 

furd 
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ford to place any confidence on thefe figos ; 
they ought not to have any weight) after what 
has been previoufly feen^ as to the ph^Hcal 
impoflibility of always diTcovering the integrity 
or the defloratioa of a girl, even by an in* 
fpeAion of the paits of generation \ 

\ 
. There is, neverthelefs, a prejudice which 
fome skilful men have accredited, refpefting 
the fympathy difcoverable between the organs 
of generation and thofe of the voice. I do 
not deny, by any means, the correfpondence 
whidi exifis between cbefe parts, C^b^^'e being 
convincing proofs of this^ ; but what is aflertcd 
touching virginity, that the flate of it may be 
known by the thicknefs of the neck, appears 
.to me estremely hazardous. 

It was a cuftom of the Romans, when 
they married a girl, to let her nurfe, or fome 

• On this fubjeft may be confulted the Trafl: 
on Virginity, by Kommann— which I have already 
noticed — Di Ftrginitaie tra&atus novus. Every 
diflSculty which can be ftarted, on tlie integrity of a 
girl, is there propofed, widi the dccifions of Phyfi- 
cians a^d Jurifconfults. 

other 
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Other woman, flMafore the thtclcnd^ of lief 
fiedr with a thread, in die prefence of all the 
afliftants. The next morning) after having 
entered the bride*s eHamber/ with a certain 
number of the relatione, she examined if the 
diread was (till the meaflire of the neck 4 and 
when it was found too short, they cried, in a 
tranfport of joy, * My daughter is hcconje a 
^ woman *r Charles Mufitanr, an Italian phy- 
fician, afiferts, that he made the experiment of 
the thread more than a tboufand times, and 
that it never once ctooeived himt* I believe 
that this proof may fometimes fiicceed, wfaen, 
in imitation of the Romans, the meafiire of 
the neck is taken before marriage, and after 
the a6l by which it is confummated : but we 
should frequently deceive ourfdves,. if this 
proof, as MuGtan defcribes it, was made on 
all women in general, who are accounted to 
live in a privation of pleafures. Do we not 

^ It IS this cuftom of which Catullus fpeaks in 
thefe two lines — 

Non Warn nutrtx^ orienti luce revifgns 
Hefierno coilumpoterii circumdare fih. 

t See the Anecdotes dc M6decine. Second edi- 
tion. Anecdote CLXI. 

obferve 



obfdrve girlf whofe neck be^ns tofiwli a few* 
days before they ham tb* mei^roal difcharges? 
Tbofe Who have litde ificlinatioD towards love, 
receive tbek" carelles with a tranquiUity^ an 
indcdeneei tbit cannot influence the parts of 
the neck: : it is alway«^ in thefe perCons, of the 
fame thicknefs^ with relation to the other part^ 
of the body. Moreover^ this augmentation 
of bulk,' is often no oiher than momentary^ 
and lafis only' a- short time after the aSion. 
There are even many individu^s of both 
fexes^ who, by the tranfports wliich egitate 
them, experience rtis fwelling every time they 
repeat the venereal aft: (it is even a reafon 
for moderating our eztafies, if we woiild not 
expofe ourfelves to dimne(ses> to vertigos, and 
fometimes to an attack of the apoplexy. . There 
iS| then, nothing certain, as to. the date of the 
neck, for drawing proofs of the abfence or the 
preience of virginity. 

Some perfons pretend to have acquired, 
by experience, lights fuffidently great» for un- 
dertaking to decide on the defloration or the 
virginity of a young woman, in folely confidcr^ 
ing her exterior appearance* I aver, that 
the judgments which tfaefe peribns fi> readily 

pronounce, 



pronounce, muft be very often iuijiift» wfaOei^ 
after an iofpedtion of the part* even, an Ana- 
tomifl: would foiDetiiifes find it ififficulc to give 
ft dedfive fentence. If we may place any 
confidence in hiftory, Demoeritu9 was one of 
thefe profound men} but then the meeting 
was not agreeable to many women. Havtog, 
one day, fainted a girl, he addrel&d her the 
next as a woman, becaufe he knew, by the 
air of her vifage, that she had confeoted^ fince 
their former rencounter, to part with her vir- 
ginity. 

At Prague there refided a Monk, who 
knew perfons by the fcent, in the fame manner 
as others know them by the fight; md who^^ 
thus, was enabled to dillinguish, without de- 
ceiving himftlf, a girl and a chafte woman from 
thofe who were neither the one or the other ^ 
I should fooner give credit to the finenefs of 
the finell of this Monk, than to the other 
means of difcovering the truth by figns dearly 
always equivocal: but Nature does not give 
to many individuals, except among the animals, 

« See the Colle&ion Acadimiiut^ &c. Tome 
IV* pag^ sspi 339*. 

this 
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ibii mcety of fmell, that difcovers^ by the cod. 
tinual emanacions of bodieS) the changes, cfaft 
Variacionc, and the trifling revolations to which 
they are fubjea*: We likevrife £nd, in th6 
Effai fur Parii, a very Angular, example of 
the fineneis of a blindman'ft fmell; by meads 
of which he perceived that one of his daiigh- 
ters, for he had two, fuffered her lover to 
take thofe liberties which are only penoHitte^ 
between man and wlfe^ 

I shall not Cbnclode this Chapter, Ivichotft 
obierving, that the Romans, who, as we hav6 
feen, entertained the higheft idea of virginity^^ 
had imagined feveral Divinities^ who prefided 
over defloration; fo that, in every marriage 
which occurred, the Gods and Goddnflls had 
fcach their particular oflSce; Dea Virginenfii 

• Borrichius faw, in the houfe of a man of 
tank, t&\ young women, where a monkey was alio 
kept. Among thefe girls, there was one, to whom' 
this animal— attrafted by I know not what fcent, fays 
Borrichius— coniinually attached himfelf. The caufe 
of diis afictiion being invoftigated, it was found that 
the monkey's favourite poflcired the moft amorous 
temperament of all the ten. Ibid. p. 330. 

Vol. Ih ^ O wrft 
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was tbeGoddefi who commenoed the ceremooyy 
and untied the girdle of the bride: she was 
followed by a God-*« Deus Subiffu-^- whom 
they invoked in the moment marked by love 
for entering, the lift. A third Divinity — \ 
. Dea Prema -— » tooJk part in the happinefs of 
the fpoufes^ when they reunited their efforts, 
to procure themfelves new tranfports^ The 
laft Goddefs who prefided at thefe myfteries, 
was named Dea Penundai she facilitated, to 
the Lovers^ the career of voluptuoufiiefs; and 
ifa-ewed there fome ilowers in the critical mo- 
ment when imarc interrupted pleafiire. 



CHAP. 
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ON THE 

SEMINAL LIQUOR^ 



SEVERAL Philofophe s among 
th« ancients believed^ that not only tbef 
germs of Animals were contained in the Seed 
of the male, but alfo that the menftrual 
blood of the woman was abfolutely neceflary 
to fecundation. The feed, and the matter 
of the menfes, were, then, regarded for- 
merly, as the fources of generation, and 
confequently of the multiplication of the 
fpccics. Thus the ancient Philofophers had 
greater advantages than the moderns, for ex.^ 
plicating the rcproduftion of man. He irf, 

O a faid ^ 
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faid they, entirely contained in the feed of the 
male; the woman receives him in che matrices 
and there he developes by means of the raea- 
ftrual blood. Thofe who declared themfelves 
in this manner, refle£led by no means on the 
difficulty of concihatfng tlie bad qualities which 
they fuppofed in the menftrual blood, with the 
funftionr which they accorded it of develop- 
ing and nourishing the fetus. New obfer- 
vations have shewn the fmall relation which 
there is between the infant in the matrice 
and the periodical efflux of the mother, at 
leaft for the formation of the fetus; for w« 
shall hereafter fee, how much this efflux may 
accidentally influence generation* With re* 
gard to the embryo contained in the feed, 
the moderns are divided: forae pretend, that 
this liquor contains, in reality, the man in mi- 
niature, and where all the parts, being exaftly 
placed, wait only for a favourable circumftance 
to develope themfelves ; while others aflert, 
that the parts of the animal remain in the ft- 
ininal fluiJ, without adherence or order, and 
that they alone unite in the matrice: thofe who 
follow the fyftcm of the eggs, accord only to 
the feminal fluid a penetrating and aftive fa- 

culty. 
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culty, capable of fruftifying the egg, and of ' * 
giving life to the embryo which is therein con- 
tained, 

Thefe different iyftems, which I shall not 
here expo/e, owe their origin aJone to the 
obfcurity that prevails as to the abfolufc efcncc 
of the feminal liquor. Does this fluid contain 
the entire man? Do we perceive there any 
thing bcGdes the different parts of the animal? 
Before that liquor is injcded into the matrice) 
do many thoufands of animalcules live in it? 
Thefe queflions, and fb many others, agitated 
every day, and refolved by the Authors of the 
different fyflems, each to their own particular 
advantage, fpread more and more the cloudy 
of uncertainty on an objqd which great men 
have confidered as impenetrable. 

The father. of Medicine, Hippocrates, 
confidered the feed as flowing from every pare 
of the body, but particularly the head. The 
feed of the man, fays he, comes from all the 
humours of his body, and is the moil important 
part of it. This is proved by the weakncfe 
which fucceeds a too great indulgence in amo* 
reus purfuity. From all the parts of the 

3 , t^^y 
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body there arife veins and nei vfes, that have a 
communication with the genital parts : when 
thefe are filled and inflamed^ they experience 
a tidllation, that is imparted cp che whole body^ 
and that conveys there an impreffion of warmth 
and of pleafure: the humours enter into a 
fpecies of fermentation, that feparates from 
thence the moft precious and the mofl bairamic 
part; and this part, thus feparated from the 
reft, is conveyed, throiigh the marrow of the 
fpine, to the genital organs ^. 

Galen ado|>ted the fentiment of Hippo* 
crates. This humour,^ laid he, is no other 
than the moft fqbtile part of all the others : 
it has its veins and its nerves, that carry it 
to the tefticles from ail parts of the bodyt. 
Ariftotle called it the excrement of the hft 
{iHmenty that has the faculty of producing 
bodies refembling that by which itfelf is pro- 
duced. Pyihagoras faid, that it is the flower 
of the pureft blood; Plato, a flowing, an ef- 
f ufion of the fplnal marrow j Epicurus, a por. 
tlon of the foul and the iody x Alcma^on con- 



♦ Hipp- ^^ genitura. 

I f:Onanifme. Art. IL Scd. VI. 
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fidered it as a part of the brain^i and a ce« 
lebrated Phyfician of the prefeot day, has adopted 
this fyftem, aod amplified it in fuch a manner, 
Chac the feed, according to him^ is an aflemblage 
oi an infinity of finall brains f. 

Notwithftanding fome differences in the 
opinions which I have expofed, with relation to 
the feed, it is cafy to perceive that this fluid 
has always been regarded as extremely precious. 
We admit, at this time, that it is feparated 
from the blood, after this blood has been pre- 
pared in the very delicate veilels, which pre« 
fent it to the glands of the^teflidas, as I have 
eliewhere obiervedS. 

Pbylidans who only confider the prdlfic 
liquor as it appears to the eye, without the aid 

♦ Ibid. Sqq alfo Dulaurent. Liv. VIIL chap, a. 
Plutarch, the Opinions of Pkilofopbers. Liv. V. 
chap, s* 

f Mimoires fur divers fujets dt Midccint^ by 
M. le Camus. In die eighth Chapter I have in- 
ferted a brief account of this Author's fyftem of ge- 
neration. 

S See die fecond Chq)ter of tliis Volume. 

04 Of 
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of th€ mtcrofcope, regard it as a white humour, 
campofed of t^o fluids^; fo that they divide 
the feed into two parts* the one prolific, the 
other unprDlific: the fecond ferves as a vehicle 
to the firft, and is filtrated by the proflas^ 
and the glands of the urethra ; while the firfl, 
which alope can be flridlly called feedy is the 
humour contained in the Icminal vefidea* 
IThis laft, like the fyllem which they admit on 
generation, is abfoluteiy neceiTary for repro* 
duftioU) and its vehicle ferves alone to render 
it more fluid, to lubricate the canal of the ure« 
thra, and to defend it againfl the acrimony of 
the (alts contained in the urine. 

This humour of the proflata is, perhaps, 
the fole liquor which women difcharge in the 
union of the fexes, or when they employ illicit 
means for appeafing an irritated temperament 
But) it will be faid, can the emiflion of this 
liquor give a tafte of pleafure? Ahl who 
can affirm the contrary! I have already al* 
^uded to that which may be fdpefted as the 
caule of voluptuous fenfations in women ; and 
to that may be added, the expreffion, the 
ifTuing of the humour of the proftata in cer- 
tliiq fUDjeds. In a greater or a leiTer degree, 

pleafure 
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pjeafure is alike in all men; while, among 

MTomeny it is a Proteus^ that probably varies 

ip every individual ^ How $hall we explicate 

the caafe of pleafure in perrons whofe organs 

do nof exprefs any thing, although tbefe wo^ 

TDGii avow the ej^taiies of voluptuou/hefs ? 

It is no more, in this pafe, than a fenfaticHi 

excited by the titillation of the clitoris. How 

shall wc explicate the pleafure of thofe who 

only tafte it in a difficult emiffionl— The 

humour of the proflata muft be the caufe of 

this voluptuous emotion : ft is, perhaps^ to 

this humour that unforturiate Eunuchs, de* 

prived of the organs which prepare the feminal 

liquor, owe that trifling fenfacion of ple«fure 

which they experience, at leaft that which 

feveral perfons alTure us tbfey experience. In 

short) when debauchery fuperfedes Nature, 

and yoijfng perfons irriute the organs, whole 

♦ I fpeak here alo!ie of women who are con- 
Verfant with pleafure; for it has elfewhere been feen, 
that there were a great number in whom the tempe- 
rament rebelled agaiiift love, and who, vvith the beft 
inclinations, did not experience any fenfation,- while 
they excited, in ihe conflifts of love, the moft vo- 
luptuous tranfports! 

funAions 
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funftions are not yec efiablished, it is oo other 
than the humour of the proflata that admi- 
nifters to the brutality of their paffions: and 
when men, fatigued by exceffive enjoyments^ 
would flill facrifice to voluptuouihefi, at an 
age in which pleafure ^\ts^ if then capabte 
of gra£ping fome of its teints, they folely owe 
it to this humour, fuppofing that it can ftill 
operate^ and again impart feeling to the fibres, 
which are frequently too weak for experiencing 
the lighteft impreffion^ 

The truly prolific part of the feed, that, 
in the union df the feies, which is expiefTed 
from the fcminai vefidos, viewed in « micro* 
fcope, prefents phenomena, as I have before 
obferved, whidi vary according to the fyftem 

^ Men who are fpurred on to pleafme by ao 
ill-OHiceaved vanity, ought to know, that tfaeie are 
bounds for phyfical love; and that when the tempe- 
rament pppofes itfel^ I will not fay to the dcfires, 
but to muldplied efforts, it is no other dion the hu« 
fnour oF \b&profiau that fumisbes eDjoyment. — 
How is it poiEble diat thofe men who do violence to 
Nature, are incapable of perceiving die tepidity, and 
even indolence, of the pleafure which they purfue! 

Of 



ON TH£ SEMINAL LIQUOR. 5tOit 

of the philofopher who confiders this liquor. 
I shall briefly prefent fome of thefe pheno- 
mena ; particularly fuch as have been brought 
into repute by the impoGng names of thofe 
who obferved them. It will be feen, that 
every difcovery has been the means of building 
a new hypothefis; and, after having expofed 
fome of thefe, we shall, perhaps, be forced to 
abandon them, and to ask, ff^at is the feed? 

Hartfoeker advifed an examiaation, in the 

microfcope, of the feminal liquor, which i» 

feldom^ (ays M. de Maupertuis, the objeft of 

attentive and tranquil eyes*. But what a 

marvellous ipeftacle^ when he therein difcO" 

vered living animals ! A drop was an Ocean» 

where fwam an innumerable multitude of finall 

fisb> in a thoufand different direftions. •— We 

can fcarcely refrain from thinking, that thefe 

anin^als, difcovcred in the liquor of the male^ 

were thofe which mufl one day reproduce hiin; 

and, in following this difcovery, fecundity ifli 

wholly to be attributed to men. 

« 

• Finus phyfique, dup. IV. 

Leuwenhoek) 
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Leuwenhoek, in his marvellous obferva«« 
tions, found that thefe animalcules are fo finally 
and in '•fo great a number, that ^ooo^ooo^ooo 
were not equal to a grain of fand! Nay 
more, this celebrated Phyfician faw the male 
and the female! Thefe animals h^ve a tailt \ 
and are of a figure which nearly refembles that 
pf a frog when firft produced: they have alfo the 
form of a certain great-headed water infe£t At 
firft, they are feen to be in great motion; but it 
flackens after, a short interval, and the liquor in 
which they fwim> being cold, or evaporated, they 
perish. In thefe little beings, viewed by 
skilful Phyficians^ in the feminal liquor, they 
fuppofed they faw man under an envelope 
tjiat gate him the form of a worm. Hart- 
foeker faid, that man, covered with a mem- 
branous veil, was inclofed in the head of a 
worm, and that the tail anfwered to the navel 
Hoffman bdieved, for fome time, that the pro* 
lific liquor of the male riot only contained 
animalcules under the figure of worms, but 
alfo globules, or tranfparent eggs, each of 
which should tend as a refidence for two 
worms *• 

♦ See the DiRionnaire d'Anatomie; PArt d§ 

fairt 
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I shall not here enter into any detail on 
the obfefvations of Dalempaziusy who fingU- 
larly awakens tiie attention of Phyficians^ in 
announcing to them imaginary difcoveries, that: 
puzzled the whole republic of Letters*. id 
is now known, that the pretended Dalcmpazius 
was M. de la Piantade, of the tociQty of Sci« 
ences at Montpellier, who published fiftitious 
difcoverics on the feminal liquor, for the pur- 
pofe of turning into ridicule the microfcopic 
obfervers. They were, nevenhelefs, the 
dupes of that Author's pteafantry; and even 
the great fioerhave enlarged on thefe difco* 
veries in an hypothecs, which we may nam6 
the tribute rendered by a great man to human 
weaknefs. M. de BuffOn ferioudy combated 
the difcoverics of the pretended Dalempazius f ; 
and this shews the impropriety of fporting with 

faire dss garfons; le DiShnnaire de Chirmrgie; les 
Dicouvertes microfcopiques ; FHiftoire Naiurelle '; 
la Collection Acadimique^ &c. where will be found 
the Obfervations of the Authors who have ci;cd 
tbefc opiflions* 

♦ See the Nouvellcs de la EJpublic du LetlreSy 
idpp. 

t See rmjloire N^iurelUy tome III. page 23 1^ 

&c. 

any 
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^ay fubjeft th9t concerns tip fcienoeS) fince^ 
ttiraogb that meant) ibme perfons are led into 
errors, and others employ, Im rrfatation, a 
time that cannot be efteemed too predous for 
fiterature* 

This anecdote alfo demonftratea the c^ 
lerity with which error gain$ on men, and the 
efforts which are neceflary for difpelling it» 
The celebrated M. Ferrein, in his public 
leftures at the amphitheatre of the King's 
Garden, did not forget to fix the attentkxi 
of his auditors on the pretended diicoveriea 
of Dalempazius, nor to appreciate the pleafan- 
try of M, de la Plantade. M. Aftmc, ad- 
verting to this circumftance, purfued the fame 
line of condud: in the Royal College. And, 
neverthelefs, Dalempazius has been cited in 
modern works — whether for adopting his 

opinion, or whether for refuting it as if, 

in reality, there had been a Pbyfician of that 
name, who had ferioufly imparted his difco- 
veries *. 

♦ The following paflage is infected in the CoJ- 
le&hn Jlcaddmique^ [ vol. VII. foreign part, page 
xxv of the Preface]— * Have we not feen a face* 

* tious 
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It wa» after thefe fingular obfervations) 
that they arranged a fyftem on gmeratioii. 
Living animals have been &»n. in the femioal 
liquor; and nothiqg is more finale than tq 
imagine that thefe are> in miniature, the indi- 
viduals of all the fpedes. Thefe animals mtifl: 
have a place io which tfaqr. may grow, apd 
obtain a certain fi^e; and the feed inje6ted in 
the matrices fulfils that condition. But aV 
ISaturalills do not agree, even on the exr 
ifience of thefe animalcules, of thefe fpermatic 
worms. An Obferver aflerts, tb9t apiQuk 
really exift in the feed^ and that thcgr may be 
eafily difcovered with a microfcope; but it i^ 
fays he, when the feed is corrupted, and which 
takes pJace in a very short time *. 

* tlous writer, under the name of Dalempazius, pre* 

* fent the public with microfcopic dilcoverics, and 
« perplex the republic of Letters by thefe imaginary 
' difcovcries?* At page 410 of the fame volume, 
we find the extraft of a Letter, ' containing a mi- 

* crofcopic Obfervation on the feed, by M. Dalem* 

* pazius.' 

♦ DiShnnain dt Midecine. Art. Genera- 
tion. 

Hartfocker 
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Hartfbeker placecl in a microicope the' 
prolific liquor of numberleis living animals^ 
and always dilcovered in it the fame phenomena* 
Phyiicians^ according to the iluthol* of the 
Fenus ' phyfique^ have fearched for fomethiag 
fimilar in the blood and in all the Other fluids 
of the body; but there they could iiot difcover 
any things however great the force of the 
inicrofcope; it always reprefented deferted 
feaS) in which no Ggns of life were perceivd>Ie. 
Neverthelefss Vali&ieri^ Heifler, and other ob- 
fervers, pretend chat this (pedes of animals i& 
obfervable in nearly all the fluids. Valifnieri 
faw indances of this in the blood of infe^ed 
bullocks j HoflTman pretends that be made a 
fimilar *obfervatioii in the pureft blood; B&no 
found thefe animals in the liquor of the ^ro/?^/^ 
Of women; and he aflSires lis, that he wai 
not able to difcover them in the cock, and 
other arimals, where thefe animalcules muft 
certainly exift in prodigious numbers*. Verr- 
heyen pretended, that what had been confidered 
as fpermatic worms, was no other than bubbles 
of air. Many Phyficians have obferved that 
thefe animalcules do not appear in children, 

♦ Dmmnaire O'Anatomie^ &c. Aru Gene- 
ration. 

and 
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and that in old men they are very finall in 
number, and extremely languid; that, in a ftate 
of fjcknefsy they are found equally weak and 
languid. How shall we conciliate thefe ob- 
fervations with thofe which feemingly demon- 
ftrare that corruption is neceflary for the de- 
velopement of thefe animalcules? How con. 
ceive that thefe diminutive beings can cxift in 
the feminal fluid of a man attacked with 9 
gonorrhea, as Leuwei)hoek has obferved? 

This skilful Pbyfician> by the number of 
his obfervacions, has, perhaps, thrown more 
incertitude on the eiTenoe of the feminal fluids 
than there ezifted before he had communicated 
his fentiments. The animalcules which he 
law, living in tjie tliinpeft part of the fluid, 
thofe at leaft which were in that part, appeared 
to him in a ftate of immobility ; but, as a com* 
penfatioD, he difcovered there fo great a num- 
ber of di#etent velTeis, that he entertained no. 
doubt of their containing all the nerves, the 
arteries, and the veins of the fetus. I am 
perfuaded, fays this NaturaUft, in a letter to 
the Vifcount Broucker, that I have feen more 
of this in a Angle drop of feed, than prefents 
itfelf in a day to an anatomift in the diflfeflion 

Vol. U. P of 
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of a corpfe ; which induces me to believe^ 
continues he> that there i$ no veflel in the 
body of a full grown man, that i&.not difcovcr- 
able in the feed, when wellconflituted*. 

I have already mentioned the prodigious 
number of animalcules which Leuwenhoek 
e(timat:c8 to be^ contained in a fingle drop of 
{he feininal liquor: how can the imaginatioa 
extend) then> to that innumerable quantity of 
vefTels which fwim in this drop of liquor, and 
that muft be placed accitirding to the order of 
the animal economy, when the fetus is in the 
fnatrice I But,, what mod revolts agamfl 
realbn is, the flrange difproportion found be*, 
tweeh the number 6f thcfe little beings con- 
tained in a drop of the feminal fluids and that 
of the individuals which come into the world. 
Immenferichneis ! exclaimed M. de Maupertuis; 
iinlimited fecundity of Nature! have you not 
here been prodigal ? And may we not re^ 
prosch you with too much preparation and ex- 
pence ? Of this prodigious multitude of little 
animals, that fwim in the feminal liquor, there 

♦ TranfaSlions phihrophi^uei^ i;68. 

comes 



ON THE 5]UtfINAL UqVOfi. tXStg 

comes but one only to humsmity; for the moft 
fecund* woman rarely brings two children to 
the world, hardly ever three. And though 
the females of other animals produce a gteater 
number of their ipecies, that number is nearly 
nothing in compari/bn of the multitude of 
animals that ,fwim in the liquor shed by the 
male. 

M. de Maupertuis, after having thus apo- 
firophized Nature^ endeavours to juftify her: 
but the reaibns which he has given for this 
prod^'ty of Nature^ did not appear juft Co 
feveral learned meot Of this I shall ipeafc 
^low. 

Thefe obfervations, and many others that 
I might have added, -are not favourable to the 
bypothcfis of feminal animalcules ; fince the 
little agreement which fubGfts between meii 
who have embraced this hypotbeiis, is eafily to 
be perceived. Their contradictions call in* 
cmitude on the exigence of thefe animalcules, 
as well as on their natuie; of which we may 
judge by the difference in th& defcriptions 
which thefe obfervers give of tbem^ and which 
Pa .are 



»30 ON THE SZIUNAL UQUOR. 

sre depoiiced id the records of the moil ce-* 
lebrated Academies of Europe. 

Many partifans of the animalcules are em- 
barrafTed, on being asked^ What is the origin 
of this infinite multitude of animated beings? 
Andf if formed in us, what primitive principle 
is to be affigned for it ? Are they exifting 
in the workl> and thus enter) with the air or 
the aliments, into the parts of which we are 
compofed ? But why, in this cafe, do they 
not at once take their abode in the eggs of 
every woman, and produce a great number of 
virginal conceptions ? Moreover, have they 
folely the privilege of hving from the creation 
of the world ? And if it be faid that they re* 
produce themfelves, to perish afterwards, how 
IS this generation between them to be expli* 
cated? Lailly^ shall we fuppofe them to be 
immortal, and that they are liniited to i certain 
number ? But, then, it will follow from 
thence, that men would be limited to the con** 
fumption of the number of thefe animalcules; 
which is a repugnancy* On the other fide, 
in fuppofiDg with phyficians, that the little 
worm which fwiras in the feminal liquor, con- 
tains an infinity of g^erations from father to 

father, 
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ta&evj we maft accord him, as experienced 
phyfidans have done> his feminal liquor, in 
which animals fwim as much fmaller than liim- 
ftlf as he is finaller than the father from whom 
he derived his b^wgi and ic is thus with each 
of them to infinity: fo that, according co this 
fyitem, Adam contained all the men who have 
appeared on the earth, and all thofe who muH: 
y^c inhabit it This is Lbj fyflcni which 

gave birth to tiie idea of irfmy^ akbcuqh its 
parti&ns have not too much embarra/Tcd tliem. 
ielves by examining whether, in ph}fical mat- 
teVf we can admit this word in ali its force. 

When the ancients had a fad to explicate, 
the cauie of which was beyond their compre- 
faenOoo, they had recourfe to faculties^ and by 
chat means refolved the mod delicate queftions* 
If the ancient philofophers were asked, how 
generation operated, they would anfwer — 
fiy a generathe faculty ^ and every^one was 
fatisfied with that folution, or, at lead;, pre- 
tended to be ib. It is very nearly the fame 
with the anfwers made by the partifans of the 
fyftem of fpermatic animals, to the difficulties' 
prefented to their coniideration. How can ^ 
being produce his likenefs ? They anfwer, 
P J It 
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It 15^ becaufe he was wholly produced, and 
that the reprodu£Hon of men was mtirdy 
completed in the firfl: man. 

The fird man, or, as fbme will have it, 
the firll woman, for there is no perfeA agree* 
ment on this efTential point, contained then 
the germs of all the men that were to be 
born; bat thefe germs .developing themfelves 
fucceifively, and In fuppofing the world eternal, 
Ca fuppofidon which may be admitted, in order 
to embarrafs phyfidans^ the partiians of the 
pre-exiflence of the germs will .lay, that Adam 
and £ve^ contained in thar feminal refervoirs 
not alone all the human beings that have ap» 
peared and that will appear, but alfo ail thoie 
that might have appeared, or that may appear; 
that there is not even a young man or a young 
woman of whom the. fame tiling may not be 
aflerted: for I fuppofe in the univerfe as many 
"Si^orlds as there are couples of individuals of 
die two fexes capable of multiplying the fpe» 
6r&\ if we place them in each of thefe worlds, 

• This was the opinion of Father. Mallehnmche, 
. who pretended that Eve conodned in her ovary all 
the human race, RecAerckc d€ la FiriU. 

there 
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there will from thence refult, abftrafted from 
fortuitous accidents^ immcnfe generations, that 
were all contained in the'feminsil veficle^ of 
the firft man, or in the ovary of the firfl wo- 
man, frcm the inftant of th«ir creation. In 
fuppofing all thefe generations to be eternal, 
wemuAalib neceflarily fuppofe, not an infinife 
creationj but an infinity of infinite creati^ns^ 
aSually exifting. But there is an inconfi* 
(tency in inGnite creation ^ 

^ Id the third volume of the Hiftoire NatureUe^ 
[ chap. JI. J may be {^lOi the great ideas of M de 
BulFon on the word infinite^ relatively to repro- 
dudioD. This illuftrious Author proves, that tlie 
idea of infinity can proceed only from the idea 
of finitude. It is here, fays he, an, infinity of 
fucceflion, a gcoroctrical infinity : each individual is 
an unity; feveral individuals make a finite number, 
and the fpedes is the infinite number. Thus, after 
the fame manner in which we may demonftrate that 
the geometrical infinity has no exiftence, we may 
affuic our&Ives that the progrefs, or the develope- 
meut, to infinity, has likewife no exiftencej that it 
is no otiier ihan an abftrafted idea, an abridgment of 
the ic'ea of finiiude, from which we remove the li- 
mits that muft neccflarily terminate all greatnefs; and 
that we muft confequently reject:, inphilofophy, es-ery 
p 4 ep»nion' 
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I know thatt in following the idea whic^ 
is attached tp the word InfiDite, the partiinns 
of the pre-exiftent germs would advert to 
Geometry, that would exprefs the number of 
beings whofe future exiflence is pofTible: but 
the limits which arreA calculations, do not 
afreA my imagination ; I drop the pen, for 
want of the ability to exprefs myfelf, and ne- 
verthdefs I (till perceive an immenfe courfe ^o 
travel over, that will always imprefs on me 
the idea of a number formidable to truth, but 
that is by no means infinite. 

M. de Buffbn proves, by a very fimple 
calculation, that a grain of tlie ehn-trce, which 
does not weigh more than the hundredth part 
of an ounce, will have produced, at the end 
of a hundred years, a tree of the bignefs of 
ten ctabic fathoms j but that, in the tenth year, 
this tree will have yielded thoulands of grains^ 
which, having been all fown, would prpduce as 
many trees, &c» and that, lafliy, in the (pace 
of one hundred and fifty years, the whole 

opinion which ncccflarily condufts to the idea of the 
adual exigence of geometrical or arithmetrical in- 
finity. 

terreftrial 
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terreftrial globe might be cmverted into an 
ifrganic matter, aDalagous to the grain which 
had been depodted a hundred and fifty years 
before. This great Naturalii!: feems alfo to 
have been of opinion, that if, during thirty 
years, ail the germs of every hen were per- 
mitted to be hatched, and care taken again 
to let all tbofe hatch that might proceed from 
thence» without deftroying any of thefe ani- 
mals, there would bd enough of them, at the 
end of that time, to cover the entire furface of 
the earth, placing them clofe to each others 

Although reproduction ieems and ought 
to be the fame; I would fay^ to operate after 
the fame manner in all animated beings; and 
that, coniequently, « view of the calculations 
previoufly given may guide a little nearly as to 
the produce of the multiplication of the hu- 
man fpecics; I shall here adduce, in order to 
avoid the omiffion of any thing on this fubjeft, 
that which M. Joulain, Engineer and Geographer 
of Louis XVL has cciimunicated to the public, 
with views foreign indeed to my objc£l, but 

♦ Hiftoire Naturelle. Tome lU. chap. 2. 

Aat 



that may £erv^ oeverthdefsy to demooibate 
how little we oeed refle6t, for the purpofe of 
admitting the pre^exiilent germs. M. Joulaia 
having calcidated the number of men who have 
appeared on the earth, lince the creation, to 
the year 17499 Cand thefe calculations are not 
poahed to exaggeration^ clearly demonflr^tes 
that) if all thofe men were colleffced, it would 
be neceiTary, for contwung them» to have a 
world of more than two hundred thoufand and 
ninety4even millions fquate feeti each nuan oc« 
cupying only a ^uare foot*. 

• M. Joulain demonftrates that, in the cpurfe of 
5749 y^ars, there are 16^6^0, 7^6, 757, 180, loa, aoo, 
5049792 mai bom. In comparing, then, the foli- 
dity of our globe with this number of men born, it 
will be found that the globe muft be more than 336 
times greater for being equal to the mafs of men who 
have appeared on its furface, if one man even occu- 
pies no more, in folidity, than a cubic foot. For 
the remainder, if forae evil-minded perfons would 
draw dangetous confequences from thefe calculations, 
and contrary to what the dSaipture teaclies us, on 
the fubjeft of a general rcfurreaion, they need only 
perufe the letter of M. Joulain: for it contains re- 
fledHons capable of tranquillifing the mod fcriipulous 
minds as to all that may affeft tlic myftery of the 

refurreftion. 
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Hiefe calcQlations, applied to the b3^o* 
tbefis of the ipetmadc .animals, pre&nt it in 
no favourable point of view; particularly if 
we ob&rve die prodigality to which Nature 
is driven, [in this hypotheiu] for fupporting 
the human /pedes. I have already noticed 
the number of animalcules which phyficians 
have obferved in a drop of the feminal liquor. 
What an aftonidimg diiproportion between 
thde animals and t^e number of individuals 
that behold the light ! M. de Maupertuis 
replies to thofe who pdl this profuilon a 
crime in Nature, fiyiflg— * How many thou* 
^ finds of the acorns fiill from an oak, and be* 
^ come dry, or perish, in comparifbo of the 
^ very finall number that germinate, and pro- 

< duce a tree 1 But fee we not, even by that,* 
continues he, ^ that this great nimiber of ' 

< acorns was not inutile, fince, if that which 
c germinated bad not been among them, there 
^ had not occurred any jsew produ^oo, any 
^ generation ^ 

refurreftion. This letter is inferted in the Journal 
Encyclcpidique^ September i, 1770. 

♦ Vinus Phyfique^ chap. IV. M. la Mettrie 
retorts this rtafoning of M. de Maupertuis, in fajing 

that^ 
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This anfveer of M. de Maiq)ertui$5 which 
at firft light appears to be fatisfadory^ is & 
no longer^ as foon as we narrowly examme the 
reprodu6lion of beings in genera^ and the de< 
ftination of that prodigious number of germSf 
which appear to proceed from the firA created 
beings. 

If all animals are not deftihed to tfat eacll 
other, (for fome of the fpecies are incapable 
of thus fatisfying -the cravings of Nature) 
they muft then nec6llarfly Gpd aliments 00 
the earth, for fupporting their exiftenoe; and 
vegetables alone can fupply their necefliijes. 
Three thoufand acorns are fallen from an oaki 
and it would even have furnished more» if A 
number of mSs&^ had not arrefted the maturity 
of thefe buds, either for the purpofe of nou- 
rishing themfelves, or for depoGting their eggs. 
Some quadrupedes found their flibfiftence in a 
part of the acorns which were fcattered on 
the earth; fome infefls attacked there a part 
of them, and were the occaGon that others 

diat, to produce an oak, all die acorns wliich Iwd 
perished were wholly inutile, and diat the Gngle one 
which germinated was jUffidcnt. 

perished; 
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perished; the reft muft germinate: bowever, 
a part shall dill become the prey of animals^ 
not only after germination^ but likewifQ when 
the youog plants arife from the bofom of the 
earth. *~« Many germ^, without doubt> are 
deftroyed; but who does not perceive that 
this deftruflion was neceflkry for the confer- 
vation of certain animals 1 The abundance 
of germs therefore, in the vegeuble kingdom, 
was neceflkry to that order which Nature has 
eflablished for fuftaining the exiftence of ani- 
mated beings. 

For the fame reafon^ the multiplication of 
infefls is prodigious; but nothing equals the 
fecundity of fishes. Leuwenhoek was of 
opinion* that the foftroe of a fmgle cod in- 
clofed more fpermatic animals than there are 
people on the earth at one time^. It is true, 

^ It refiilts, from the calculations of Leuwenhoek, 
that, in fuppofing there to be thirteen milliards three 
bundled and eighty millions of men exiftlng on die 
furfacc of the earth, Cwhich is by no means pro- 
bable) a number of animals ten times greater than 
that of men is found in the foft-roe of a cod, fmce 
tlie roe of that fish contains a hundred and fifty mil- 
liards- Sec die TranfaiHtms phihfaphiques^ ann. 

1679, 
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that, as the greateft part of the germs of fishes 
do not receive life^ this prodigality of Nature 
would have been a pure Ipfs, if thefe germs 
had not been deftined for the noarisbmeBt of 
ieveral fpecies of animals^ that ieek them witii 
great ardour. The grains, the fruity the eggs, 
that do not dire6Uy ferve to reproduftion, 
have then another ufe: they are the aliment 
of the animals; while, oo the contrary, that 
immenfe fwarm of fpermatic worms which 
perish, with the exception of a lingle one, 
becomes of perfedt inutility. 

This great number of (permatic animals 
was neceflary, anfwer the partifans of the 
fyftem, for making fure that one among them 
should be produAive. How I would Nature 
fecrifice a terrific number of beings, milliards 

1679, N. I. It is alone by admitting the fpermatic 
animals, that the fecundity of fisli is extended to this 
prodigious number. In following the lyftem of thofc 
who contend for the ovaries^ this fecundity is ftill 
allonishing, while a ced contains nine millions dircc 
hundred and ibrty-fbur thoufand eggs; but it duci 
not approach, by a great deal, diat multiplication ob- 
fer\'ed by Lcuwenhcelx. 

of 
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of men in miniature) in order to produce one 
only of the fpecies ! And is this innumerable 
muldtude, each individual of which has pre* 
tenfions to exiflence^ is it defiincd for anni« 
hilation, that one alone may fee the light I 
This almoft general profcrfption of created 
beings, fpreads an univer&l gloom on the hu» 
man fpecies: the trifling number of mankind, 
fcattered on the furface of the earthy is no« 
thing in my eyest compared to that which is 
every inllant dcftroyed. The vifible world 
is no more than an atonu if we place it to 
the flde of that which is alone fubjefted to the 
imagination: in short, we should, according to 
thofe who fupport tUs lyflem, feek the won* 
ders of Nature in an unknown worUj and 
which should offer, in certain reipedsi more 
fubjeds of admiration, than the world of which 
we make a part. 

Nature would enfure reproduftion ! — «^ 
Covii she attam that certainty in no other 
manner than by creating this terrific quantity 
of germs, which inutildy perish ? ■ But 
it was neceflary— . What, then! Notwith- 
llanding tbefe precautions, nothing is leis cer« 
tain than that one of tfade diminutive beings, 

among 
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among fp many milliards^ shaQ behold the 
light If a man internally ufes a little tur* 
pentine^ his prefent pofterity (if I fflV be 
allowed the expreffion ) is aanihilated; and the 
fpeftacle of a general deftruflion offers idelf to 
him who, provided with a microlcope^ then 
examines the feminal fluid •. Further, a drop 
of rain-water thrown on thi^ fluid, will produce 
the lame eflfeftf. 

To what end, then, should the fage pre* 
caution^ of Nature be direfted^ fot the coDt 
fervation of the ipecies, if their .deftruAion 
depended on certain circumflances, chat may 
every in (Ian t occur ? , All arganifed beings 
are liable to cii'cumftancesy as well with regard 
to health as to difeafe. A healthy tree con« 
tained, originally) a multitude of fibresy that 
are only called to developement in certain cir* 
cumfl:ances, purely accidental : thefe fibres 
contribute to the reunion pf the wounds that 
may be made in the tree. All the germs of 
a plant are deflined to reprodu(5lion, the proof 

♦ See the TranfaSthns philofophlques^ ann. 1678, 
Kg. 14^ 

t Jhid. 

of 
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oT which is cifily eftablished — ^ Shall we 
believe that Nature has privileged the vege^ 
tables? Shall we believe that she has not 
given the fame refources to individuals of the 
animal kingdom ? That, in one kingdom) 
all moft be vividy all be utile, while, in the 
other, a general deilrudjon prevails, from 
which fome individuals alone efcape, for c6n« 
ferving the fpecies? If we accord to animals 
the fame privilege as to vegetables, we muft, 
in the fame inflant, abandon the fpermatic 
animals, and confefs that the fimplicity. of the 
means which Nature employs in her operations, 
by no means agree with the greateft part of 
our bypothefes. 

That which I should moft approve, would 
be JiJ/iminaiion: it prefents to us, at lealt, 
the univerfe as a vaft magazine, in which the 
Author of Nature had depofited, from the mo- 
ment of tlie creation, the innumerable germs of 
all that exifts, and that will exift. Tbefa 
germs, fcattered in the indiflbluble elements^' 
and immortal^ give a greater idea of the uni« 
verfe than that which offers to us the conti- 
nual deftruftion of multitudes, the abfolutd 
annihilation of organiied beings. 

Vol. IL Q, ' fa 
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In admitting this hypoCheQs> and applying 
it to the fubjefl in queftion, cannot we fay 
that the germs contained in all orgamcal beings > 
carried into the feminat veficles of the man, 
or, as fome will have it, into the ovary of 
the woman, are there the prindple of the ge- 
neration of the fetus? The prolific liquor 
shal], then, contain more or lefs of thefe 
germs; and their number will not deter me, 
becaufe thofe which are fuperfiuous, and that 
cannot be annihilated, shall re-enter the general 
mafs without any alteration. The imagina- 
tion, iodeed> may be puzzled by the reflexion » 
that the number of germs diftributed in 
Nature appear to be limited, while we fuppofe 
them all created at the fame inftant as the uni- 
vcrfe. This number shall be prodigious, im- 
menfe, and each germ, if we will, contain a 
certain quantity of other germs; but, in fup- 
pofing the world eternal, C a fuppolition con- 
trary to faith) there mull be neceflarily a time 
when no more new germs wilt remain for de- 
velopement*. 

♦ When a fyftcm is given on this objeft, againfi: 
which no objedion can reafonably be made, I shall 
not be difficultly convinced; and I will admit all 
that may be advanced, widi relation to the total de- 

ftruftion 
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The fyfiem of M. de Bufibn has not this 
incoDvenience ^ There exifts an organic^ 
aaimated matter, univer&IIy fcattercd in all 
animal and vegetable fubAances, which equally 
ferves to their nutrition^ to their deveiopement, 
and to their reproduction. In (peaking of 
Puberty, I laid, that the aliments change to 
DOtritive matter, and that the ruperfluir.y of 
accretion, bdng carded into the feminal rcfcr« 
voirs, there perfefts itfelf, and there becomes 
the ^principle of generation. According to 
M. de Bufibn, ^ there are no pre-exifling germs, 
^ no germs to infinity, contained in each 
^ other, but an organic matter, always a£live, 

* always ready to mould itfelf> to affimilace, and 

* to. produce beings like thofe which receive 
' that organic matter: the Fpccies of animals 
^ can never be exhaufted of tbemfelves; whild 
< individuals fubfift, the fpecteS will alwai^rs \y6 
' renewed; it is as new at the prefent day a3 

ftrudioD of material beings. But while phyCcians 
eflay hypothefes, in wMch they give fci-ced confc- 
qucnces, and improbabilities, for probabiliiics, it ap- 
pears to me, I have a right to expcft that their by- 
potliefes contain no one defect. 

♦ See rmjioire Natureile^ torn. IIL & IV. 
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< it wat three thou&nd years ago; all will fub« 

< fill of itfelf as loog as it is not aDnihilated 
^ by the will of the Creator V 

In adopting this fyfleni, we muft confider 
the Teed as a coropofidon of partides of matter, 
that cannot form any thing as long as they ve 
connefled to each other; but which, in the 
matrice, where they are depoiked by the ani- 
maU difengage and arrange themfelves throi^h 
an unknown force, and from wbofe arrangement 
and reunion combined, an organiied being is 
produced. 

But this ingenious iyilem is liable to ob« 
jeAions. I leave thofe through tbe aid of 
which, phyGdans have roughly .attacked the 
e<Ufice, by denying that there can be any power 
whatever in Nature capable of arranging this 
immenfe quantity of moving globules^ for 
making from thence a whole, as perfeft as an 
animal; and by denying, likewife, the poi&bi* 
lity of' the interior mouldsy that muft, finally, 
VMild the organic particles, fuppofeSd to be 

♦ Hiftohe Naturelle. Tome IV.. page 150. 

unalterable^ 
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• » 

unalterable^ &c. Obje6tions» more folid, have 
been formed, in oppofing the fyftem of gene* 
ration by the eggs to that of the organic mole- 
cules*; attempts having been made to der 
monftrate, that the pretended feminal liquor 
of women is unprolific, fince they may con- 
ceive without the fmallelt effufion>^ on their 
part, of any liquor whatever « Skilful Ma« 
turaliils have maintained this opinion. 

We may likewife fay, with M. de Reaumur, 
who alfo made microfcopic obfervacions on 
feminal difcharges, in which were difcovered 
moving globules, organic particles of matter; 
that thefe globules are not organic particles, 
whofe union can form a whole; but aftual 
animals, of the fiime order of generations that 
fucceed each other. In fad);, may not the 
animalcules that live in fluids fo differeqt from 
each other, furnish us with reafbn to believe 
tshat they equally ezift in the prolific liquor^ 
and that the animalcules, which multiply in 
this liquor as in all the others where we have 

^ This will be feen in the Chapter on Gene- 
ration. 

Q 3 difcovered 

V 
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difcovered them, are abfolutely foreiga to its 
prinppl eflence^ and to its fun£libns? 

What shall we conclude from thefe dif- 
'ferent ideas on the nature of the prolific bu« 
mour ? What other wife, than that this 
objcft is ftiU involved in the moft profound 
obfcurity I We have viewed the feed as filled 
with fpermatic, animals; we have feen thefe 
cclipfed by the organic particles ; and thefe 
hft, in their turn, have been confidered as ani- 
tnalcules that have no connexion with the 
Tcproduftion of the animal in which they live. 
...~. But who has; feen all this? Men who 
.faaive been capable of deceiving themf^^ivest 
.We are> perhaps, placed at. too great a diftance 
rfrbm thefe fmall objefts for difcovering them; 
and man is probably more capable of defcribiog 
:the immenfe bodies which revolve in the hea- 
vens, than the germ to which he owes his 
.pxiftcnce.. ^ 

* Provided with inftruments fo imperfeft 
^ 86 the microfcopes which we at prefent 
f poflcfs, how can we precifely afcertain any 
t thing on this fubjcft ? Error here may glide 
f in an feveral fides j the paths of truth are 

^ not 



ON THE SEMINAL LIQUOR* 049 

* not numerous. Movements^ more or lefi 

* ftrong, more or lefs varied, more or lefi 

* affifled by the fluid in which thefe globulesr 
^ thefe fpermatic animals fwim; an evapor- 
^ ation more or le/s abundant, more or leis ac- 
^ celerate^, of this fluid; a decompofitioh 

* more or Icfs prompt, more or lefs gradual, 
^ df the particles; an air inore or lefi pure^ 

* more or lefs aftive; an illufion of the optics, 
' more or left difficult to difcern or to prc^ 

* vent; and what do I know befides? a very 

* active fluid, that may penetrate the feminal 
^ matter, or that of the infuflon, and the 

* movements of which are, periiaps, repre- 
^ Tented by thofe of the globules ; all this may 
^ feduce us, and lead us to embrace the ap« 
^ pearance for the reality*/ 

Thus far extends our knowledge as to 
the nature of the feminal fluid: we know that, 
in order for generation to have place, the 
feed is abfolutely neceflfary; but we are totally 
ignorant, if we would fpeak lincerely, of its 

♦ Conjidiratiotts fur les Corps organifisy &c, 
by M. Bonnet. Tome I. Chap. VIIL 

• ' (^4 operation 
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operation in the matricei for tending to the 
formation or to the developement of the €pu 
hryo^ 

Not knowing the nature of its abfoliite 
eflence^ we are very far from making choice 
of the njeans believed to be proper for aug- 
jnenting its quantity. We may fay in general, 
that the prolific liquor will be found more 
abundant by a man who makes pfe of fuccu- 
lent and the choiceft nourishment; that it 
will be 'more irritating in him wbofe imagina« 
lion is impre/Ted with la/civious ideas and vo- 
luptuous obje£ls. But, then, thefe agents 
have not, for propagation, the efficacy of 
}2ealthy nourishment and exercife judipoufly 
combined. 

As to the manner in which this fluid 
operates, when it is yet inclofed in the ieminal 
rcfervoirs, nearly all liying beings feel its im- 
preffions. l^e mufl fearch for the cauie 
^hat impels the male ^nd female, among all the 
fpecies, to approach each other at certain times, 
in ^he tickling and irritation whkh this liquor 
produces on the organs that inclofe it. Thii; 
liquor, retained too long a time, occafions 

.madnefs 
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madnefs in the animak ; and we have eliewber^ 
feen^ what this retention is enable of pro^ 
dudng in ceruin men, wbo^ for their ftate^ 
are too muqh favoured by Nature. 

It 'is, therefore^ common for ill men Ca 
few only excepted) to feel the influence of 
the feminai liquor at the epocha of puberty : 
we have feen examples which demonftrate' 
that, in certain fubje6ts. Nature has accelerate4 
xhe moment of produ6tive puiiTance. In 
order to confider, in all its points^ the aftivity 
of this puiflance^ we shall inilance fome in- 
dividuals whO) ac an age in which the powers 
declines begin to feel the vivid impreffions of 
a fluidt that feldom operates except in the 
prime of age, 

I have fpoken, in another Chapter, of a 
luxurious old man^ whofe exploits would be 
incredible^ if they were not well atteftedf* 
A lawyer of diftinfiion, at Puy in Vellay, hav- 

♦ Volume I. chap. H, and HI. Volume IL ' 
ch^. L and IV. 

t Chap. L On the Influence of Marriage on 
Health. 

ing 
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log reached his feventyfifth yeary entered into 
the bands of marriage from a principle of con» 
Science, not being able to offer further refin- 
ance to the tardy, but violent, eruption of a 
temperament which excited him to love. 
An armourer of Mootfaucony eighty years of 
dge, found a fudden renewal of his powers, 
which he had fuppofed to be loft for ever : 
this man re married, and afterwards became the 
father of very beautiful children. 

Among the examples of men favoured in 
their old age with the pleafures of enjoyment, 
there is certamly none more furpriOng than 
the hiftory of the celebrated Thomas Parn 
{t is univerfally known, that this man, who 
was born in Shropshire, died at the age of 
one hundred and fifty-two' years and nine 
months; but many perfons are ignorant that, 
at the age of a hundred and twenty, having 
efpoufed a widow, the fpermatic organs Ml 
furnished this extraordinary man with the 
means of tafting voluptuoufnefs, and of com- 
municating it to his wife: she affirmed, after 
the death of bfer husband, that the conjugal 
familiarities "between them had only been in- 
terrupted 
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terrupted during the lad twelve fears of his 
exillence*. 

In all times, ibme men have beeia foand 
in whom Nature has pralonged the nfe of 
phyficdl love. Valerius Maximus relates, 
thaC Ma&nifla, king of Numidia, begot Me- 
thynnata after he had reached jyis ei^hty-fixth 
year. Another hiftorian^ much more modem, 
fays, that Stanislaus, king of Poland, obtained 
two fons at the age of ninety: and Felix Pla- 
ter u& informs us^ diat his grandfather was 

* Parr was a poor couatrymao, who lived, 
nearly his whole life, on nodiing elfe tbau old 
cheefe, milk, bread, fmall-beer, and whey. This 
man was capable, until his hundred and thirtieth 
year, to difcharge all the duties of a labourer, and 
even to thresh in the bani. He died at London, 
the l6th of December 1635, under the roof of Count 
Armidel. His death was attributed Cfor he might 
have Jived * ftill longer, as appeared by the ftate in 
which all the viicera were found, on opening the 
body) to the change of air, to the irregular regimen 
which he followed in an opulent hou&, and to the 
abundance of wines, of every kind, wiiich he was 
permitted to drink, after having been accuftomed to 
a fober and firugal life« 



an 
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an hundred years old when he ceafed to be a 
father*. The hiftory of the Academy of 
Sciences makes mention of a man in the Dio- 
cefe of S6ezy aged ninety«four years; and 
this man efpoufed a woman, who was pregnant 
by him, in her ei^ty^third year: she was de« 
livered of a ibn at the ufuai timef. This 
example is thf more llriking, as women, for 
engendering^ have a more Vi^dted time than 
men. 

I might have added to tbefe obfervations 
feveral others, if I had not feared to re* 
cal fables to memory that are inconfiftent 
with reafon. We read, in MafFi^e's Hiftory 
of the Indies, that when Acuna entered the 
city of Diou, an old man was prefented to him, 
aged three hundred and thirty-five years, with 
his fon) then ninety years old. The father 
had changed his beard three times, and his 
youth was renewed as many times: in short, 
*he died at the age of four hundred. The 

♦ ^necdous di Midecine^ tome II. Tableau 
de r Amour Conjugal^ firft part, chap.'UL art-VL 

t This obrcrvation was fent to the Academy by 
the bishop of Situ See tlie Mimohcs fcr 1710. " 

Miflionarjf 
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Miffiooary Jacinte^ among the recital of fin* 
gular circumftaoces in the life of this man» 
&y8y that he profefled three religions; that he 
was a Heathen one hundred years, a Maho- 
metan nearly three hundred^ and, in his latter 
days, was baptifed by the Monks ^ 

• We may cocfiilt, on ihefe fubjefts, Obferva* 
tion% curieufes fur toutes let parties de la Phyfique^ 
&c« tome III* fur quelques vitillardi qui oht rajtuni. 



CHAP- 
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CHAP. VU. 



ON THE 

MENSTRUAL FLUX. 



We natne thus a Afcharge 
of blood through the conduit of pudicityt 
wtuch periodically occurs from twenty to 
twenty, twenty-iive to twenty-fi^re, and from 
thirty to thirty days, more or lefi. This flux 
has been called menfesy and monthly terms^ 
on account of its periodical return; and pur^ 
gaiums of the woman^ becaufe the whole habit 
of her body is purged, by this means, of 
the fuperfluity of the blood. This difcharge 
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has alfo been named flowers \ by rea/pn that 
women), after the example of tree% frbkh 
bear no fruit if. flowers have not preceded, 
in general do not conceive before they have 
had the menftrual flax: exceptions, however, 
are ibmetimes found, ^ will hereafter be 
feen. 

It would require a volume to give the- 
different fenuments of Pbyfidans on the caufe 
of this difchargei it would even be the fubjeft 
of an interefting queftion, to enquire, if this 
flux is in Nature or not ? Thoie who pretend 
that indolence and dainty fare fuffice to oc« 
calion the. menfeS) may maintain that they are 
not in Nature; while thofe who confider them 
as eflTential to the accretion of the fetus, 
would view the human fpe«ies as annihilated, 
if the monthly terms were to oeafe. 

Failing over the opinion of thofe who 
admit, for the caufe of the menfes, a particular 
ferment, that fwells and tears the veflfels; paA 

♦ Some etymologifts pretend, that this difchargef 
has been named flowers^ from the Latin word fltfcr^f 
to flow. 

fing 



dng over, alfo, the fentiment that gives tt> 
this fuperfluous blood a penetraciog and ma- 
lignant acridity, capable of fearching to force 
itfeif a pafTage ; without examining, thefe opi- 
nions, I lay, we ^hall not be neceflitated, 
for admitting another, to accept the interven- 
tion of the moon's influence on women* Ic 
is pretty generally allowed, at prefent, thac 
the blood which tbey lofe every month, is a 
fuperabundant blood, the &me which circa« 
'lates in the vefiels, and that this evacuation 
has no other caufe than the general, and prin* 
dpally the particolar, pUfAera*. 

This general plethbra {^recedes the dif^' 
charge ; and it is even augmented during thefe 
times. It is a plenktfde of the veflets, which 
are dilated through the efforts made by the 
blood againft their <xMi: We eafily perceive 

* This opinion, which has been tliat of Galen, 
"^^ developed by Dr. Freind, and followed by the 
moft celebrated phyfiologifts, as Boerhave, Stlial; 
Duvemey, Senac, &c. It was alfo the opinion of 
the Author of a thelis maintained at Paris in 1756. 
jfn catamenia a plethora? in which it was con* 
eluded in the affirmative. 

tbif 
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this in the fwelliog of the breafbs the rednefi 
and dcjeftion of the eyes, &c» The pleni- 
tude mufl: be more confiderable in the veflel^ 
of the matriC6^ becaufe they offer le(s refift* 
ance, which woujd be fadle to demonftrate*. 
From hence arifeS) tbeo, this particular ple- 
nitude, that is augmented by the flownefs 
with which the veins return the blood that 
they have received from the arteries. 

The blood of the menfes is natural, of a 
vermih'on colour, and has by no means that 
malignity which certain Naturalifts have a(l 
bribed to it.- The ancients erred, in afferting 
that women, in the time of this evacuation, 

♦ The veffels, here alluded to, being very 
weak and very fuperficial, they eaGly dilate, and 
yield to the cfForts of the blood: moreover, this 
effort augments in the matrice, becaufe tlie veffclrf 
which have a communication therewith, have a greater 
length and diameter than tbofc of the other parts) 
as the veins deftined to diftribute the blood of 
the arteries, make prodigious contours, the . courfcs 
wliich the blood muft puifue is very long, and the 
refiftance confiderable of the part of the veflcis de- 
ftined to eafe the matricc of die too great quantity of 
fclood which it receives. 

Vol. n. R caufe 
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cittfe a shootiqg vine to perish, if tbcQT tfWGl^ 
it; that they reader a tree fterile, that thex 
ocatfioo wine to beoome fotir^ an4 inw and 
iteel rufty; tbac they procure mifcarriage on 
approaching a pr^ant woman; that they 
render another flerile, that they nza|:e a dog 
maii^ refdec a.n:^ fopii«ti> &c. 

Paracelfu^, wtK>f9 extravagances ^i^bonour 

lis wifdoni; Faracelfus confidered the men- 

f^wSi blood aa the mpfi: pQwerful of ppUbns: 

he aflerts, that the devil producesy from thence^ 

Riders, fleas, caterpillars,^ and all other inlefts 

which fwann in tl;ie air and on the eirtb. 

* This epthufiaft,' ftys Dr. JameSj^ • who 

^ was not deficient of imagination, and who 

^ had loft, hy accident, in l;us njoft tender 

S yomhy every mark of virifity, never omitted 

^ any opportunity ofi decrying a fex^ thaf con« 

f tinuaOy reminded him of his condi$ion> to 

^ whom he could not impart any pUiifure^ 

^ and from whom he could receive none.' 

The bjood of the menies does not differ. 
In any thing, from the blood of the vefFels; 
and ppiTefTes no one bad qu^Ut;y, when the 
woman from whom they prppeed is found: 

for 
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for^ in the contrary cafe, it mud bave fome 
Influence on exterior objefls, even as the other 
excretions, when they iflbe from a body that 
is infefted by any difeafc. 

There has been a difFereriCe of opiniad 
as to the veflels which furnish this bloodL 
Some have faid; that it proceeds from the vcf* 
iels of the xnatrice; and others have afTerted 
that it has its origin in the vagina. It would 
be abfttrd to admit, exclufively, of either the 
one or the other of thefe two opinions. In 
the natural Hate, the blood comes from the 
veflTds of the matrice, but fometinies it alio 
flows from the veflels of the vagina : and by 
this meaus we account for the menfes in a 
pr^nant woman; for then the blood re^fiows 
from the matrice into the adjacent parts> and 
there makes itfelf a pafToge. 

What is more: the obflacles which op« 
pofe themfelves to the difcharge of the blooc^ 
by the ordinary ways, compel it to flow back 
towards the parts, where it can eftape iirithf 
more facility; and thefe parts are fometiroes 
very far removed from thofe where die ex- 
tretion of the menfes mull occur. Medical 
R ^ pbfcrvation$" 
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obfervatioDs prefti^; feveral £1%^ that confirm 
this aflertion. 

A woman, pregnant of her third child, 
had a periodical evacuation of blood by the 
left ham*. The menfes of another pafled 
through. her mouth t. The menflrual flur 
made itfelf a paflage by the ears of a woman 
in whom it was fuppreired§. In another, it 
took its courfe by the breads, and a pimple 
on the cheek j. In short, fome women have 
been feen, in whom the menfes ifTued from 
the tops of the fingers. It is eafy to con- 
ceive that this fuperabundance of fluid, not 
being able to make a paflage by the ordinary 
ways, runs .elfewhere, and there forces the 
velTels. 

♦ Ephim6ride5 de TAcadimie des curieux de 
la Nature^ an. 1670. Obf. 96. 

t See Journal de Mideclne. November 1757. 

S DiSionnaire de Midechu^ &c. art. Menses. 
Foreftus, Rodricus a Caftro, Vander Wiel, and fe^ 
veral other Authors, have left us fimilar obferva- 
tions. 

{ Journal de Midecine. January 1759. 

After 
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After what ha$ been faid^ in fpeakicg of 
the changes which take place at the age of pu- 
berty, it is eafy to account for the eruption 
of the menfirual flux at that epoch. The 
organs become ftrongeri and offer more re- 
iiAance to the impuliion of the juices that 
contribute to accretion, of which one part is 
then fupetabundant, and thus furnishes the 
matter of the menfes. Nothing proves more 
fenfibly the e6fbrts made by Nature, in the& 
critical momenta, than the di£BciiIcies, the 
vneafiaeiles^ and ibmetimes thofe dangerous 
difeafes which young women experience when 
the term approaches that marks this e\racua« 
tion. 

The aliments, the climate, and thepalCons, 
may accelerate the moment of the eruption of 
the menfes. In the warmelt climates of 
Afla, Africa, and America, the generality of 
girls have the periodical evacoation at the 
tenth, and even at the ninth year: it is lefs 
abundant than in gold countries, becaofe, in 
thefe laft, tranfpiration being lefs abundant) the 
blood of the menfes muft neceflarily flow back 
on the other excretions. But^ according to 
hfi. dp Bufibn, diere is, in this reTpeft^ more 
R 3 diverfity 
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diveriity between individual and individual, 
than between people and people; for, in the 
fame dimate, and in the fame nation, there are 
women who, every fourteen days, are fubjeft 
to the return of this evacuation; while others 
have it only at intervafs of five or fix weeks. 
Women who eat more than others, and that 
do not make nfe of any ezercifc» have the 
menfes in greater abundance. Thus it has 
been improperly attempted to limit the quantity 
of bbod which this evacuation ought to fur- 
nish, for St woman to enjoy a good ftate of 
health. That quantity varies in each indi- 
vidual. Hippocrates eflimated it at pine 
ounces; in England they have reduced it to 
three ounces; in Spain, they fuppofe it may 
extend from fourteen to lixteen ounces; that, 
' in Hdland, jt is about fix; and much k& in 
Germany. Tbefe variations are confiderabte; 
but, then, it muil be acknowlei^ed that the 
indications which can be procured, as to this 
matter, are very dubitable: it is, however, 
pertain, that this quantity varies greatly in 
cfiSerent incfividuals and in different circum- 
(bmces; and we coold, perhaps, fife front one 
fDr two ounces to a pound, and even more. 
^jTravdSers alTure usj that the wofiien of Green- 

lan4 
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land are not fubje£l to this fliix; and the Mm 
has been faid of the women oi Brazil. 

In the greateft part of women, this eva- 
cuatioti continues three, four, or five days; 
and, in fomcj iiXf ieven, and even eight da^s; 
and tbefe terms ftill vary, in a confiderable 
degree, according to the influence of the fcli- 
mate, the aliments, and the mariners. It has 
been faid» that this evacuation occurs, in Eng- 
land, dttrlng the /pace of three days; four in 
Holland and France ; and that it continues s 
much longer time in Germany; which hj 
no means accords with iht quantity of blood' 
that has been eil;imated for the women of each^ 
of theTe nations* 

The abundance of the matter £hat catilei 
this periodical difchatge, has alfo been cbn*> ^ 
fidered as a proof of a good flate df Health; 
and, neverthelefs, this is not, certain^, Hie 
opinion of experienced phyficianrf. This 
abundance arifes, fomettmcs, from tfie Bbufk 
of tmnatural things, particular/y from indtf* 
lence and dainty fare. Now, I ask, if glut- 
tOTOOs and fldthfal perfbns enjoy the beft 
ilate.of health? They have the menfes> 
R 4 neverthelei% 
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severtbetefS) more abundantly than indi^duals 
of another defcription ; and plethoric womea 
have them twice^ frequently, in thirty days. 
In Pcrfia, where luxury and indolence prevail 
among the wqmen> the menies appear twice^ 
anjd even three times, during the ipace of 
thir^ days. But, without fearching for diftant 
examples, do we not obferve among ourfelves, 
that the menfet ate fo much the more abundant, 
and their evaluation as much longer, by fome 
perfons^ in proportion as they take lefs exer. 
cife? Are not men> eren^ who lead too 
iedentary a b'fe^ more expofed to the hemorr- 
hoids than thofe who ufe an abundance of 
exerciie?, 

The abundance of the menfes has, per* 
hap^, more influence on the multiplication of 
the fpepes than may be imagined. I believe 
that the regularity of the periodiqd evacuation 
tends to facilitate conception, and that fome 
women do not conceive, except whe^ they 
cfre approached immediately after the ceflfation 
of the menflrual flux^ fiiic how many 

• ^ Feeling augments in the matrice a^ the men- 
^ fes approach i it has a more e^quifit^ snd more 

delicate 
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Others cannot become niothers$ bccsu/e gene-, 
iration is interrupted by the prefence of bloody 
that ftrives to force the veflTels before the 
fetus can refift that impuUion ? It is demon'; 
ilrated) that women, particularly at the com* 
mencement of pregnancy, when they ought 
to have their menfes, feel certain fenfations> 
which are fometimes painful, that announce 
the efforts made by a fluid that endeavours to 
difengage itfelf from the ma{s of humours. 
If we fuppofe this fluid fufficiently abundant 
for fordng the veiTels in which it is contained, 
an hemorrhage fufficiently confiderable, an 
evacuation capable of occafioning abortion, 
will from thence refult. Where is the prac- 
titioner who, in the courfe of his life, has not 
feen certain women become pregnant fix or eight 

^ delicate fenfation, that continues fome days even 
^ after the evacuation has ceafed. It is alfo the 

* time in which women have ftronger defires, and 

* are the moft amorous. They muft conceive more 

* fadlely; for I imagine that concq)tion depends 

* greatly on the gaiety of the matrice.' Traitd des 
principaux objets de Midecine^ avee un fommaire 

de la plupart desTkifes, ^c by M.Kohm. Tome 
I. chap.V* 

tifflef> 
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tiipe^ and ibmftt!m« more, without a^jbyibg 
the AtisfefUon t« behold themrelvet inotber&T 
1 Gi9f a womitiy fays M. Tiflbt, who mifcArried 
tteelve times before the end of three monthi; 
and she could never pais that tttm \ 

Theft acddefits are lefs frequent in the 
country than in cities ; for, in general^ the 
liroihtn who inhabit chantpaign (ituaiiohS) 
tfifig much more exercift than thofe who re- 
fide in Cities, are lels fubjedl to a fuperfluity 
of humours : tbeif menfts are not Co abundant; 
tad the blood fbr evacuation is not plentiful 
^ enough to occalioni in the firfi: terms of preg- 
nancy, the difailers of which we have (een 
but too niany examples ih citiei. The mcn« 
ibual bloody in too gteat a quantity, deftrdys 
thenf every year, a confiderable number of 
dereloped germs^ tad (he annSdlation df which 

* Efais fur les maladies des gens du momde. 
Art. VII. A firft nufcarriage is fiequently fol- 
lowed by a fecond, and that by a third; £>r thcle 
loiTes weakemog the wemeib it \& very feldonir that 
the fibres can recover their forager tone; and the 
fmalleft incommodity, the flighted acddent, Aen 
fufficcs for caufing a mifcarriagct 

is 
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is a pure lofs to Nature* If we ItiH add t6 
thiS) the conceptions rendered impoflible by 
the fame reafbn ; I would fay^ by the difficulty 
which the feminal liquor finds in penetrating i 
to the place niarked for generation, on account 
of the littld elafficity which there Is in parts 
nearly always burdened with humours; it will 
be admitted that exceffive menfes mull have 
a forcible influence on population. 

We muff: likewife add, to the abundande 
of the menfes, their irregularity, Ih order to 
form an idea of all the ravage which they 
may make. Some indolent women are futqeft 
to very frequent retardations, without any ap- 
parent caufe: the fupprelBon continues often 
two or three month. Sometimes there \i k 
regularity in the returns of this evacuatiMi» 
but a feniible diminution in the quantity ; and 
thefe difiereoces, in the fame individuals, con- 
duce to languor, weaknefs, difbrders of the 
head, and to obftru&io&^« How itmiy wo- 
men are there, who, every month, expoience 
the moft dreadful colics, the moft horrible 
convuMioni, before the appearance of the 
menfesi Thefe colics^ called, by M. TifTot^ 
mcnflrual colics, are placed by thi| akilfid Pfay^ 

iiciaa 
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0cian among the cfiieares of women who refide 
in dcies; and this i$ fu$cieat to indicate the 
caufe of thefe maladiesy and the means by 
which they may be remedied. 

In the couatryt where Nature flfll coif'' 
f^rves h?r rights, we find but feldom thofe 
accidents which precede or accompany the 
periodical. evacuatiqn. What we moft fre- 
quently obferve there, is the pale colours in 
young women, by whom this evacuation has 
difficulty to eflablish itCelt Girls of eighteen, 
and even twenty years, have not their menfes 
perfeftly; but whea they have once obtained 
(hem, C^nd the exercise to which they are 
accujilomed is adapted to accomplish this pur- 
pofe) thefe girls continue in a vigorous ftate, 
the period becomes fixed, and is rarely de- 
ranged, unlefs fome unforefeen accident caufes 
^rder io the animal economy. 

The inhabitant; of the country alfo, not« 
^ithilandiog certain circumftances, that mult 
neceflarily have an inSuence on their genera* 
tions, are the people who furnish the moft 
members to the State ; and the regularity of 
the menftrual. flux, in the country laiTes, coiv- 

tributes 
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tributes greatly to that increafe* A vacant> 
plethoric woman, is not always in a condition 
to share the fweets of love, when delire ex^ 
cites her husband; and in the short interval 
which remains afcer the periodical evacuation^ 
jt may happen that the man does not expe- 
rience a renewal of the fame difpofitions, ere 
a new evacuation deftroys all the hopes which 
he had conceived. With rcfped to thofe 
women who have the menfes irregularly, and 
are fubjefl to fuppreiDons that may alfo cauie 
ilothfulnefi^ and a diminution of elaftidty in 
the veflels, I ask if we can, with more 
reafon, alTure ourfelves that they will have the 
fiappineis of being mothers, even after con* 
cepcion? • i 

To be a mother 1 That name is fo fweet I 
It carries with it z fenfation fo delicious, that 
there are fome women who would not confider 
the facrifice of their fortune too extravagant 
a price for this glorious title. But, here, 
can grandeur operate? All is equal in Na- 
ture ; on her the mines of Peru have not the 
finallefi influence: gold may fcrve the purpofes 
of ambition; but can it procure felicity? 
Nature ordained that the g€rms of happinefs 

should 
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should reft in (wrfelves ; and there we otlghe 
to fearcb for it. Notwithftanding the enora 
that remove us from her every inlbotf and 
t]»t 1011(1 draw her indifference on us^ji she 
has ftill ordained that we should again find» in 
her bofooit the falutary means of returnipg to 
qor primitive condition-*— that the wQnian» 
accidentally fterile> need not offer (acrifices 
to I^ture that are vua in her ejes; that she 
cieferves to be a mother^ by announcing her 
wishes to become one ; that adlivenefa shall 
g^ve elailicity to all the parts of her body ; 
that a healthy regimen shall repair the difbrders 
caufed by intemperance; and that the torch of 
Nature shall illumine her^ and be fubfUtuted 
for thofe obfctre lights which inftilt the fu« 
preme order eftablished by the Creator. The 
repafts of our anceftors were as fioi^Ie as 
themfelves; they confecrated to repofe the 
hours unenlightened by the fun^^^ . What 
men were thefe ! What women had they 
for companions ! Did they experience thofe 
modern maladies, thofe vapours> thofe fap« 
preffions, that weaknefs of exiftence?—— The 
ancient Knight> ^fter a fatiguing campaigUy 
was welcomed by his Lady^ who» in one 
hand, received his weighty arms> and> with the 

other, 
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^tifKy prefl^^^him to her bofoBL Their 
€hi\di?eii h^qdled the redquhtahle lance, with 
vbyrh t|teir ftth^r had contendec) ip the battle: 
hut thefe wsirlike inftraments are, at preftot^ 
iq our arfeoals; and the vigorous man qf our 
times beholds (hem with ^onishment* 

The eruption of the meafes is pretty g?^ 

ueniAj regai?ded as neceflary for apooondng 

puberty : I have fiddi in the Chapter which 

has this age for its objeft, that the meiiftraal 

flux ibmetimes precedes it, fince fbme girls 

would have announced puber^ nearljf at their 

births if this evacudon was no^ m certaiq 

^a&Sy an equivocal dgn of that epoch?. I 

shall not here addttce the obleivsitions which 

I have ^Ifewhere iQ.dicated*« I muft coflibat 

a prejudice whjch prevaila hut too much 

apaopg fome perfons : they ajDTerC) in compaiiog 

women to the vegetables) that the 6f,{t ace 

incapable of the ufe of marriage) if they have 

npc the menfeS) or at leaft tjbat conceptioup 

cannot have place in tbofe indivi^luals^; fin*) 

being fimilar to the tr^ womea can bring 

♦ See Chapter IV* 

forth 
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forth no fruit before they have ezhibited 
Aowexs* This prepofleflioQ may be difadvan- 
tageous to a young woman very proper for 
marriage, and in whom the aptitude to that 
fbte is fometimes the caufe of this r^arda- 
tion. It may alfb be diiadvantageous to 
fpouiesy whO) imagining that their wives have 
dot the fign which announces the requifite ca« 
pacity for conception, would negleft them, and 
undergo chagrin at aa evil which is not always 
an evil in reality* 

It happens fometimes, fays M. de 6uff(Mi, 
that conception precedes the ilgns of puberty: 
many women have been mothers before they 
had the fmalleft mark of the evacuation na- 
tural to their fesc; and fome, even, have not 
fmled to engender, without being ever fubjed 
to this periodical difidiarge. From henpe it 
is clear that the menilrual blood is do other 
tijan a matter accefibry co generation, and 
that it may be fupplied. We aifo know that 
the ceffation of the menfes, which commonly 
happens at the age of forty Hr fifty years, 
does not render all women incapable of con- 
ception: fome have conceived at fixty, at fe- 
venty years, and even in a more advanced 

age. 
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k^e. There ezaffiples, if fame will havfc id 
fo, although they are not infrequent, may be 
cooGdered as exceptions tb the nde; but they 
fuffice for shewing^ that the menftrual matter 
is not abfoiutdy eflential to generation *• 

We obftrve girik, daily, of a fufficient 
age to be marriageable, in whom the menftrual 
blood has not begun to take its eourfe : but 
we remark, alfo, that marriage pi'ocures thele 
individuals all of which they are deficient, for 
being fuppofed capable of Conception. . And 
when, after tb6 approaches of the man, the 
evacuation of the menftrual blood does not' 
bccur, it would be abfurd to fuffer any 
chagrin, lince the woman may conceive withotti} 
that evacuation. 

Fabri&ius Hildands fpe^ks of a wbniad 
forty years old, who never bad the menfes, 
eitbdr before or after her marriage,* and wbo,^ 

iieverth^efs, had borne feven children, aQ of 

« 

♦ Hifioin NaturelU. Toma IV. De la Pu- 

B£RTY« 

Vol. n; S ^hof^ 
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whom enjoyed the belt fiate of bedth*. A 
iBiller's wife^ aged tweoty-four years, when 
M. Roefler give the obfervation of which she 
is the fubjeft) had not had to that time, after 
a marriage of eight yearSf the diforder peculiar 
to the fer, only daring her pregnancies ; fa 
that she was certain of being pregnant^ when 
her menfes appeared f* 

Numerous ohfervations confirm^ that the 
periodical evacuation may oontinue to an ex* 
treme old sige^ and even re«appear after aia 
mterruption of many years* M. de hMetnSe 
fiiw> at St. Mahis, a Nun i^ed fixty years, win 
had then her menfes* We find, in the Jounml 
d$ M^de€ine§j the lingular obfervation. of a 
woman whofe menfes ceafed at her fortktb 
year, and appeared agmn when she had reached 
her feventiethy ip confequence of i fright. 

^ EpMmdridet tPAUemagnt^ ann. 1675 & i6j6. 
Rondelet relates thehifiory of a woman of Montaubaiiy 
who was deliver^wl twelve times, and Joubert that of 
another, who had eighteen children, without having 
aver had the menfes. 

.f Ephimirides d'Allemagne^ ami. itf/a. 

$ Tome XVL page 153. 

She 
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She was flill xrery regular id her ieventy fifth 
year* A woman of cotidition^ in Vellayi 
had the e\^cuation of her fex at an hundred 
years of age, after a fupprefOon of fifty years^ 
the fame as in the priiAe of her youth ^ 

We know that the derangeitent t>f thd 
menfes and their fuppredion, befides the, (tabs 
which they give to population, occafion wo- 
men fo great a number of difeafes^ and o^ 
diarafters fo different, that skilful phyficians 
are embarrafied as to the means of contending 
againft them : their embarrafsment is increaiedi 
becaufe the variety of iymptoms which ap« 
pear, will not always permit a difcovery of 
the aftual caufe of complaint; Thefe difeafes 
are alio the more deftruftive, as a trifiiog thing 
is fuffident to diminish, or to fuppreis, thei 
iMufes in a tender and fenfible woman. Fear, 

♦ Mimottes de Trivoux^ November 1708.— 

tlie Marchionefs of S V , who was the 

fubjeft of this obfervatioh, tx)ntinued to have her 
menfes till she reached her hundred and fourth year^ 
lliis fta contradifts theaffenion of M. de la Mettriei 
tibat die appearance of the menfes in fo advanced an 
sge^ announces a fudden death. 

/ S % ebalerj 
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cho1er> fright^ a thick and groGs atr, aUmeots 
that inflame or irritate, ice cold water, the ufe 
of acid8> a fedentary and vacant life, are fo 
many agents that may caufe the fuppreiCon ; 
and it is ea(y to point out the defcription of 
women who are moft e^^poied to this incon- 
venience*. 

Here naturally arifes an interefting quef- 
tion ; to wit— if, by the laws of Nature^ 
men arefuhj€& to the fame periodical evacuations 
as women? Sanftorius affirms this evacua« 
tion> and other Phyfidans maintain the con*- 

♦ I do not contradict what I Ihave before af- 
ferted. InadWve women, by reafbn tliat diey lofc 
more menftrual blood than others, and that the inter- 
vals between the menfes are lefs confiderable, be- 
come alfo more cxpofed to accidents that caufe a 
fudden fuppreffion. In confcquence of their weak- 
nefs, they are liable to the flighted impreffions. I 
have feen one of thcfe women obliged to keep her 
, bed, on each return of the menftrual flux. If she 
expofed herfelf to the impreffions of die atmofphere, 
the ftoppage of die evacuation exdted a fwelling of 
the breafts ; an uppreffion that yielded only to die 
letdng of blood, and the remedies employed for rc- 
cftablisliing the ordinary courfe of Natuie# 

trary 



ON THE MENSTRUAL FLUX. ©79 

trary. This queftion was propofed in the 
Medical Schools at Paris, in 1764, by M« de la 
Poterie, who concluded affirmatively. That 
Phyfician, after having defined the periodica! 
evacuations, and defcribed the principal fymp- 
toms that announce this 6vent by a young 
giri; evacuations which he owns to be much 
more fenfible by women than by men; pre^ 
tends that theft laft> except this difference^ 
and the quality of the fymptomsy equally ex* 
perience^ every month, a critical evacuation, 
of which he cited an infinity of examples* 
Among others, be related thofe of a merchant 
at Leyden, who, according to Freind, had, 
every month, an evacuation through the he- 
morrhoidal veii^; of an Irishman, by the end 
q£ the little finger; of different fubjefls by 
the pores, or by vomiting, or by divers open- 
ings. Boerhave obferved, that certain pe* 
riodical complaints of the head can be afcribed 
to no other caufes. 

If it be recolle6^ed that the periodical 
evacuation has plenitude for its firft caufe, it 
will be admitted that, by plethoric and inaflive 
men, a fecretion, more or lefs confiderable, of 
the fuperfluous humour muft take pbce, and 
S3 that 



|8o OH THE MENSTRUAL FtUX, 

that the fuppreiEon muft give birth to accl* 
^ents that, far feveral reafonsj wi)I be lefii 
ferious than by women, 

Some men have bad the menitroal dm 
10 tbe rnoft marked manner. Zacutus Lu« 
fitanus has left us a very fingular obfervation. 
It is that of a man* having no beard, who 
pioatbty experienced, during four or five days, 
a very confiderabte hemorrhage, from a part by 
no means formed for giving a pailage to th? 
Wood; and if it happened that this evacuation 
was made with fome di^culty, fymptons of 
.the cbolict a (:omp)aint in tbe reinsi and an 
extraordinary beavinefit necei&cat«d him to 
have a vein opened in the fo^ which re*ad. 
gulled this ftrange courfe, um diffipated ^ 
impending confequences* • 

A shepherd was pofitively in the iame 
fifuation, excepting that he approadied man 
nearly the nature of the fair-fex, by a bofom 
as beautifu], and ay well-formed, as that of a 
young woman of twenty years. He was not 

♦ 4nicdotes dt Hf^ecine. Tome II. AneCf 
tXXXIII. 
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tiie only one of his family that had £0 iagaikr 
an evacuation : his father and fifteen brothers 
all participated of this marvellous phenomenon •. 
It muft have bcen^ very uGcommon, tecaufe 
the blood circulates more freely in men than 
in women; and they having the baiin narrower, 
and coniequendy but few arterial veflels diftri* 
buting themfelves there, the plenitude in that 
cavity is not ordinarily conliderable. If, ne- 
verthelefs^ diere is too much blood, it fwells 
and diftends the inward hemorrhoidal vein^ and 
ibrma that tumour known under the name of 
hemorrhoids^ by which men lofe, every months 
' a thick and fuperabundant blood. 

This fpecies of hemorrhoids (iipplies tlie 
jilace of the menftrual flux in men who have 
foft and weak veflels, thick bioodi and a lax, 
fpongious, and grofs temperament ; who live 
luxurioully, and pafs their time in' too fedentary 
a manner. They ought to guard againft plac* 
ing any obilacle iu the way of this evacuation, 
which disburthens them of an inutile blood, 
capable of cauilng great ravages. The an« 

♦ Journal de M4decine^ Tome V. p. 280. 

S 4 ^tS 
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eient* called this evacuation the goUen flux^ 
find not without reafoo, confidering the ad van- 
tigefi which it procorea in feye^al circum- 

' Sthal, after tt^e Ancieots^ and particular); 
Hippocrates, well knew the efficacy of the 
txfmorrhoids in many difeafes ; the fame Sthal, 
Who has left us the pills known under his 
name, and the property of which is to provoke 
the hemorrhoidal flux» The Germany, and 
the people who inhabit the north, ^e fb muQb 
, convinced of the utility of the heiporrhoids* 
that they have recipes which they employ fqr 
the purpofe of making them Qow^ when they 
(|o not appear ?• 

We find, in the Tranfa&ian^ phihfophiquesj 
an obfervation that fuffices for dcmpnftratii^ 
the danger to which men ezpofe themfelves by 
(Iriviog to fupprefs any evacuation whatever^ 

• We may confult, on this fubjed, the Traiti 
He Midecine^ &c. by M. Robert, tome II. chap. IV. 
The obftrvatipns which dais Chapter contains, are 
very iiiterefting; and fupport, with force, tliat which 
we have advanced, 

tendii^ 
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tending to eftablish the health. A young 
tnan^ twenty-four years of age^ had^ from his 
infancy^ an hemorrhage at the thumb of his 
left-hand, and from whence the blogd flowed 
regularly every month, to the quantity of four 
ounces. In his iirteenth year he loft eight 
ounces; and, notwithftaDding that lofi, he con* 
tinned in good health, and was not weakened 
in the fmalleft. degree. In short, at. the age 
of twenty-four years, he determined to lay a 
hoc iroD on his thumb, hoping, by that meanss 
to turn the courfe of the blood; but he paid 
dearly for this experiment. After that time 
he was never well; on the contrary, he be- 
came fubjeft to ipittiogs of blood, which ex- 
haufted his flrength; to violent colics, greai: 
^^eakneiTes, and feveral other difeafes^ 

Muft we conclude, after thefe faft?, that 
men, even as women, are fubjedl to a perio- 
dical evacuation? I dare not aflert it; but 
I believe that, confideriog the manner in which 
we aftually live, each individual, and particu- 
larly him who does not fufficiently ezerciie 

^ TranfaSions pMlofipUquety ann. i7ox. See 
alfo the fame CoUeftioo, ami. 1615. 

the 
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the corporeal fecalcles^ has occafion to procure 
hiisfeif an evacuation, from time to time, for 
replacing, in the animal economy, that equi- 
librium which is neceflary (o maintain it in 
good order. This evacuation muft be lefs 
lenfible in, the laborious countryman, than in 
^ perfona of every other defcription« Among 
fedentary artirans, it is an abfolute neceffity; 
«id they langmsh, when this evacuation has 
not place. Literary men, pofons of the 
polite world, religious devotees, in short, all 
tholb in i!ates which are nearly iaafiive, find 
themfelves in the fime predicament as the 
fedentary artifans. If every individual at- 
tached himfelf to the ftudy of that which 
fdSks phyikally in himfelf^ (and that ftudy 
coofifts in an obfervation which is eafy to 
make) he would difcovcr, in his conftitution, 
the means of fntifying the temperament, 
^ch a man. If he is careful in this reiped, 
will perceive that the vague dolors «^hich he 
ftels at particuhu- times of the month, an- 
nounce the neceffity of fome kind of evacu* 
'ation> which he muft favour. Thus is it alio 
iituated with drowfinefles, ^megrims, laffitudes, 
and dimnefies, to which other perfons are 
fubje£l from time to time* If, inftead of 
'. r * keeping 
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keeping io bed, and calling in the aid oi a 
phyfidan for flight indifpofidons, we were to 
confulc Nature^ we $hould find ourfelves in- 
finitely better; for the bed iSf above alli pre* 
judicial to men of the preient day— ^ Wf 
are fortunate that, in proportion as weremovf 
ourfelves from Nature, real Phyficians approach 
her more nearly in the principles of ihriK 
fciencel 

Although I dwell rather long on the ob» 
jeft under confideration, I am not afraid of 
being rqa-oached with deviating from the pbm 
which I have propofad. I conceived it my 
duty to ip9ak of the in^ifpofitioos which affeft 
oien^ wbeu they have relation to the periodictl 
evacuations of women. So fiur from deeply 
exanuning this obje^ I have only toudied k 
fuperficially ; but, from what I have faid, 
ibme of my readers, perhaps, will ftd a de0ie 
to know more on the fubjed. To apquiit 
that knowledge^ however, they have no oc« 
cafion for books; they will find, in Che 6udf 
of their temperament, all that can be defired; 
and the caufe of their indifpofitioDS being 
once known, it will be eaiy to enploy m 
efie6tive remedy. 

The 
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The females of the brutes are not fubjeft 
to a periodical evacuation like women*: and 

^it is not difficult to explicate the caufe of that 
difference. The veflels of the matrice are 
harder in animals; and^ confeguentty, thefe 
vefliJs are not fufficiently dilatable for admitting 
taore fluid than they ought to receivei More- 
over, the animals are nearly always In a hori- 
zontal fituation, which mud occafion a more 
equal circulation than in women, whofe per- 
pendicular poflure tilows the flowing of a 
greater quantity of * blood towstrds the gene- 
rative parts, and renders its return lefs facile. 
Although the adimals, in general, ufe a great 
deal of nourishment, the exerci/e which Chey 
take, prevents them from having too great a 
quantity of blood; and nothing can more 

. "clearly prove what I have previoufly faid, in 
fpeaking of women whofe menfes are too 
abundant, than that which we oblerve in the 
-females of the brutes. It is very feldom 
that they have an abortion, becaufe the veflels 
pf the matrice have not to refift, fo frequently, 

* Wq mufl: except the females of fome fpcdes 
of apes^ ' ■* 

the 
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th^ impnlfioD o£ the fuperduous b)ood| that 
forces and diftends the veifels in which it is 
contained. 

I shall tenninace this Chapter by a re* 
£erioo, that the miferable flate in which I 
have feen fome young women from the firft 
appearance of the mejifesi has enabled me to 
make. It feems to me^ that fome precautions 
ought to be taken, before the firfl evacuation 
of the menftrual fluz, that it might not terrify 
tbofe 10 whom it occurs* 

I once faw a young perfon at the point of, 
death, in confequence of not being apprifed of 
what would befal her. The Nuns who fur- 
rounded this unfortunate girl, confelTed to me» 
that fome imprudent women had amufed them- 
fdves with her afionishment, and her terrors I 
— She, however, lived four years after this 
occurrence, enjoying a precarious date of 
health ; and died, at length, of the cruel con« 
fequerxes which followed a new fuppreffion, 
caufed by that terror. Almoft every phy- 
fician can give many obfervations of a fimilar 
nature; and ought not thefc affliding cata- 
ilrophes to inform a mother what courfe she 

should 
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should purfiie in order to prevent fuch melan^ 
cboly accidents? Many inutile things are (aid 
to children ! But why are they not made 
acquainted with that which muft pais in them 
as the age of puberty approaches! Why not 
arm them, by explanations prudently managed^ 
againft the furprife, the (brrow^ and the appre- 
heniionS) to which ddicate and fenfible girls 
axe expofed) in critical moments^ that may 
have an influence on the bappinefi of their 
future days I 
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ON GENERATION. 



* NO peilbo wiU prefume^ 
' diat I have pretended to diicover the myfteiy 

* of generatioD: it it fiill veiled to the eye* 

* of the g^eateft PhyfidansV 

The invert iifiwig from a diaoa^ at the 
▼Dice of the Creator* was peopled, (vt kaft 
the globe which we inhabit) with animals, 
whofe ipedes ■ are conferved by a prodigious 

• M. Bonnet's Prefice to Cotifid&atiotu fur Us 
Corps trgofiifis, 

fucceflion 
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fuccefficm of generations. The moft im* 
pofiog fpedacle, and che eompleceft proof of 
the exiftence of the Author of Natare, is that 
aftonishing quantity of ipecies in the animal 
kingdom, muitiplying the individuals of each 
of the da/Fes that compose them, with that 
admirable proportion by which each fpecie^ 
conferves itfelf in the midft of a general de- 
ftruftion; The fpedes is prefervfed, while the 
hidividual dies; for Ue does not difappear, till 
after having, in feme fort, tranfinitted his ex* 
iftence: it is a tribute which he owes to Na- 
ture, before he returns into the mafs of an- 
nihilated beings* 

The funftitfti by whidh an individual pro- 
duces his likeneis, is that whidi we !n general 
eall reproduction:, an expAreffioh which may bd 
applied to the animals^ to ttie i^egetabte^; add 
which ought to be extended even, according 
to Ibme' authors^ to the third kingdoin of 
Nature*. The reprixlu^lion bf animals i^ 

♦ Pliny informs us diat, among theandents, tiere 
were fome who believed dut (tones produce other 
ftones. M. Peirefc, among the modems, renewed 
this fcntlment; and AL Iburncfort has fupported ity 

aided 



that which we call gineration^j and it abfo- 
lately demands^ in nearly all animalsj dse union 
of the male with the femalb^ I &y,. in nearly 
all aDimals^ becaufe there are fome that re^ 
produce their ipecies without the means. (^ 
this union. The greatefl part of fisbesi 
( chough the two fexes concur to this re- 
produdion) the grubs, the polypufes, C^hefe 
la(t even multiply by planting 3 prove that 
there may be fome Ipecies of animals in which 
the union of the iezes is not necellary to re« 
produ^on. 

Th^ conjunction of the man with the wo« 
man, which iS abfolutely neceilary for gene* 
ration to have place^ produces an individual 
that will refemble the fez of the one or thp 
other; but which of them is it that produces, 

luded by a number of obfervations: he even shewed, 
at the Academy of Sciences, pieces taken irom goldt 
filver9 and copper-mines, of fo lijigular. a ftrudure, 
that it was difficult to explicate tfadr formation with- 
out having recourfe to the hypothefis of the^^Dnx. 
See, on this fubjeft, rBiftoire de rJcaiimte^ ann. 
1703. Ibid. ijcH & 171 !• Tran/adions fhilofi^ 
fhifyes, 1684. 

Voti' IL T particularly/ 



particolarlyt this iodi vidaal ? Was it in th« 
Uqpor which the male had tranfiDitted darhig 
copulation? Did that liqaor fiodf in the 
matrice, an egg ready to become fecund? Uid 
the woman, in sharing the traniports of the 
fnaui mix with his feminal humour a fluid ca« 
pable of producing an organifed being like 
herfelf? 

Thefe qneftions muft remain iofoluble as 
long as the greateft Phyficlans difagree on the 
abiblute eflence of the femfnal liquor; and 

*what I have expofed elfewhere, demonftrates 
how much opinions are divided on this fub- 

^ jt6t. Neverthele(s> the precife knowled^ of 

our or^in depends on that unanimous accord 

if man is contained in an egg« depolited io 

the ovaries, the fyftem of the organic partides 

falls of itfelf ) but, again, if we demonftrate 

that the female does not eontain ^egs, we 

muft abandon the ovaries, and, in their place, 

accept the tefticles^ which, as in the male, 

filtrate and prepare an a6lual feed^ In jmr* 

fuance, we muft fuppoie^ in that feed, ei- 

their the entire man, or only in parts whidi, 

by uniting to each other, concur in forming 

an animal like the one to whom the feminal 

liquor 



liquor djiptfrtains. Does the man fveim, en- 
tirtly formed, in this liquor? In that cafe, 
from whence comes he? Where was he, 
when the particles of the feminal fluid were 
yet in the germ of the ailments which the 
earth ineiofed in her bofom ? Is this fluid 
compofed of an infinity of hVing particles, 
that, by a force with which we are unac- 
quainted, affimilate between themfelves, and, 
at length, form an organifed whole? I 

should even pAfer to admit, that man proceeds, 
entirely formed, from the hands of the Creator, 
rather than have to explicate, In a convincing 
manner, the arrangement of all thefe parts. 
I might miflead men who, in the animal, fee 
fcarcely any thing more than the exterior ; 
but I dared not fay to the Anatbmift^' that this 
aflonishing preparation of fibres, of membranes, 
of veflTels, of ligaments, of tendons, of muf- 
des, of veins, of arteries, &c. which enter into 
the compofition of the body of an animal ; 
the flru6lure, the relations, and the aflion of 
all thefe parts; this Whole, thus compofed, 
thus knit together, thus harmonipus; that all 
this is formed by the fimple concurrence of 
particles, fet in motion or direfted according 
to certain laws, of which we are ignorant. 

f a Tl Jit 
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Thstt which pafleft during the ni<m of 
the fezes, enables us but litele moxe than the 
iyftems, to di&over the royOtry of generation; 
for it is by no means in the eztafy of plesh 
fure that man obferves: and even if it were 
in his power, he could not advance .mnch 
further, by reafbo of the bounds that would 
neceflarily arrelt his operations^ Neverthe- 
lels» I believe that dfcoveries might be made, 
with relation to this obje6t, as well as in agri- 
culture. A philofopher build& an hypothefis 
in the recefles of his clofet, while it is on ih 
faS that he ought to Ifaidy the operations 
. of Nature. The man who obferves, wOl go 
ferther than the man who attaches Inmfelf to 
the produdiion of a lyilemf. Moreover, a 
iii^ man is unable to make obfervations on 
which we can reafimably depend. I would^ 

♦ • There are two clafles of literad: there arc 
^ Ibmc who finequently obfcrve without wrid^g; and 
' there are alio tfaofe who write widiout difoviDg. 
^ We cannot too much augment the firft of thefe 
^ clafTes, nor, perhaps, too much .diminish the fecond. 

• A third dafs is ftill worfe; it is thofe who badly 

• obferve.' LeUer of 3f. Hslkr to M. Bonnet. 



if to know the manner In which generation 
occurs^ imports the happinefs of man^ and of 
which there are doubts; I would, I lay, have 
every-one admitced to communicate fuch di& 
coveries as they may have had an opportu* 
xuty of making. To this it may be obje^ed^ 
that there are but few capable of attaching 
themlelves to thefe objefls. -— * There is fuf* 
ficient for reverfing all the hjpothefes of phi« 
lolbpherss if we could interrogate men on the 
remarks which they have been enabled to 
make, or tiiaC they hereafter will make^ on tht 
difcoverUt which are communicated to them. 

By this means, we should quickly know 
if the liquor which iilueB from women is ef- 
fential to generation ; and many a Phyiician 
would be compelled to build another fyflemt 
if he perceived that the greateft part of wo- 
men who facrifice to love from obedience 
without partaking of voluptubufnefi in any 
manner, are thofe to whom the State is moft 
indebted. We should then know, alfo, the 
circumftance under which Ipoufts fucceed the 
belt in their undertakings. For example, in 
foppoiing the emiflion of both fides, we should 
know if it is neceiTary that it take place at 
T s the. 
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I3ac fame time; and why certain ^oofeti 
^otifts in cDJoyxnent^ do not fail to rendet 
their wi^^es fecundi ^though thefe occupy tbeia- 
felyes but litde with pleafures in which they 
feel no intereft. We should likewife know, 
srod it mutt be coofeiTed that this would greatly 
§£k& the authors of certain iyfleois; we should 
knoW) I (ay, that there are Ioidq women» ar* 
dently inclined to pleafore^. who have only been 
able to conceive in certain moments^ when 
A^ey defired nothing lefs than the carefTes of 
9 fpouie; careifes which they failed to return 
in any manner whatever.— We should 
know in short, like Socrates, that we know 
nothing; and we should be obliged to recom^ 
.mence with new (yftems, or greatly retouch 
ibe ancient ones at leafl, in order to render 
them conformable with the^obfervations madQ 
]by men pf Jfience. 

We might then apply to gtsneradon^ thefe 
words of M. Scheuchzer, ^ We are too 
^ hafty in building fyftems, the materials of 
.^ which can be furnished only by experience, 
^ We muft have made many proofs for efta- 
f blishing one fyftem properly: to a£l: otber* 
^ wire> is to build without materials, -— Let 
^ • ' • " ♦ us 
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< US multiply ezperimeot^; we may tbinlr on^ 
^ a fyflem of pbyfic, when we have a comf 
^ pkjte Natural Hiftory V « We are obliged^' 
ftid M. de Fontenelle^ a l<xig time px^fCg 
^ to confider the fciences at prefent as lying 
^ in the oadJ^ at leafi the fcience of Phyfia 
« — Syftmatk Phyfic ought to defift from 

* the ereftion of edifices, till experimental 
^ Phyfic Shan be in a condition to furni^i her 

* with the neceflfary materials.—^ There i^ 

< no general 'fyftem adopted, from a fear of 

* encountering the inconvenience of precJiH- 
^ rate fyftem^ with which the impatience of 
^ the human mind but too 4>tly accommodates 
^ itfelfy and which, once eOablished, oppofiii 
^* itfeif to fucceediog truths t«' 

If it be not objeded to me, that men have 
exerdfed fufficiently long on generation^ for 
being enabled to ezpofe its i^yfteriea* with a 
certakiQr of having accomplished the end; j 

*c.See the Work of M. Scheuchzer on Plants 
before thr Deluge — . let Mimoires de T^iifQUS^ 
Jan. 1713. 

t Hifioire de rJcsddmi^ de^ Science^ See 
fhePre&ce, 
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ihall cootendy that we are very far from knowing 
elKAigh of ity even to hazard any opinions 
We do noC yet know, what of the man, or of 
the woman^ immediatdy contributes to gene^ 
)ration ! There is not even an i^eenient 
OB this queftjon: ^ }i^ the woman a parti- 
« cular feed, or not?* 

fiy cs^ing an eye on fome of the fyftemis 
Which the vanity of explicating all the oper« 
iitions of Nature, has induced men to imagine, 
"We' shall fee how greatly ideas have been 
i^haiiged on Che creation of each of theft 
iyftems; and whether we are much more ad- 
vanced at the piefent day, than they were 
in the time of Ariftotle, relatively to gene'- 
ration. 

That Philofopher* adopted the fyitem 
>hidi sldmits the man, foleiy, as the principte 
of V generation, and thereto fumishir^ the pro- 
lific liquor; a liquor, according to him, that 
is not found in the woman, or^ at leaft, that 
^ntributes nothing to the formation of the 

•De Gentr,Ub.t, 

' ' fecm. 
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fetus. It id the menfti*ual blood which Ari- 
ftotle Gonfidei^ed as neceflTary, in the womaO)^ 
for generation; it ferves to the formationy to 
the des^lopement) and to the nourishment 
of the 'fetiis> hut the efficient principle exifts 
Cblely in the liquor of the male» which ^per- 
atesi not as matter, but as caufe** 

One part of philolbphers^ who* fdlowed 
the opinion of Ariftotle, have fearched^ as 
Avicenna, for reafons to prove that females 
have no prolific liquor; and they abfblutely 
regarded the menllruai blood as the fde liquor 
« furnished by females for generation. The 
feed of ibe man was only confidered, by them^ 
as an agent capable of communicating to the 
menies a movement from whence an individual 
receives: life« Some have advanced^ that the 
menllxual blood is fufficlent for the 'formatioQ 
of the animal, and that the feed of the man 
gives it life} that, in a word, this liquctr con« 
tains the fouU and that it is conveyed into 
the fetus by the macu 

♦ Hifiiire NatunlU^ tm. IV. Ariftot. IBft. 
Anim. lib. VIL oip. XVII. Dc Generat. Animal. 
Ub. n. cap. IV. 

fBppocrateii 
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Hippocrates, r^jeftii^ tbe ep]xdx$k of 
tbofe who had preceded him; an opiiuoa in 
which tbe man pofTefled the ible advantage, 
while the woman n^ deftined to give^ alone^ 
the place where the embryo mqft be depo« 
iited; Hippocrates, I iaj, beUeved that the 
concourfe and the mixture of the two ieed« 
were abfolutdy neceflary to the formation of 
the fetus. He founded \as afiertion on die 
following reafons, 

I. The woma? emits fted as wdU as tbe 
inao. 

: a. She ei^perJenoes tbe fame v6laptuou£' 

3* Tendemeis for the children is equal on 
l)gtb fides. 

. 4. The children not only refemhle the 
(it^9f but the moliier, in figure and cha« 
rafter •• 
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. Tiw fy^tem^ which is much a^ore fol- 
lowed than that of Ariilot]e> fince it has pal&d 
to US9 and fliil finds its (edators, is refted> as 
may be feen by the previous affertionsy oi^ 
fundamental; that are not unshakable, whil^ 
the modems have reyerfid them for eflablish- 
ing 9 new theory, Hippocrates alfi> beiieve(^ 
that the m^le children ase produced from the 
liquor prepared in the. right tefticle of the 
jnan> and in the ovaries of the lame fide io 
the woman; and that, on the contrary, thp 
femaltf derive their origin from theie lam^ 
parts, fituated on the left fide« 

An obfervation made by M. Bdhing, in 
1736, would fingularly favour the fyitem of 
Hippocrates, if other obfervations did not 
ghew us its inconclMfivenefs. . In a womaQ 
who died in child-bed, after having g^ven birth 
to nine ions, without having ever had any 
daughtersi the right ovary was found in a 
very good ilate, while the left, oa the con* 
txary, lean and decayed, appeared no otherwift 
than as a web of dried membranes ^ With 

^ Chirurgicai DifferMim^ published at Altorl^ 
December to, 1790,. by M^BeOiing, en a matrice 

Oiat 
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regard to men, W know> and I have men^ 
tioned it ellbwhei^, that thbfe wbd are de- 
prived of one telHcIe ^ may cgually engender 
males and females. Cyprianus f{>eaks of aQ 
animal fetus which the fttrgeoM were obliged 
to cxtraft from the right trumpet of the mo- 
ther, who fqrvlved the operation, and who, 
the following year, bad twins, a male and a 
ftmale; neverthelefi, there was evfery reafon 
to prefume that the operation had deilroyed 
Ifae opening of the riight trumpet. Thus 
the iyftem of Hippocrates, which aligns a 
fide proper to each individual of the cfifferent 
fezes, can derive no fupport in the preceding 
bhfervation. 

Harvey pretends, according to Us obfer- 
yations, that man, and all the animals, come 
forth from an egg : the only difference be^ 
tween them is, that fbme ilTue from the 
mo^f while contained in their shel/, and 
t;har the others derive their origin, acquire 

that was 'opened in the pangs of delivery. See 
Id CoUe&hn des Thhfes Medico Chirurgicabsy &c 
c^l^i^cd: ^d published by M Baroa of Haller, and 
dieefledinrFraKhby M.M9cquart. Tobi«II, 

■' their 
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their accretion^ and reach to their entire de- 
velopement, before they leave the matrice. 
All female aniznala have eggs» in which there 
is a cryfialine liqaor, where the formation of 
the animal commences. It will be feen, by 
what follows, that ieveral pby&ians have 
believed) that the fetus, wholly formed, is 
contained in the qs, and that generation is 
no more than a fucceifive developement of 
the parts of the animal, occafioned by the 
aftion of the feminal fluid. But Harvey was 
by no means of this opinion. Generation!^ 
«ccordiag to that Anatomifi^ is the work of 
Che matrice; the feed of the male never enters 
it; the matrice conceives the fetus by a ipe« 
cn^ of contagion which the liquor of the 
male communicates to it; the fenude is ren- 
dered fecund by the male^ as iron, after it has 
been touched by the loadftone, acquires its 
magnetic virtue; in short, Harvey* defpairing 
to give a dear and diftinft explication of ge» 
aeration, compared the fecund matrice to the 
bxsdn. ^ The one,* fiys h^ ^ conceives the 
^ fetus, as the other thejdeas which form them- 
^ 61ves in the head.' A flrange explication! 
exdaimed M« de Maupertuis; and which muft 

greatly 



^4 ^^ GtNERATIOK. 

greatly humiliate thofe who would penetrate 
the fccrets of Nature*! 

The difcovery of the eggs excited a great 
fermentation among Naturalifts. Stenon pre- 
tended to have feen them GrU; but Graaf 
and 3wammerdam dJipute this glory with him. 
M. de Buffon fays> that the greatefl: part of 
Anatomifts have given the name of cvaries 
to the teftides of the woman^ and that of eggs 
to the vefides which they contain* We 
have ab-eady feen that the eggs do not 
fignify any-thing in the fyftem of this cele- 
brated Naturalift. However it may be, thefe 
Anatomifts confidered the eggs as the firfl: 
caufe of generation. Thefe eggs are of 
different fizes, even in the fame ovary : the 
greateft in the ovaries of women ^e fcarcely 
as large as a fmall pea ; and they are very 
finall in young perfons of fourfeen or fifteen 
years of age. Some Authors Iiave even 
afferted, according to thefe obfervations, that 
iafcivious girls fometimes imitate the hens 
when they lay their eggs ; and that this is 

"^ Finus phyfique. Chap. VIII. 

fuffident 



ifaffident, hi ah amorous, mindj for sluddeg 
tbefe little ^gs> for (tetadiiog and caufing 
them'to fell*. ■ Thefe eggs are finall, and 
tmfruitfiil,- but age^ and fuuiliarities with men, 
make diem prolific. More than twenty of 
tiiefe may be counted in each ovary: tiiere 
tbey are rendered fecand by the ipirituous 
part of the liquor which the man sheds during 
copulation; afterwards they detach tfaemfelves, 
and feu into the matrice through the trumpets 
of Fallopius. Thus the fetus is formed of 
the interior fubflance of the egg, and the 
piaeenta, of the exterior matter. 

VaBifniert dSyed to reverfe the iyftem 
of the eggs, fuch as it is here prefented, by 
infifiing that the vefides found in the teftidet 
of all females are not (^s; and that they are 
nothing elfe than the refervoirs of a lymph, or 
of a liquor that muft contribute, (ays he, to 
the generatim and to the fecundation of ano« 
dier ^gg, or of fometbmg that refemhles an' 

* See Ut Cmmentatret de M. de Hktter fur 
Soerhave, torn. V. part. XL The Bibliothique rat' 
fmnie des Ounaget des favant, for the months of 
January, Fdnruary, and March, 1751. Art. XIII. 

- egg, 
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egg, which the fetus, entirely fQrmed» can^ 
tmsm Malpighi coincides wich Vallilbierit 
as to the tefticles of the woman. But it is 
very Angular, that Vallifnieri, after a great 
many obfervations, concludes that the work 
of generation takes place in the teAicles of 
the D^omaOf which he always regards as ova* 
lies, fays M. de Buflfoa» though he never 
found any ^gs there, and that he has demon- 
ftrated, on the contrary, that the veiides are 
not eggs*. 

'' • « 

Theie contrarieties did not prevent Val« 

lilnieri from giving credit to the prCi^xiftenCe 

of the. germs, which I have alr^j noticed, 

and aflferting, with maoy other phyficians, th^t 

the eggs of the whole human race, to the 

extinftion of the fpecies, were amtained ia 

the ovary of the firft woman. 

. To the fyflem of the eggs has been op- 
pofed that of the animalcules, or ipermatic 
animals, which fo many oblervers aiTert they 
have difcovered In the feminal li^or of the 

^ Hifioire Natureik. TomeV; 

two 
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two fexes* I shall not here repeat what I 
have obferved on the fubje6i: of the anunaf- 
cules, or fpennadc imrm% in the Qiapter on 
the Seminal lJqu$r\ I shall folely expofe^ 
in few words, Che manner in which a cele* 
brated Pbyfidan t has explicated the hypothefi^ 
of generation by the /per masts wmns. 

We muft admit, in the feed of the male, 
thofe little animals, againft the exiftence dt 
which the ftrongeft objections may be formed* 
We muil alio admit the tgg$ m the femal^ 
for receiving the worm contained in the feed 
of the male ; and then all will appear fkvourabid 
to the liypothe/is in gueftion. 

The egg, o* the veficle furnished by tUi 
woman, comprehends all the after-hirth^ tfatt 
is to fay the placenta^ and the envelopes oF 
the fetus. The worn) furnished by the man; 
makes, properly, the fetus, and the iroman 
provides the nefi* As ibon as the conjund- 
tion has been made, and the feed is received, 
the matrice clbfe^. The feed therein con- 

• See Chi^ter V. of diis Volume. 

t M.Aftnic, formerly Profcffor of the Royal Col- 

^^ Vol- It U tained^ 
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tainedy does not remiin there any long tiaue; 
jt is abforbed by the poreS) ot ntber by the 
great number of lymphatic vefleisy which are 
deiUned to pmnp the liquors; it penetrates the 
blood, and no one portion of it remains in 
the matrice, Ho Vi then, can generation oc- 
cur? See here. 

The feed difiippears; and is abforbed, 
but the fpermatic worms keep th^ ftation ; 
Aey remain in the matricey where ^chey are 
conlerved» fince the fubflance of this vircera> 
and its temperature, are pretty nearly analagoui 
to the qualities of the teftides. It mull not 
be fuppofed that the ieed of the man becomes 
inutile after having tranfinitted the fpermatic 
worms into the matrice: that liquor, when 
it has penetrated the paths of ckculation, and 
traverfed all the parts of the body, moft ne- 
ceflarily be carried into the ovaries, for ren- 
dering the eggs fecund, and to further their 
growth. As foon as theie are penetrated, 
there occurs a fermentative or ofcillatory move- 
ment,* which occaGoning a fwelling of the 
ovary, it burfis towards the thumeft part, or 
rather opens on the fide that is turned towards 
the tube of the trumpets. We eailly con- 

ceive, 
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cekrtf thst fome of the veficles nmfi then de* 
tach theodelves from the ovaiy, and fall inta 
the trampet. If one only detaches itfelf, 
there will be no more than one fetus; in cer« 
tain dicumftances^ there wili be two; and fo 
of the remainder. That velicle having reached 
the matricey flcAts m the lymphatic ftrolity 
there confined from the clofing of its orifice; 
and there it floats in fuch a manner^ that the 
faeavieft part will be loweft> and the moft 
light above: it is probable that this part is 
deilined to form the placema. The veficbf 
floating in the matrice. is foon furrounded by 
a great number of finall vermicules^ which en-, 
deavour to gain admittance, alchougb no more 
than one only can introduce itfelf there; But 
it muft not be ftippofed that it introduces Itfelf 
Uindly» or by chance: that introdu£Uon may 
be eafily conceived, if we fui^fe in the ve« 
iide a cavity proportionable to the body, of 
the little animalcule; ^or example, a fmalt hol0 
with a fahe. As foon as the worm has 
entered that cavity, the fuppofed valve will 
shut; and the other vermicules, elduded 
from thence, can no longer maintain their po« 
fitlon. Thus we fee the little vermicule in 
Ae envelope; aod fecundation achieved. The 
C i ' envelope 
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envdope infeofibly augments by means of the 
fiourislment which it receives^ and fillS) through 
a continual increafey the cavity of the matrice 
to which the plactnia attaches itfeif. 

Boerhave^— who» after the pretended dif- 
coveiy of the animalculest or fpermatic worms, 
fiill furpaffes Leuwenhoek and Hartfoeker — « 
has' embellished the hypothecs wUcb is here 
in queftion* The animalcules, arrived in the 
trumpet, declare open war; there they fight; 
and the flrongeit, after having ftrewed the 
field of battle with dead, and proud of his 
vifioryt remains alone to fport on the occafion, 
after which he loofens the egg, and condu6ls 
it into the u$eru$. 

This ingenious hypothelis of the fper« 
matic vermicules, as prefented by M* Aftruc, 
muft have colt its inventor much ; but then 
he had the advantage of refting on ob/brva- 
tions which, in fome fort^ ferved bb proofs, 
on fuppoiing diat thefe obfervations were 
regarded as inconteftable. Harvey fays that 
he opened feveral binds an hour after oou* 
pling, and never found any feed in the ma- 
trice; neverthelefs, the hinds never fail to 

conceive. 
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coocetve. The feed, therefore, does not 
remain in the xnatrice after the coupling. 
But why do the vermioiles remain there? 
It is probable, according to Doflor CrardeOy 
that the pores, which may admit the feed, 
cannot give a paHage to the vermicoles. The 
proof thisit the feed enters into the bloody is 
evident by the alteration which takes place in 
the flesh and the milk of females who have 
conceived. The flesh of the she^goat, fot 
example, fmells like the he-goat; and obtains, 
therefore, a bad tafte from the mixture of 
the parts of the feed, which, having been re- 
ceived into the Uood, circulates with it in all 
itscourfe. 

In adopting this bypothefis, attention moll: 
be given to the objeftion of which I have 
already fpoken^— Why fo many inutile ani- 
mals ? What a fuperfluous confumption ! 
This difficulty is anfwered, by faying: Is it for 
man to meafure the defigns of God in his 
works? This is a pious anfwer; but it is 
by no means fatisfaftory in an hypothec^ 
where we muft explicate all, or abandon the 
fyftem, — r I knew a Francifcan Monk, 
who attempted to make a new fyilem on the 
U 3 planetary 
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planetary w^ld^ and who, on finding histfelC 
difconcerted in his purpofe by objeftions that 
were too ibrong» attributed an angel to each 
planet, to whom the Author of Nature had 
given orders from the commenoement. of the 
world, and traced the path which he muft 
keep during the exiilence of the univerfe. 

In the mixed i^ftem of the vermicules 
and the eggs, objeffions are alfo made againft 
the refemblance of children, at one time to 
the father, and at another to the mother. 
It feems that the child mull: always refemble 
the father, if we alone admi( the vermicules 
for the purpofe of generation; or the mother> 
if we only admit the vefides. With refpe^l 
to the 6rfl: refemblance, it is. fuppofed that all 
the' vermicules have the fame conformatioDi 
the fame mould, and the fame mark as the man 
from whom they proceed: this is the refem- 
bhmce as to the father. On the other fide, 
it 19 fuppofed that the ceH of the e^ repre- 
fents, in miniature, the confbrmation of the 
face of the mother ; and it is eafy, with the 
affiftance of thefe two very gratuitous fuppo^ 
litions, to explicate the mechanifm of the re- 
femblance, if w^ moreover, admit alio another 
; ;• fuppofition^ 
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fuppcfitioD; namely, That nearly all boya re- 
femble the mother, and girls the father. The 
male vermicules are larger than the female 
vermicules; thus, the vermicule which glides 
into the e^, mufl there naturally preferve its 
primitive form, and refemble the animal from 
which it originatea. Let us imagine a figure 
entirely formed, and that is placed in a moulcL 
If the vermicule exa^y fills its cell, it will 
lofe much of its primitive imprelHon; and 
adapting its fur&ce with the imprei&on of the 
mother) imprinted in the egg^ the child will 
refemble the mothery &c. 

fiuc if, Bs M« de Bufibn pretendsi tin 
boys in general refemble the father, and the 
girls the mother, the eiplication of re&m* 
bhnces^ by the fyftem of the vermicules, will 
alfo prove unfounded; and the iyftem will 
not be maintainable without great dlfficid^. 

M. le Camus has alfo prefented a fyftea 
on generation*; and, according to this Phy« 
(idan) the formation of animals occurs in the 

* Mimoiris fur divers fujM d€ Midecim^ 
1760. 

y 4 fame 
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fymt manner as tfait of vegetables; they arQ 
reproduced from feedi the one as well as the 
other* Tho brain is, in the firft, the fource 
of their fecundity; it is no more than a 
grain of the vegetakk animal that conuins 
the generative principle of all animals. It 
produces fmall animated beings> as grains pro- 
duce diminutive plants^ 

The feed, according to M. le Camus, is 
compofed of fmall brains, which have emanated 
from the great brfun of the animal. A drop 
of the prolific liquor inje6ted into the inatrice, 
fwells there, and at firft prefents only a fmall 
larain, or a head, from whence the extremities 
muft come forth, as fo many branches, nearly 
as the lobes of a bean fwell a( firft, for shoot* 
ing afterwards the ftalk and the root. Tbefe 
finall brains proceed to the tefticles by means 
of the nerves; and, according to this fyften), 
the great brain muft necefTarily be compoled, 
even as the vegeuble grain, of fmall embryos, 
that wait fpr a ccMivenient place in order to 
^evelope themfelves; for I do not think that 
the Author of this fyftem, like Harvey, ima- 
jgined generation to be the work of the ma« 
frice. The public will never favourably r» 
' ceive 



PS GENEIATION. % ^%g 

ceiye an hypothecs^ when the Author is forced 
to have recourfe to metaphyfics, for explif 
eating the operations of Nature. 

A Syflem on iGeneratioD) very ingenioiM 
ID many refped:sj is that of the celebrated M. 
de BufFon. It has, however, been pppofed 
by feveral eminent Phyficians, becaufe it did 
not accord with their fentiments: but it mull 
not therefore be lefs confidered as the work 
of a fublime and enlightened mind, and whofe 
wanderings even announce an imagination the 
moft reducing, and the inbft capable of fixing 
tiic reader's attention. 

It has ak'eady been obferved that M. de 
Buffbn viewed^ in Nature, a matter common 
to vegetables and to animals, and compofed of 
organic particles^ that are animate, primitive, 
incorruptible, and always aftive. The move- 
ment of thefe particles may be arrefted by 
the coarfeft molecules of the mixture; but as 
foon as they begin to difengage themielves, 
they produce, by their remuon, the different 
ipecies of organifed beings which figure in 
the world. This matter, univerfally diffufed, 
ferves to the nutrition and to the developed 

ment 
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meot of all that Gves or that vegetateg. The 
furplus of what is neceflary f(Mr producing 
this effeS:, is conveyed, from all parts of the 
body, into a common refervoir, where it af* 
fumes the form of liquor* The organs of 
generation are this re/ervoir. The ieminal 
Jiquor contains all the mdecules analagous to 
the body of the animal; and, depoficed in the 
matrice, it produces a diminutive being, entirely 
refembling the interkr mouUf of which the 
molecules make a part. 

According to the new fyflem, there are 
no pie^zifiing germs. The formation of 
Ae animal is the produftion of an unknown 
power, which, as that of weight, penetrates 
the whole mats. The fundamental law of 
this power is, that the organic particles wbicb 
have the moft relation to each other, umte 
themfelves the more clofely. In the union 
of the two individuals, the liquor furnished by 
the male mixes with that furnished by the fe- 
male, and thefe two liquors then form no 
more than one only. The analogous or 
correfpondent particles of this liquor, have a 
tendency to approach each oOar, and to unite, 
by virtue of their relations* And as thefe 

• .^ particles 
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particles hatre been difpatcbed from the difr 
ferent parts of each individual, where, fo to 
fay, they are moulded, they canierve, in thai- 
feminal liquor, a dirpofition to reprefeot tkefe 
fame parts. From thence refults the formation 
of the embryo. With refpeA to the dif* 
ference of fex, if, in copulation, the molecu!e8 
furnished^ by the male furpafs in number and 
aftivity thofe furnished by the female, the 
embryo arifmg therefrom will be a male; 
and wholly the contrary, if the female 
has the advantage in that aft from whence 
generation refults. From hence arifes the 
refemblance, more. or le(s marked, of children 
to the father or to the mother ^ 

By means of this fyftem, the Author 
^ves an explication of the differences which 
are obferved in generation, not only with re- 
fpeft to man, but likewife gnimals of every 
(Ms, &C. &c 

We muft cUftinguish, among the learned 
men who have oppofed the preceding lyfiem> 

, # See PBiftoirt Nafmtlk. Tome m. 

the 
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Hie celebrated M» Halter and M. Botmet. 
The love of troth alone has afhiated there 
tviro effimable men; and this is perceivable by 
the manner in which they propofe their ob* 
jeOiona. The firfl does not aflent to the 
reality of the organic moJecoles ; he appears 
to beUeve that they are aftnal animals, but 
whidi have not, to fpeak properly, any direft 
influence on generation^. Is it not poffible, 
Tays Baron Haller, that thelb anhnali were no- 
thing elfe than infefts that itceive life in the 
perished juices f And do we not find great 
numbers of them in the ieminal liquor, pre- 
cifely becaufe the vefides of the feminal li- 
quor, and the neighbourhood of the great fa- 
teilines, are the moft proper fituation for. pu* 
ttefaftion? If tliefe vermicules eiift, aa M. 
Haller feems to have been perfuaded^ then 
we fee vanish the organic molecules on which 
M, de Buffbn has eftablished his hypotbeCs. 

The firfl likewife makef an obje6i;ion oq 
the refemblance of children to their fathers ; 

* M.Haller combats the opinion of M.deBuffan 
in a Prc&ce to the JGccond volume of the German 
tranflation of the Natural ffijforj. 

' and 
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and this objedion is forcible: for M. Hallet 

ablblotefy denies that refemblance. If I prov6 

this point, fays he, children will be no more 

the images of their fathers; and the remainder 

of the edifice will fall of itfelf. Let us omit 

that^ 00 the examples which may be alleged of 

children that have a refemblance to their fa« 

thers^ there is always a great number who 

have not the finalleft trait or Ukenefs of them: 

I go fardicF in my ideas. T^ere is no man 

who relembles another, with refpeft to the 

interior ibu&Hie of his body, and confeguently 

there are no children who refemble their fA^ 

thers* Anatomy, continues M* HaUer, has 

informed me of a truth fb lamentably wUch 

las but too much multiplied my labours. i£ 

men refembled each other, we should then have 

cccafion only for a fiogle defcriptiou, and one 

ibic reprefentation of the arteries of the hand: 

for example; if thefe drawmgs once refembled 

the original, it would always continue to be 

a refemblance. But Nature is widely difiant 

from fuch an advantageous uniformity; there 

has never been two men in whom an infinite 

difference was not obfervable in every nerve^ 

in every artery, in every vein, and even in 

every^bone. After making fifty defcriptions 

of 



ef the arteries of the amif of the head^ or the 
heut, I have found sdl the fifty entirdy dtf* 
fereot-— •-• This variety prevails in the 
whole of Nature: never has a plant refembled 
that of which it has been the grain ; which^ 
neverthdeisy according to M. de Buffon, mail; 
perfeftly have place» finee there is here no 
mixture of the feminal fiquors of male and 
female) with which the one may aflfeft the 
other.-— The child is not) therefore^ the 
image of his father; and if he were^ might 
he not have parts of which the iather is de- 
ftitute? It is well known to Anatomifb; 
that there are thou(andtf and thoufands of mil* 
lions of vefTels found in the fetus, that are 90 
more in adult and marriageable perfons* The 
fiBtus has two umUlical arteries, a vein of the 
fame name,^ an nrachusj a thrfmus^ an oval 
holes and a great many other parts, of which 
tiie father is deftitute: it has a double row of 
teethe wh3e the father has no more than 
6ne, 

But anatomy, fiys M. HalleT) further, 
b by no means a light that shines for all the 
world; let us therefore illumine the torch 
of Naturei that calls fome xays on the eyes 

of 



•f tbofe who «re leaft enligbtenec), and view 
a Hottentot, who has no more than one.t^. 
de; a Swifs wbo» in his youth, has bad one 
teftide eztrafied, by leafon of the ropturei 
fo conunon to that iaborious people: thia takes 
place, even according to M. de fiuffbn, long 
bef(tf6ithe time that the dMindant particles 
ate returned for formii^ a leminal liqoon 
But this Hottentot, this Swiis, begets children, 
that are not defiitute of any of the parts, and 
that haye both the tefticles. A man who 
faas loft a bandy a le& an qre, does not iai^ 
neverthelefs, to b^et accompUshed cbildreo. 
If M. de BuffoD had been diipofed to attribute 
to the mother that band and that eye of thei 
dbild, whidi the father wanted, the teftida 
at leaft would bare exceeded the limits of hot 
influence; and nothing more will reii»in for 
'M, do Baff<Mi than the having recourfe to 
univerfil adultery among all nations; an ac* 
cuiation which would be too hard, and veiy' 
jmiwobal^. 

To tbefe matters, M. Haller adds otbe/s 
which demonftrate, that a crippled, deformed^ 
and dis^ured father, begets healthy chfldreo, 
whofe fiwe of the beck have not the leaft 

refemblance 
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leftmblance to that of the fadier; and thit ft 
latdh shat up with a fingle i&alei both bdog 
deprived of their ears, will neverthelefs bring 
forth youog with complete ears, &c. 

Another obje&ioh to be made againft 
ihe fyftem dombated by M. HaHer, t6uches 
the arrangement of the analogous organic 
molecides, for c6lle3ing themfelves, and 
concurring to die formation of fuch or fuch 
a part. . When we even fuppofe, fyt a mo- 
ment, lays this celebrated Anatomift, that the 
images, of the inteftines^ the eyes, the ears^ 
can alTemble in the feminal liquor; when we 
even fuppofe that they conferve there the 
refemblance of the body from which they die- 
rive their origin $ we shall neverthelefs feie 
thefe organic particles float without order In 
the feminal liquor: and M. de Buffon has not 
made any thing known as to the caofe which 
places them in order^ that joins the particles 
of the eye of the father with the particles of 
the eye of the mother, the right with the 
right, and thefe of the left fide with thofe of 
the left fide; that adjufts the particles of the 
ear in their place, and at their conveniettt 
difiance; that meafiues with eza6Utude the 

lituatioQ 
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fituation and the proportion of all the parti ^ 
that adjufts thoufands and thoufands feparate 
moities of arteriesy for making thereof a com- 
plete canal> which extends itfelf according to the 
length .of the body; in a word» that orders 
the human frame in fuch a manner, that an 
eye never attaches itfelf to the knee, that an 
ear cannot fallen on the hand, and that a toe 
never wanders to the neck, &c &c. 

I should not imagine, continues M* HaOer, 
that there can ^xift, between the organifed 
partides of the feminal liquor, a difference, a 
form, that diflingoishes the one from the 
other, and that feparates the elements of the 
feet from the elements of the eye: and when 
I would even ^uppofe, that the veins and the 
nerves, which can only be feen by the aid of 
the microfcope^ float in the feminal liquor^ I 
shoqldt ntvertbeleis, find no power in Nature 
that can join together, according to a plan 
traced out from all eternity, the feparate parts 
6f the body, thefe thoufand and thoufands 
millions of veins, of nerves, of fibres, and ' 
of bones. It appears to me, that M. de 
Buffon has wholly paiTed over this great dif« 
ficulty, fomewhat like Timantes, who, inftead 

Vol. II X of 
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of paintiog the anguish of AgaiaieQAon» thoii^ 
to excofe himfelf by covering his face with a 
v^ M. de Buffbn has here ifted of a 
powex that has ^es, that makes a dMiieei that 
propofes to itfelf an end; that, contf&ry to the 
laws of a btiod combination^ performs, eveiy 
Cime> and infalUbly^ the fame aft* 

It fevns to me, that the obj^ton which 
M. Haller here offers,^ lofes much of its forcei 
if we grant to M. de Buffon the imeri^' moulds. 
If we acknowlege the polfibifa'cy of thefe 
moulds, and admit chat the feminal liquor jalone 
coniUts of particles that have pafled through 
the moulds, M. de BufFon has made the moft 
dfficQlt ftride, and his fyflem n^ceffarify wins 
liie reader's approbation. M. de BufFon ftit 
tMs himfelf; and it is eafy to perceive, from 
his manner of infilling on the poffiyilicy of 
the interiw mould, that on this depends 
the explication of all the afts that accompany 

♦ The greateft part of animals cwiceivc in the 
£rft coupluig, and always produce regular animals; 
in comparifon of which, the number of monfters is fo 
iiifling,*that it entirely vanishes when we examine it 
according to the rules of calculation. 

general 



fraenl reptodaS&o^. Thst tiMintxA Nata* 
raBft was wcH irware of tte objeftibiw wliidh 
in(ght te made to thewibxiwn powet fMt, 
in chie mktrice^ reauiees all the parts dclUnbd 
tb (otm tht tyei, the nofe, the hand, &c If 
«e admJt, felely, the ktws by which the par- 
ticles of Uvhig matter are compelled to ffloidd 
- themfelvfls according to eadi part, shall we 
not be conftrained to admit alfo an uoknowti 
•force, that conftrVes in the molecules a tsti- 
<tency lo apptxsach each other, in propartiod 
d» they u(e anfljogons to th6 part which they 
muft form ? See we not with what art the 
'formation of the fetus is explicated, by reooN 
ring to thfc principles eilablished at the \x^ 
-ningof theworkf? 

f 

* See Tome III. at the Chapter on ReproduOion 
in^ general. 

t On reading the Chapter which has for its title 
d$ la firmation du fottus^ tome IV. of rHiftoirc 
Nat ur die J We fee that M. de Buffon has not paid fuch 
little attention as M. Haller fuppofes, to the arrange- 
ment of the oiganic partides : but then it was unne- 
ccffary to dwell longer m Ae fubjeft, fince the law« 
Aat aietHewhcre laid down, remove the diflScultics. 

X a M. HaUer 
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M. Haller attacks this fyftesi with more 
. fttccefiy by denying the exiftence of a fenunal 
liquor in wpmen; for M. de Buffboy in his 
;bypothefis, cannot by any means fupply the 
want of it) one-half of his edifice being built 
on this foundation^ ilnce, without a ftminal 
liquor of the woman, no other than male 
children would be born, according to his fy« 
ilem. I do not find, fays M. Haller, the 
imalleft proof of the exiftence of this feminal 
liquor; I cannot find any thing to convince 
me that the fair*ieji pofTefs i^ or that they 
have fuchan emiflion, and that it mixes with the 
feed of the man^ The teflicles of the male 
are proper to him from his infancy ; they have 
reached their degree of maturiQr when he 
couples; and the prolific juice which the male 
.sheds for the great work of generation, derives 
its origin in the tefticles, which, a long time 
before, had been prepared for furnishing it» 
But females,, and particularly the woman, have 
in no, wife, according to M. Haller, thefe 

♦ M. de la Mettrie has enforced, in his jfri dc 
faire des gar pons, [Chap.IL] m^my of the obfer- 
yations which may be made againft the exiftence of 
the feminal liquor in women, 

glandulous 
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glandulous bodies affirmed by M. de Buffbn 
to have exiftence : , every woman who dies 
without conceiving, has never had thefe t&« 
fticles. At the time when a young beauty,' 
healthy and marriageable, conceives, she i^ 
entirely deflitute of the inftniment of tbS 
pretended feminal hquor : from whence, then^ 
does she derive the feminal liquor ? 

It is animals that engender rapidly, and at 
fmall intervals, which have induced M. de 
Buffbn to believe that all females capable of 
generation have fuch glandulous bodies, and 
confequently feminal liquors and organifed 
partides^: ^ but it is inconteftable,' fays M 
Haller, < that thefe glandulous bodies are not 
^ the caufe, but the conlequence, of fecun^ 
' datipn.' They do not arife in the woman 
till conception has taken place; after delivery, 
they are only conferred a certain time, for the 
purpofe of di/appearing gradually, and for never 
being repaired by other fimilar glandulous bo^ 
dies, unlefs the woman conceives anew. 

* See /a Bibliothique raifonnie des OuvrMges 
des Savans^ for the mondis of January, February, 
i^d March 1784, Art. IV. 

X 3 M. Haller 



M. HaHer oppofes bis experiment! to tfiofe 
efM.de BufFon. ^ I have opened,' f^ys he, 

* witbottt prejudice» and without any pardcuiar 
^ view, hundreds of women, u well old a^ 
< young; and I do not think that I found Uie 

# ^ndulous bodies more than ten times, H^4 
f always in pregnant women, who were di& 
^ fe6led in that fiate, or shortly sifter del^i 
f very; 

Other circumftances, and particularly the 
infcnfibility of maqy women, and many female 
animals, who concave, oppofe the opinion of 
thole who believe that all women, and thof? 
even who are not uncommonly la/civioys, emit 
a prolific juice in the aft of generation. When 
they make this emi0ion, it is certvu that the 
liquor does not pa(s into the matrice, and am-* 
fequently it cannot ferv^ to the purpofe of 
generation : for from whence should this &f 
minal liquor reach to the matrice ? ^ Who 
^ has feen it?' asks M. Hailer; < and who has 
^ ever found, in the body of the woman, dps 
^ thing that refembles the femjnal matter of 
^ the man r 
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It may be &en, by this expofitioD) that it 
IS impoffiUe to conciliate the fihdments of 
two obfervers fo celebrated as are M. del 
Buffon and M. Haller. How many objec- 
tions might we itill find to the fyftem of the 
firft) if I were to expofe all which M. Bonnet 
has advanced for demolishing the explication 
of reprodttftion by the organic molecules'^? 
It will fuffice to fay, that this Author, ftroDg^y 
inclined for the pre*exiftence of the germS| 
and not admitting, in any manner, the fuc« 
ceffive formation of individuals, but (bldy a 
continual developement of germs fcattered 
throughout the univerfe, has very powerful 
reafons for combating the reunion of the parts, 
from whence an animal, a plant, wholly qr- 
ganifed) mult: refult. ^ That admirable ma* 
^ chine, [man J fays M. Bonnet, • was, from 
^ the be^ning* defigned in a fmall compafs 
< by the iame Hand which traced the pbn of 
^ the univerfe. When I would have elTayed,'- 
continues be, ^ to form an organifed body 
^ without the affiftance of a primitive germ, 

♦ See Confidiratiom fur les Corps organifis^ 
&C. toxnc I. chap. VII* VIII. IX. & tome IL chap. 
IV* &c. &c. 

X 4 VI hj^ve 
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^.I have always been fo diflatisfied with the 
^ efforts of my imagination^ that I clearly per- 
< ceived the attempt was abfolutely beyond its 
^ reach.' 

M. Bonnet expofes the mott e/leemed 
fyftems on generation, and accompanies his 
tefie&ions with matters that may render each 
of thefe fyftems probable* But, ftronglypre- 
pofTefTed with the exiftence of the germs before 
conception, it is by no means aftonishing that 
his powers are complaifantly diredled co the 
fupport of this iyftem. 

M. Halier has obferred> that the chick 
appertained originally to the hen, and that it 
exifted before conception*. This difcovery, 
announced in 1757, redoubled the aftivity of 
M. Bonnet, who continued his obfervations, 
fo well prefented in his work on organical 
* , . ' ' 

* See Mimoires fur la formation da Poulet^ 
by M.,Haner. It was alfo the opinion of Swam- 
nierdam ; fee la Colledtion Acadimique ; la Thiologie, 
des InfeSesi where M. Lyonnet maintains the fame 
ppinion iu the notes which he has added to the text 
(JfLeffer. 

Bodies^ 
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SoMes^ It rerults, from the experiments of 
M. Haller and M. Bonnets that all beings are 
contained in the germs^ which develope anc) 
increafe, when they rencounter the convenient 
matter; that they cannot, nevertbelefs, deve« 
lope themfelves till they are rendered fe« 
cund; that the matter which caufes fecundity^ 
adds modifications to this developemcnt, which 
affeft the exterior and the interior of thefe 
germs; and that, in short, thefe modifications 
have always a relation, more or lefs marked, 

to the individual which operates fecundation. 

•» 

^ome Pbyficians, in admitting the hypo* 
thefis of dijfenunarioni an hypothefis in which 
the unperisbable germs of all that exifts, are 
fpattered in the elements*; have imagined tbat> 
by the mechanifm of refpiration, the womaa 
draws in thefe germs contained in the air ; 
that, by following the torrent of circulation, 
they reach the ovaries; and that the feed of 
the male, when arrived at that part) there 
renders fecund fuch of the germs as are beft 
adapted to that purpofe. It feems that, for 

^ I have fpokm at greater length on this fub- 
jcft, in Chap. VL 

avenging 
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•vengiog tbemfelves^ on Nature, who, per- 
haps, would conceal the myftery of gmera* 
tion from the eyes of meib tbefe Naturaliib 
have endeavoured to obfeare this myftery fijll 
more by a iyftem, the ridJcoIoufbeis of which 
is fufficieot/y apparent* 

I have only dwek thus long on tbe fen« 
timents of fome celebrated men concerning 
generation^ to prove that nodung in Naturei 
perhaps, is leis fufceptible of being unveiled 
than the immediate means which she employs 
for accomplishing her defign. But here I may 
confidently fay^ that, for enaUing an individual 
to raire his voice againfl the fyStms on gene- 
ration, he muft have ftudied with great atten- 
tion, and have afterwards carefuHy oppofed 
the one to the other. 

Notwithftanding the obfervatjons of M« 
Haller and M. Bonnetj nothingt I repeat, is 
more feducing than the fyilem which they 
combat with &} much force. M. de BufFon 
nec^arfly fafcinates us in the firft perudd of 
his work: and if we afterwards examine the 
reafons, by the aid of whid^ that great Natu- 
ralifl fupports his fyftem, we are conArained 

to 



to admire the * genius of the Author, whO) 
without deviating from his firft pxinciples, 
has been able to explicate all (he operations of 
Nature*. In admiring the great ideas of this 
celebrated man, the delicate and numerous ob^ 
iervations vhich mu(^ have decided his iyftem, 
it is doubtlefs lamentable, that human wifdom 
mnft acknowledge that generation (till remains 
a myftery— - Ah! why. do we blush at this 
avowal? The fublime man of whom we 
fpeak, has hifpfelf iaidi in refuting the fyllemg 
of other Naturalifts"-^ * It is more eqfy to 
« ^firfy than to ^ftablish — The queftion 

* of xeprodu^tipn is, perhaps, of a nature thai 

* never can he fully refilved ■■■■ By con* 
^ dufting Qurfelves properly ia this examen, 

* we shall difcover in it all that we can know 

* Thofe who combat M. de Buffbn, without 
poflefling the inclination to undeiftand him, pretend, 
that he has borrowed his fyftem fiom Anaxagorasi 
Ariftotle, and Hippocrates— but it is fuffidcnt to 
read M. de Bufibn, for granting diat, in even fuppol^ 
ing the firft rudiments of his fyftem had been ex* 
haufted by the andents, it muft have required an 
aftonishing genius to draw fiom thence all the parts 
extraded by the Author of the Natural Hijlori. 
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^ on the fubjeft^ or, at lead, we shall dearly 
^ difcern why we are ignorant of it ♦. If 

* we do not fo far fucceed as to explicate the 
^ mechanifm of which Nature avails herfelf 

* for operating rcproduftion, at any rate we 
^ shall attain to fomething of gtt2X.%T probability 
< than that which has been hitherto ad- 

* vancedf.' 

It is with this continual doubt on their 
minds, that great men attempt to develope the 
laws of Nature, and not with that affirmative 
tone which is only adapted tp a mediocrity of 
talents. It is, moreover, with that modeity 
which M- Bonnet announcesi when he fays— 
^ I do not pretend to have difcovered the 

* myftcry of generation:— it is ftill veiled to 

* the eyes of the greateft Phyficians §.* I 
l\ave followed the leflbns of feveral celebrated 
Profeflbrs; they expofe, with all the fagacity of 
which they were capable, the different i^fi^ms. 
on generation ; and they finish, by not ad- 

♦ HiJIoire Naturelh dc rhomme^ tome IIL 
chap. IL 
t JhU^ 
S Sec die comnicDcemcnt of this Chapter. 

mitting 
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mittiDg any one of them j fo true I9 it, that 
this myftery is ftill veiled to the eyes of the 
greateft Phyficians^! 

I shall not terminate this short eipofition 
of ibme iyftems on generation^ without anneicing 
an anecdote^ well adapted for demonilr^ting 
the abfurdities to which human wifdom fome- 
times inclines> in order to fupport its opi* 
nions« 

The do^lrine of fbrtuitonff generations 
had obtained fo much credit, from the coq. 
mencement of this century, that many per* 
fons were perfuaded that a fole could eqgender 
a frog. Thefe perfons by no means confi- 
deied that, in each clafs of animals, the (pedes 
are the fame; that Nature conftantly follows 

• M. Fenein, among odiers, afiooishes his au- 
ditors when he fpeaks on generation : they admire 
the memory, the juftnefs of the refleAioiis, and the 
force of the objedlionsof this celebrated Academician ; 
he terminates his difcourfe by rejefting every fyftem, 
and he confiders the reprodiiAion of individuals as a 
myftery, of which the Author of Nature has with- 
held the knowledge. 

the 
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^ great tr»ts formed from ch6 ttijfiii of tilt 
World; and that, as a very aoKi^nt tOtDaooe- 
wiiter fays — 

From ooe grsin of feed^ behold ch* ciafe 
That each hit true refeinli/ance draws ; 
Man comes from man, and fruit from fruit — 
Brute conftaotly faccteds io brute. 

A well«known furgeon of London, named 
St. Andre, pablished the fyftem of fortuitous 
generations in 17116; and he poflreiTed, fays 
VdtaireS ^from whom we borrdw thb feft) 
ifae tnthuliafm of the new fefts. One of his 
neijghboiirs> a woman who was poor, but dar- 
ing, iheiblved to profit by the do&tine of that 
Surgeon. This woman induced him to be- 
lieve that she had been delivered of a coney. 

St. Andre finding, in the declatatlon of 
this #oman, a confirmation of his iyfiem, by 
no dteans doubted the adventure, and, wf£h his 
ndherents, triumphed at the occurience. At 
the end of eight days, this woman was again 
delivered of a living coney in the prefence of 
three witneiTes. ^ St. Atidre,* fays Voltaire, 

• l^s fingularitis 4e la Naturt. Chap. XXL 

pleafimtly) 
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tpleafantiy, ^ shewed eveijr faod^ the km of 
^ lilft neighbour* Ofniadns were divided 4 
^ ^ftAie declared it wit a mrade ; wNile the 
< |)fttiia&s of Sc AiAe fiid^ tiiat> according to 
^ the hws of Nature^ k afforded matter of 
^ afioflishineftri that the thing did not mate 
^ frequently happen Men of fenfe were 
^ fileot ; btt every-one gave money to the 
^ mother of the rabbits/ 

Thii womaD found the trick fo fuccefifid, 
that at length she bad a delivery every e^t 
days. The magiftratea^ however, interfered 
With the afflEdi^ 6f this fattiily : they difbbvered 
a youqg coney which she had procured) and 
which ahe had forced mto an orifice that was 
not finmed for it.. ^ The woman was pv- 
* nished ; and the Surgeon concealed himfeftl 
^ The public papers drew a'fand of mirth 

< from that rabbit* wai^n; as they did after- 
^ wards from the impdition praftiftd by a 

< man who enticed a crowd of fpeAarors toge- 
^ ther, by pretending that he would go into a 
^ qwrt-botde,' &e. 

In the midft of fo many onceiiaintidS) 
of fyftems which are raifed, that run counter 

to 
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to and deftroy each other. Nature reproduces 
all beings; for its laws are invariable. While 
men ftrive to demonflrate that they Ibaie- 
times owe their origin to a vermicule, (bme* 
times that they are formed in an egg created 
.from the beginning of the world, indirfduals 
are born> attain to a (late of perfeftion, mul- 
tiply, and die, without properly knowing, any 
of them, how all this occurs. It tittle im- 
ports man, therefore, to be inftru3;ed on thefe 
pbje^> fince Nature has concealed them from 
him. 

If we fearch for fome light in the midft 
of that obfcurity which covers generations 
we shall fee, C and on this point authors are 
. agreed) that, for it to have place, the pro- 
tific liquor of the man muft> to render the 
woman fecund, penetrate into the matride, 
whether it be that the ovaries really contain 
eggs, or whether they inclofe an adual ieecL 
In whatever manner thefe things occul*, it 
feems certain that generation depends on tihe 
a6lion of the feminal liquor on the ovai^; 
and that this adlion is operated during, or a 
little time after, copulation* 

The 
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The circaqiftaiices which accompaDy the 
union of the fexeg, can alone enable us t^ 
fuipeft what paiTes in the woman's internal parts^ 
that cohcur tifi the propagation of the fpe^ 
Qies. 

In the moft fedflble moment of cdpu* 
Jlldon, the circumltances by which it is attended^ 
communicate to the organs of the woman an 
impuliion wbidb is neceflary for fecundation^ 
The matricp, [ Pi. L fig, 3. PI. IV. fig, a. ] 
Experiences a fpecies of convulfion,. that is 
nquiickly communicated to. the trumpets of 
Fallopius, [ PK IV. fig. si. No. S- 3; atid thefe 
fwelif and are flfetahed by the aftfon oi the 
thufeulous ilbr^, which enter into their com^ 
pofition. The fringe of the trumpet^ [ 4y 
E. XII. ] adhering to the ovary, encircles it ; 
tod when the feed of the man is lodged in 
the uieruiy the matrice, through its agitation, 
drives a part of it into the trumpets. Thefe, 
fufceptible of the fame agicationt conyey to 
d)e ovary that portion of the feminal liquor 
which has reached them. The femioal matter 
inftantly makes an impreflion the firil egg 
which it encounters. I fay egg^ becaufe we 
muft, as far as it is poiCbIe> relt on fomethingf, 

Vol. II. , Y ta 
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in order to trace the devdopemeati or the 
formatioDy of the fetus ^ 

The feminal liquor, having reufaed the 
egg, gives to its (Smy fubfboce an effervefcenc 
movement a fpedes of in&mmacion, which 
makes its fwelh The egg, cbui rendered 
fsamdf quits the owy, by gradually teariogi 
thtmglh its increafe o£ bulk, the (kttla 
firings which attached it thereto. It is Ua* 
mediately received by the trumpet, wMb 
fijnged part £ 4^ PI- Xlf. ] hai remained 
dofe to tbe ovary; and as diis trumpet coor 
torvtSf tfarougli the prefence of the egg, itt 
movements of contraftion, it gndual^ driMB 
4iie egg into tlie malrice. C 4f 3» ^ H 

puxn. ] 

Several obi^rvations prove, evidently^ 
that die egg may be rendered fecuad in thj^ 

* If the emifliob of a prolific liquor be admitted 
in the woman, that of the man may be dilpeded fiom 
alanding to the ovaries, whjdi muft tlien be called 
teJUcles^ and by the mixing of ihefe two liquors the 
&tus will refult. See, on this fubjeft, chap. X. 
vol. IV. of FHiJioire Natunlle. 

ovwry^ 



(Oyvyj Wd tb^t thpre it m^ tven obtain ic$ 
accretion *• Fecund eggs have been fe^t 
that efcaped from the ovaiyi and fell into the 
]awer4)eOy f ; and others thati having taken 
the route of the trumpet, theie remain- 
ed 5. ^ 

The matrice, then, ii the place in whl^ 
the. fetus b ordinarily inclofecL It is tbtte 
that the egg contimies to iwdl, after ic has Jtf c 
the trumpet. When it is become large 
enough to attain to the coats of the matrices 
it is attached thereto by (mail filaments, which 
, inqwceptiUy augmenting, form the placenta. 

• See the famous obfetvation comiiuoicated to 
the Academy of Sciences in 1701, by M. Littre. 
, It has for its objeft an embryo that was fecundated 
and developed in the ovary. 

t See CAnatomh of M^ Ftrdier^ tome II. 
chap. XI. art.s. JU Journal des Savans^ an. 1696* 
JLis Nouvi/Us de la RipuHique des Lettrts^ \6S6. 
Lis EphimMdes des curieux de la Nature^ Dec. IL 
1688, obferv. to^ &c. 

S See AUmeires de F Acadimie Royale des 
Sciences^ an. 1702^ & 1 7 15. The Anatomy of 
l)ionyIius, Banbolinus^ Riolanus, dec. 

V * £ $» fig- 
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C S, fig. i; 4, fig- a, PI. XIII. &i,Pl.XIV.l 
But before this devetopement, we cfifcover a 
vein and two arteries, that begin to form a 
fmall umbilical ftring. It reaches on one 
fide to the navel; and, extending graduallyy 
it joins the veilels of the msLtrice, for e(hblish« 
ing a circulauon between the mother and the 
infant, by means of the velTds w>ich form this 
umbilical ftring, [ 6, 6, PI. IXIV. 8, 8, 8, 
iUd. See alfo fig« x, 2, PI. XIU. ] and which 
open in tikt placenta. [ a, a, a^ a, PI. XIV.] 

The fetas paiTes flowly through federal 
gradations. [ fig. i, a, &s, Phil; fig. i & a. 
Pi. Xlir.; and 8, PI. XlL ] Three or four 
days after the egg is frudified, we ob&rve no* 
thing in the matrice, except an oval and tranC> 
parent bubble^ filled with' a lymphatic humour> 
refembling the white of an egg ; and in its 
middle is a darkish fpot, more opaque, that muft 
form the embryo. Seven days after con- 
ception, we diffinguisb, with the naked eye, 
' the firfl lineaments of the fetus, in which we 
difcover, faintly, the head and the trunk, de- 
faoted by two veficles: as yet, the extre- 
mitics cannot be feen. Irt fourteen days, we 
djftinguish the head and the moft apparent 

traits. 
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trait* of the vif^e: the nofe appears under 
the form of an elevated thread, and perpen- 
dicular to a Une that ibews t\^ reparation of 
the lips. We difcover two black points at 
the place of the eyesj two fmall holes at that 
of ihe ears; and we fee on the two fides of 
the fuperior part of the trunk, little protu- 
berances, which are thp firfl: figns of the ann^ 
an^ the legs. Tbefe firft sketches of the 
extremities fometimes remain behind, and Na- 
ture (tops in the progress of her labours; i^ 
is then an infant without arms and witboqc 
legs* 

At the end of three weeks, the body of 
the fetus is a little augmented: the arms and 
the hands, and the legs and the feet, are diftin- 
guishable. Towards the end of the firft 
month of pregnancy, the fetus [ fig. i, PI. II.] 
IS an inch in length ; it has decidedly the hu« 
nan figure j all the parts of the face are dir* 
coverable, the body is dcfi^ned, the haunches 
and the abdomen are elevated, the members 
^re formed, the toes and the fingers are fe« 
parated from each other, and a duller of fi* 
bres denote the vifcera. At fix weeks, the 
fetus is longer, the human figure begins to 
Y a attain 
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sittaiDperfeflion; and the head is proportionably 
larger thsin the other parts of the body. 

Two months after conception^ the fetus 
t fig. a, PI. IL & 8, Pi, XII. J is two inches 
and a quarter long; at three months^ three itf- 
ches and a haff ; and, at four months and half, 
five inches. At thst titne, all tlie body of 
the fetus is fo much augmented, that we can 
very eafily difliingmsh in it all the parts» and 
tnay even fee the nails of the fingers and toes, 
it always augments, more or lefs, to the ninth 
month, when it is about one foot two inches 
long. [ fig- I, 2, PL XIII. j It muH, 
neverthelefs, be acknowledged, that it is dif- 
ficult to aicertain the dlmenfions of thefe parts, 
fince a confiderable variation is found hi the 
meafures, according to the diverfity of fub- 
je6i:s* Children are bom from twelve to 
eighteen inches; and there has been an infant 
feen, who, on coming from the womb of its 
mother, weighed forty pounds *• 

All the time that the fetus remains in tbt 

matrice, it is encompalTed by two membranes, 

I 

♦ Di^hnnaire raifinnt d'Amtmi$% art. Ge- 
N£RATION« 

named 
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named the Chorion and the Amnion : [3, 3, 3, 3^ 
Pi. II. fig. I. a, 2, %y fig. t, PI. ibid. ] the 
laft contains the water in which the infant 
floats; anfl tbefe envelopes preferve it from 
exterior injaries, which are rendered ftill left 
fenfible by the farrounding water/ 

The lungs are not of the fmalleft ufe to 
the fetus ; we may prefume fo at leaft, fince 
the fetus does not refpire It receives nou- 
rishment from the mother by an eftablished 
circulation between the vefTels of the matrice 
and thofe which lead to the; umbilical firing, 
[ 8, 8, 8f PL XIV. ] by means of the pla* 
cerna. [ i, PJ. ibid. ] It is true, infants 
have been feen who were deftitute of this 
firing; but then it muft be granted, that the 
fetus was enabled to increafe and to obtain 
nourishment by a fpecies of imbibition, an 
abfbrption of humours, by means of the mul- 
tiplied pores of the skin. 

The infant, formed in the matrioe, is 
more Immediately fubmitted to the examination 
of Anatomifls : difaflers happen but too fre- 
quently to pregnant women, from which Art 
derives lights that ferve to the hiftory of the 
Y 4 fetus. 
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ifetm. It is by chefe means, that ntimeroitf 
obfervations have eftablkbed the particulars 
Which we have very fuccioftly ftated. 

Although we may fay that conception is 
the work of Nature, it has been feen, by wh^t 
we bare remarked, that it is alfo the work of 
men. Nature aftively tends to the repro- 
du&ion of beings; but she cannot operate ip 
feveral circumftances, of which we have al- 
ready ipoken. The infant in the matrice is 
Hill entrufied to Nature, who, neverthelefs, 
cannot deviate from her laws. When men en- 
dea\^our to abolish them. The air, the all- 
nents, the paffions, the manners, and prejii- 
dices, have all an influence on the infant con- 
fined in the womb^ of its mother. It comes 
from thence with difQcuky; when, more im- 
mediately expofed to exterior agents, it requires 
new folicitudes*— Nature is always at- 
tentive to him; while tbofe to whom be owes 
his exigence, either negleft him, or, by a mif- 
placed tendernefs, ' lavish on him that which 
operates to his difad vantage. A father and a 
mother have not, theuy difcbai^ed their entire 
dqty when they have fucceeded in the formation 
of a being: whife yet in the matrice^ it de- 
^. mands 
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mands the mod fcrupulous attentions; and as 
fooD as it is born, the authors of its exiftence 
ought to unite their efforts for afluring i(s bap- 
pineis. 

Thus has the Creator of all things efla- 
Wished Laws for the confervation of animals 
that inhabit our globe. We have fcen man 
pafs from infancy to puberty; and have re- 
marked that Nature, from that period, pre- 
pares in every individual the fecund germs 
that contribute to the propagation of the ipe- 
cies. In purfuing the individual through his 
different ages, we have conftantly been ena* 
bled to fee what Nature has accomplished for 
the purpofe of rendering him happy, if he 
does not violate the fimple laws which she has 
prefcribed him. But we. have alfo been ena- 
bled to remark, that thoTe who difregard thefe 
facred laws, under the fuppofition of in* 
creafing their happineis, become a prey to 
infirmities, the ordinary confequences of an 
abufe of pleafures. This prodigality of the 
powers of man gave us infinite concern^ as we 
placed before our eyes the miferable individuals 
who, in the prime of their days, prefent to 
death a countenance on which axe impiinced the 

charafters 



349 ON GtNEAATIOK. 

charaifter^ of impuilTant debauchery. From 
tbefe frightful phantoms, we have pafTed to 
the vigorous old men whoj having (pared their 
powers in an age that feems to diftate to the 
paifions) glide* flowly towards their tomb, with 
a ferene vilage, condu^d by Nature, and 
fmiling fliO at Love. From time to time« we 
have cafl: an eye on the felicity which refults 
frdm the union of the fexes> when it is ce» 
mented by .Religion and the Laws» We have 
feen what an influence this iacred union has 
had* on the morals of Citizens, and on the 
greatneis of States ; and how agreeable it is to 
Nature, whofe works announce, every, where, 
the fublimity of the duty which she impoCes on 
every individual, of perpetuating his exigence. 
In short, we have shewn, in this Work, the 
morality of Nature united to Reli^on, rela- 
tively to the propagation of the fpecies; and, 
if we prove ufeful, it will fufficiently re« 
compenfe our labours. 
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PLATE L - . 

THE figure reprefents the head and 
the ttunk of a Woman, where the four extre- 
mities are cut dofe to the principal articula- 
tions, and in whom the lowerbelly is open, for 
shewing the eflOmtial parts of generation, and 
others whidi have fome connerion there- 
with. 
I 1. The two rdns in their fitua^oo, with the veflfcla 

which enter there, and iffue from dience. 
2. The bladder reverfed on the fide, in order to leave 

the matrice viilUe in its fituation. 

3. Thp 
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3. The Matrice. 

4 4. The ovaries, and the fpermatic vcffels which 

bolder on thepi. 

5 5. The fpetimtic Veffids, before they are united 

fcr fonning the ipennacic conJon. 
^ The vulva, or orifice of the vagina. 

7. The trunk of the inferior aorta above its lafurca< 
tion. 

6. The trunk of the vetu cava. 

The details neceffary for obtaining a keow- 
ledge of thefe parts, and their, funftions, are 
given in Chapter Jtt of this Volume. 



PLATE IL 

The figures of this Plate shew the gradji. 
tions by which the Fetus paffes, when it is ia 
the matrice. 

FIGOaE I. 

An Embryo of three weeks or a month 
in its membranes, opened in four parts. We 
there fee the developement of the placenta 
and the umbilical- ftring, which leads to the 
navel of the fetus. 

I. The 



1. The Emteyo. ; 

2. The umbiBcal ftring^, . >» 
3^ '3> S^ 3- the membranes, opened in fout parts. * * 

FIGURE 2. 

I 

A Fetus from two to three months, in 
^art in its membranes, with its umbilicalftring. 
It is in the maft ordinarsf fituatjon which it 
holds in the membranes^ where i( floats in tiff 
water. 

I. The Fetus. 

a, 2, 4« The meml»anes. 

3. The umhilical ftring, whichproceedj to stttadiitfelf 

to the placenta. .r • 

FIGURE 3. 

Another fituatien which the fetus fome. 
limes takes, when it is in its membranes. ' 

For the details, fee Chapter VIII. of this 
Volume. 



PLATE Ifi. 

. We have shewn in this Plate C copied 
'T'- from 



I 



from the Works of Gtaaf ) the. pfinte parte 
of 1 girl newly born ; thofe of a girl i^ jean 
old; and the interior fira&ire of the di- 
toria. 

nGXJRR u 

It repft&Qts die private pftt of a duld 
newly bom» wUch la oiore vUlUe In the fol- 
lowing figures 

FIGURS t. 

The private part (tf a gjrl aged fix years. 

L Orifice of the vagina. 

St St e. Rugofides of the membnuo. 

3* Urinary Meatus. 

4t 4* The great lips. 

tr« The clitoris witib its uympk^. 

ncuRB $• 

The ditorist in which we have made fome 
indfionst that its fpou^ous fubftance might be 
perceived. 

tIGtJRE 



FIGURE 4. 

I. The clitoris. 

9. Its gland) with the nymphse revcrfed. 

3, S* Indfion by means of which the cellular and 
ipongious iubftance of that part is shewn. 

For the two firft figqre8> coafijlt Oiapter 
III. and particularly Chapter V. of the fecond 
Volume, which treats on Virginity. See^ for 
figures s & 4, Chq)Cec8 UL aad IV. of.tt^ 
fine Volume* 

PLATE IV. 

The parts rqirefented in this Plate aie, i. 
the exterior parts whicb difttnguisfa the Mmu 
a. the matrice with one of its trumpets; s. 
the ditoris diverily expofed. 

PIOURB i« 

1. The diilindive part of die Man. 

3. The prepuce. 

3,Theglani . , 

4 4* Tte faotum enveloping the tefticles. 

5. Line 
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5. Line called the R^ha, and which terminates at 
{he anus. 

FIGURE ft. 

I. The body of the matrice. 
s. Its neck, or external orifice. , 
3. One of the trumpets of Fallopius cut, in order to 
shew its cavitya 

FIGURE 3» 

1§. The clitoris with its prepuce. 
7. Its gland, with the plait that fimns the pre^ 
puce. 

. i FiGdats 4* 

It oflfiers thfe fame particulars as tl« pre- 
tsefing figure, and, caoreover, the joints 6£ 
4!he ditOri^ divided. 

See, for figure 1, Chapter XL of the fe- 
cond Vohime ; and, for the three otherf, 

Chapters lU. and I^. 

/■ 

PLATE V. 

This Plate shews the interior ftrufture of 
the Penis, with the Bladder, interiorly viewed. 

I X. Origin 



If m. 
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t t. Ori^n of tbe cavernous bodies, which^ uiuted# 
fonn the fpongious part of the penis. 

fu The Urethra. 

S s. Its fpcm^ous part* 

4* Tlie gland of the penis, or its extfemity. 

5 S S $• Gi"^^ number of veflels and naves which 

are diftributed at that part, 

6 6 6 6. Ibid. 

7. The anterior part of the bladder. 

8 8. The proftatx, or glandulous bodies. 

. 9^ The orifice of the gland. 

10. The bottom of the bladder. 

000 o. The skin which covers thje penis, and that 
forms the prepuce. 

^or the deibription and tbe ufe of thefe 
(wtS) fee Chapter II. of the fccond Volume: 

PLATE VI. 

In this Plate we shew the ramifications of 
the fpermatic veflels^ the track which they 
purfue for adminiftering to the teflides, and 
that which the feminal liquor is obliged to 
take for flowing into its refervoirs. 

Vol. uJ Z i x. TW 
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i i. Tfcc teftides flripped of the fcrotum. 
ft fl. The mufcles named Eredors. 

3 3. Divilions of the Ipermatic ahcries and veiiiSf 

detached from the large vefiels, for fii|)plyi0g 
the teftides. 

4 4* Their reunion, for commuiucatlng with the 

teftides by means of a memlnrane that envelopes 
them. 

5 5. Artery and veins of the pudenda. 

6 6. The fpermatic brandi before it reaches the tcf- 

ticle. 

f 7. The deferent canals, which condud the femiilal 
liquor of the teftides to the feminal vefides. 

8. The bladder, widi the veflels whidi are tho» 
diftributed. 

^OT the particular^ fee Chapter E of the 
fecond Volume* 



tLATE Vll. 

This Plate reprefents a portion of the 
defereiit veflel with the body of the tefticle, 
for giving an idea of the tracks which the 
feminal humour is obhged to purfue iti order 
to acquire ail its perfeftion. 

' -' I. Tlic 
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ii The body. of the teftide, on which we fee th^ 
TamificatiODS of die vafa preparaittia. 

s. The great lobe of the epidjdirnU. ^ 

S^ Seipentine border of the deferent vdTel. 

4 5* ibid. 

6. The deferent veflel divided, for shewing Its cavity^ 

In Chapter II. of the fecond Volumei th? 
fun6lions of the deferent conduit are delcribed^ 
and the manner in which the feed is there 
t>erfefted, 

PLATE VUL 

This Plate reprefenta the tefticfe of ia 
inimal prepared in fuch a manner, that we cap 
there difcover the tunides which envelope it 
and the fpermatic veflels/ 

I I. Tlie tunica vaginalis detached fiom Ae tef- 
tide. 
t. The great lobe of the epidydimis. 
3* The windinjg contours of the deferent canaL 
4* The canal divided at its extremity. 

5. The body of die tefticle fwdled by the femina} 

humour. 



300 ANATOMICAL DESCRIPTION 

I. The pcna. 

a. The mount of Venus. 

5 J. The great lips. 

4. The fork. 

5. Tbeperenssum^ 

6 tf. The nymfha;. 

7. The clUmu 

8. The urinary mtatuu 

9. The conduit of pudidty* 

• 0000. The glanduU myrtiformes. 

The ezpGcation will be found in Chapt^ 
IIL of the fecoQ4 Volume^ 



PLATE XII. 

This Plate reprefents the fetus encom- 
paiTed by its membranes, prepared in fuch a 
fnanner as to leave perceptible that which they 
contain. We Hk^wife rqppofe the matn^e 
open, and the trumpec of Faliopius fwelled by 
the preparation. 

f . The extremity of the trumpet of Faliopius, which 
penetrates iqto the matrice. 



OF THE PIATES, 361 

a & 3* That trumpet widening, in ptoporticn as it 
approaches its extremity. 

4. That pait of the trumpet which is called the 

morfus diaboli. 

5, 6, ^. The portions of the matrice and of the mem- 

branes which envelope the fetus with the pla* 
ceuta. 

8. The fetus ahready formed, with the (bring ftat 

Ipads to its ramifications in tlie placenta. 

For the ezplicatioos^ fee Chapter VIII* 
of this Volume. 



PLATE XIU. 

In this Plate we have reprefented two 
chfldren inclo|^4 in the matrice, and at the pe- 
riod of their birth. The matrices are open at 
their anterior part, for shewing every -thing 
which they contain. 

?IGURE I. 

X. Tlie neck or orifice of the matrice dilated for the 
paflage of the infant, wfaofe feet are prefented 
foremoft. 
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3« Hie placenta fiiftened to the bottcrm of die matticet 
and where it lofes the umbilical ftring. 

4. The OQtm&encement of the ftring at the naveL 

6. The borders or coats of the matrice. 

FIGURE d. 

». The orifice of the matrice. 

4. The placenta. 

5. The infant in an oppofite Attitude to the one pre* 

ceding. 

6. The edges of the matrice, in order to shew iis 

thicknefs. 

See Chapter VIII. of this VoloQe. 



PLATE XIV. • 

In this figure we have reprefegtecl three 
infants havhig one common placenta. They 
are fo diipofed, that we can obferve in one of 
them the manner in which the firing terminate! 
at the navel. 

I. The placenta, 

M'%^ Opening of the umbiUcal threads in the p)a- 
'i ' ' ' ' centa> 
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centa» and the manner In wMcb they are tlifero 
diftributed. 

39 39 3* The umbilical ftring* io quitting the plsH 
centa* 

4 4. Its infenion at the navel* 

jr» 79 ?• The teguments of the lowcr-belly opened 
for shewing the manner in which the umbilical 
veflTels penetrate into, its capacity. 

6 6. Interior ftrufture of the ftring. 

8 8 S* Its exterior ftru&ure. 

See alTo Chapter VIIL of this Volume. 



PLATE XV. 

This Plate lepreTents different defeda of 
confonnatioDf which have giveD caufe to a 
belief that there have been fome perfons in 
whom the two fexei were united; that is to 
iay, Hemiaphrodices. 

PIGURS I. 

It re|yKii»ta the firft fpedea of Herma^ 
phroctteay or fiich as were fo opnCdered by the 
Anqeota. - It is firiOly a man who has no 

deficiency 
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deficiency of the oataral parts peculiar to lus fei ; 
we iblely obferve a defeft of conformation) which 
shews a chink without depth, lituated between 
the tedides and the anus. 

riGDRB a. 

In this fpecies,^ the natural parts of the 
man are the fame as in the preceding figure. 
We alone obferve> that the tefticles, widen- 
ed on each fidcf alfb enable us to fee a 
chink or hoUow of the jjcrptum at the p^rt of 
the line called ra^pha. 

Nothing can prove more dearly the da- 
fire which the Andents had to difcover fin- 
gularities in things the nx^ fimple, than the 
errors into wlucb they were predpitated, by 
regarding as Hermaphrodites fudi perfons who 
were conformed as in the two preceding fi- 
gures. 

ttOURB 3. 

We &ei in this figMret the eiterior. con- 
fotmation of fame individuals wfao» from wok 
men> hav« been metamoiphofed ioifo men. 

^ ' It 
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It is etfy to perceive^ by what has been lai4 
on this fubjeft) that there is nothing contrary 
to the laws of Nature in tbefe changes^ when 
4iveited of the miracles by which they ar^ 
generally acconipanie4t 

See Chapter IV. of the fecohd Volume^ 
for other particulars relating to Hermaphrp- 
dites. 



FIGURB 4« 

This figure reprefents the private piirts 
of thofe women who were known in Greece 
under the name of TriiadeSj and in whom 
they perlifted to take the exceiCvely long eU* 
forts for the di(tin6tive part of the man. 

See Chapters III* and IV. of the fecond 
Volume. 

nouRB 5. 

We muft place this (pedes of ,'conforott- 
(ion with the preceding. It differs from it 
no otherwife than in that which the cUiorifj by its 
bignefsi may oppofe to the approaches of the 

man> 
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/ 

tnan, and thus render copulaticm nearly im* 
pofRble. It was in this cafe that the Ancients 
confidered tbe two fezes as united in an indi* 
viduil, without being able to derive advantage 
from dther. 

See the fame Chaptert to whicti wo hav^ 
referred in the preceding fig»rc. 
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THE MATTERS 

conAxmiD 
IN THIS WORK 



A. 

ABELONIANS, (iireiicsj; their Surdities 
cancenung Marriage, Vol. L page 7). 

Abuamcouht, C^'>> Us trai^tioQ of Lucian ci»|» 

L 2K>2. 

Abstinence; that of tbe conjugal 9& Is oeceflaiy, 
during fome timet for fertilifing pleafuissi j, 373. 

ACKM9 reooQunendod as capable of lepreffing the vId- 
lence of cantharides, i. 149. 

Acts of Ufsal, citedi^ I U4« 

Aetius; 



^6^ AijmMEritkL ^avul. 

ABTtus; what he fays of the virtue^ of mints i) 94 i 
his advice, in order to extinguish the fire of love, 
99; has tieatod on the confequences of debau* 
chery, ii. 13. 

Affion; what it is, and the view witn which the 
Chinefe make ufe of it, i. 190. 

Agnus Castus, employed in the Convents, and why, 
u 77; owes its reputation to the ufe which the 
Ancients made of it, 82; abfurdities of Amauld 
de Villeneuve, 83. and that which M. Cfaomel 
feys of it, 84. ^ 

Agricx}La; what be fays of the hart's teeth, i, jgi. 

Agynians, (^heretics y^ their ideas (tf marriage^ i 73, 

Air; its neceffity for the fupport of our exiftence, !• 
41, &c. Mercuriar>s advice to men of an 
amorous complexion, 99. Mbibhion's opinion on 
the fubjea, ihid. ObfiSrvations of Hippocrates 
on its influences, with relation to &cundity,'33a, 
&c: ItsefFeftsonthebody,li.}a9, &ci 

Albert the Great, dted 6n borat, i. 140. 

AtcHYMiSTS, tlieif empiridfm with tdpG& ki the 
potable gold, i. 195. 

Alcmjeon ; his opinion on fh£ femin^l liquor,' ii. 

Alcarotti^ < le Comte) ; cited on the cuftom^ 6f die 
RuiHans, i. 321. 

Alldamons; they offer their young wobefi to the 

Biuropeans, i. 454. 

Alpin> 
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Amk^ (Frofper)} dted da the virtues of cofiee, L 

ALVARB89 (Father), cited with refpe&tothe cuftoms 
of die Abyffinians, ii. 85. 

Amasis; his impuiflance, i. ^i^. 

Amatis Lusitanus» cited on fafiron, i. 165. 

Ambergris; obfervations on its virtues in love, i. 
188. How fiff we may place dependance on it^ 
xSp. In what quantity it may be given, 310. 
The dofe fixed by Lemeri, 3 j i ; by M« Macquer, 
etc 315. 

Americans, have no interoourfe with women, fxoin 

the' moment they are fuppofed to be pregnant, i. 

303- 
— ^— — ^ ; the means which they employ for aiig- 

fflenting the iize of the man's difiinttve part, 

i. sotf* 

America Vespusius^ cited^ i. 305. 
Amputation •/ tht teftkles^ obfervations on thatfub- 
jed, il. 154. 

Analogy, obferved by Hippocrates between men and 
the country which they inhabit, i, 350. 

Ancients; the many fables circulated by them, ob 
the means of extingi isliing and re-animating the 
fire of Love, i. 94. Abfurdities and contradi&ion^ 
which we find in their writings, and even in 
thofe of fomc modem authors, 98, &c. That 

' which 



/ 
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wUcb tbey bave llttd of ^e qualfties of Uc ha^ 
ijf. ' Senile cuftoms of the AncientS9.widi relat- 
tioD to decency, 265. 

ANCILL0N9 ( David) ;. his Treadfe oq Eunuchs cited, 
h 73^ 74* Singular anecdote* extraded from 
the fame Work, ii 79- His obfervations on the 
conduft of Origin, ii. 154. 

Anderson; his Hiflory of Greenland cited," i. 393, 
43J- 

Andri; cited on the virtues of cofiee, L 294. 

Androphilus ; of the plant which b^ fent to An* 
tiodius, j. is8. 

Anccdotjss of McDiaNCs cited^ i. 63, 104, 193^ 

^J5.— ii. 6» 35» ao8, 2J4, 180. 

Animalcules of die Seed ; fee Seminal Liquor* 

ANopvNEf ; bad eSeOs whidi tbey may po)duce» 

when abufed, i. 81. 

Anh-A^hrodisuics; what has bceii undetiiood by 
thefe fubftances, L 77, &c. Fables drculaied 
by the ancients, with regard to this fuhjeft, 94* 
Their contradiftions,' ibid. Opinion of Phy- 
ficians of die prefent time on anti^phrodiGacs, 
114. See Love,' Agnus-Castus, Coffee, 
Camphor, &c. &c. 

Aphrodisiacs ; what they are, i. 117. No teliauce 
to be placed on their effefts, 118, &c* Their 
operation, ii. 26. For the confequences which 
tave followed the ufe of thefe remedies, fee 

Love; 



J.ovr; Ambea; Arach; Ostrich j Betei.j 
Borax; Quails;. CanthArides; the Hart; 
Skirretroot ; Cynosorchis; Castigation^ 
&c. &c. 

Ans, an Egjprian idol; indecent homage rendered 
him by the womai of Egypt, ii. 84. 

Apothecaries; in France^ forbidden to fdlcand^ 
lides generally, i. 144. 

Arabians; the>' have introduced camphor in mo> 
dicinc, i. 91. Ufc which they make of the 
land-CToCodilc, 124. *i heir marriageF* 448. 

Arach; the \ic\vs with which feveral nations em* 
ploy ir, i. 186, 187. 

Arei ED5, was the firft who applied cantharides to the 
hcsd, as a vcdratorjs i. 147* His defcription 
of the mifchiefs pnxluced by venereal excelToSt 
ii. ix What this ancient phyfician fays of Ma* 
niacsy ii. 149. 

Argens, ( k Marquii d^^i tited on Ocellus Ludmus, 

i- 55- 
Aristotle ; what lie fays of mint, i. 93. And of the 

generaiivc virtue of fait, 107. Cited on borakt 

14a His opinion of the feminal liquor, ii. ai6» 

liis fyflcm on generation, ii. 298. 

Arnauld dk ViLi.£NFi:vE» dted on mint, i. 93. 

liis reveries on the ap^us caflus 83* . Recon* 

mends j^'ors i%ho i^ould live chaftely, tu cau* 

teriie thcmfclves> icp. lo walk oa iheir na« 

Vol. It A a m 
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ked feet; to caffigate tliemlelveB^violeady; to 
•^ take emetics, &c &c. iWi. 
ArRacan; the meu of thait kii^don hire ftrangers to 

deflower their young brides, i. 4y9» 

'Arwt, ifllied by a Queen of Arragoiw in conft- 
quence of a Angular complaint made by a mar- 
' lied wom»i f^ainft her husband, iL '34. 
Asia; what Hippoaates fays of its produQioDSj L 

^AsTjiuc, (M.) cited on the prctendM difcdverics 
of Dalemiiazius, iL M4. Expofition rf his 
fyftein ioii generation, ii. 307. He refteri on 4e 
obfervations of Harvey andCrarden, 3io,3lu 

f ' Objedions which may be made to this fyftem, 
3x193^^9 Sec. 

Attitudes j tho(e invented by debauchery^ in die 
- union of the fexcs, capable of oppofing gener- 
ation, i. 196. Inconveniences which may fUr- 

, - . tber refult fiom thence, 297. Venette cited ija 
this fubjeft, 298. Obfervation, ^traded fix)m 
. Tiffot's Onanifm, Hid. 

.AtJBiGKE, (iJ*); citadon the membrane of die hymen, 

ii.Si* 
Augustus; the manner hi which he encouraged 
- :marriagc i. 395, 

Augustine, (5Ir.) ; what he fays of pleafiues, i. 
' 64. Cited on the Abelonians, 74, Tormented 
during fleep by voluptuous ideas, 77. His ac- 
count 
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MttQt of a finguKir ccrcniony wlijch had pla» 
during the pr^'C^flions of the Greeks, ii. 49, 
Speaks of a giil ivbu was changed un)> a man, iL 
X63. 

AuREUANUff (Cort'ius), named thofe women Trh 
hades who abufc their c/Uon's^H pj;. 

AviC£NNA, cited on the \ irtucs of mint, i. 94. Hll 
advice for ilKUJrg iovc, 99. Cited on bo* 
P9(, 14a llu l)t\cm on guieraiii^nt ii. £99^ 



BAeoM^ (^Lord Chanalhry^ his enthufiafm fbrnirro^ 
u 102. Accuted of maoic by the women, 104«' 
What he aJvances with regard to faffiont 103# 
And women, 41a. 

Baguvi ; cited on the ufe of ccfTce, i. 294. 

Bauj^et; his hi (lory of children wIk) became celo* 
braced, ii. 139. 

Ballexsero, (il/Oi In? proofs of tlic c'cgeoeration 
of the human iJKcies, i. xvii. &c. Cited on th9 
uleof baths, i. 318. 

$ALZAc; what he faid of women who have a me* 
lancholic temper anici t, i. 4^ 

Baths ; they are lllu ary to the Turkp, i- fj. 

Utility of cold- bath ^ to foitit'y the Ixxly, asf. 

Suength which the Ivoman^ derived firum tbem» 

A a si Aas, 
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MS. The pric^ which &at people pad for the 
h^berty of bathing, ibid. Recommeiided againft 
fteriUty, 313. Ufa which the female Turks 
make of them, 314. Inconveniences which re- 
fult ftom the abufe of bathing in Turkey, ihld. 
Good efiefts produced by their ufc, 315. Warm 
baths are frequently dangerous, 318. Baths in 
ufc among the Ruffians, si6. Vigour whidi 
it procures the common people of that countiyf 
319. It there deftroys the health of perfbns of 
U^ rank, 3SI, &c. 
BaAOn, CM.)» ^^ ^ prq)aratioos of lead for inter- 
nal ufe, i. 116. On borax, i4i» On the afiioo 
of opium, 174. On the potable goU rf Madam 
Grimaldi, 195. 
, Bamus, (^M. dc la'); obfervation of this phyfidan 
on the mfluence which the temperament of pa- 
rent3 may have on children, i. 47. 

Ba&tholinus; cited on camphor, i. 90. Reme- 
dies which he prefcribes againft the eflfed of can- 
tharides, 149. Obfervations on the con/equcnces 
of venereal excefs, iL 18. On the cUtoris of a 
<:ourteian, iL 9t. His opimon on the hymen* 
ii. i8a. 18$. 

Bauhinius ; cited on the ligns of viig^iity, ii. 182. 

Baux, cm.); obfervation of this PhyCcian on a girl 
"who was deftirute of the marks of her fex,ii. io8» 

Bavle; cited on the adventure of Combabus, i. 

74- 
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74. Has obferved the efiefts of marriage on tUe 
voice^ii. 29. ;. 

Beau, (il/. /i); cited 00 a man who had twenty* 
one wives lUcceffivdy, i. Mg. 

Beausobre, C^O) ^hat he lays of population in 
England, Holland^ and Pruflia, i, 400. 

Beauty; it fermerly raifed women to the rank of 
Queens, 6cc. in France and Rufiia, i. 4^7. 

Behr, (MO; obfervation, communicated by this 
Phyfician, on the aflonisliing vigour of an old 
man, ii. 35. 

BELET9 Cy^n'); a Ongulsff cuftom related by this 
author, u 411. 

BelhuiG)* (M«); dted on generation^ ii-soi. 

Beluimna; this dangerous plant ought not to be 
internally employed* L 81. 

Bellonius ; cited on opium, i. igg. " 

Betel J the views in which it is anployed by Ibme 
people, L 186. Confcquences which refult 6obx 
its ule among the Siamefet 187. 

BiBuoTiiEQUE DE Medecine ; obfovations ex- 
traded from tlus coUedUon: on a lingular am* 
formation, ii. 62. On an imperfimted woman* 
ii. 98. On children who are pubefcent at an 
c^ly^e^iL 135. 

^NvaLfi, (^M. i/e); his tceaufe on the fisrft 
uterinuf^ dted* i. xxii. Obfervations atrafied 
i^m this Work, i. 68, &9.— ii. €. 

A a S Bnjous; 
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Bleeping; recommended by the anciAits, for com- 
bating the. amorous dcfii'cs; i.:99« Salurary in 
one kind of impuiflance, 917. Corpuleiu wo- 
men orglit to u e it /paringly, 3:9. Confe- 
quenccs vAnch f Ilowed bleeding in a man who, 
immediatcJy af crwardsj would embnice liis wife, 
ii. 19. 

Bo£CLER ; cited on the effefts of coffee, i. 194. 

Bo£RHAAV£ ; undcf what circamftances he recom- 
mends the' root of skirret, i, ia6. His pre- 
. . fcriprion ngainft the aftion of cantharides, I48. 
What he lays of faflron, 1(^3. ^Tlie drcum- 
(lances in which he recommends iSpa-water and 
milk, 225. Cited on the conTumption which 

•. follows dchauchery, ii. ijj, jfi. ; On the hy- 
drophobic \irus, if. i?5. Js of Galen's opinion, 
as to the cyiufc of ilie mcnftmal flux, ii. 258. 
His fyftem cjj generation, ii. sia 

Bqvle; his obfervation of a lingular eSeft wluch 
CDfiec operated, i. 293. His opinion of nitre, 
102. 

.fioiLKAu; Jiis verfe on the Congrefs, i. 247. 

boiLEAt;, (P Abbd); his hiftoryof the Flagellants 

i..; . cited, i. ao8, 

BoMARE, (M. de); what hefiys of amber, i. ^m. 

^BSoHNET, CM.); his ideas of the paflSons, i. (Sa 

Cited on miaofcopic obfcrvations, n. 049. His 

modcftyt 



modefty^ ii. 2891 His obje^ions to ftL de 
Buffbn's fyftem oa generation, ii, ^g. His 
own expofition, in which he admits the prcj. 
exiftent germs, ii. 331. ' ' " 

Bono ; cited on the feminol liquor, ii. aa6. ^ 

BoNTiusi has written elogics on faffron, i. 163.^: 

Borax ; Venet^e's opinion of it, L 1^7* There; 
is no certainty as to its origin, 138. Wlia^ 
Mercurial fays of it, ibid. The Dutch do not' 
folely poffefs the feaci; of purifying it, '139. 
Authors who have fpoken of it, and theirxoa- 
tradi£tions, 140. Conjectures of the Author, on 
the reputation which the borax has enjoyed, ibid. 
What ought to be thought of its virtues for ex- 
citing to Love, 141. 

JBomucHiusi Angular anecdote related by him, of 
the finell which .a inonkey .poiTefTod^ ii. ix u 

BpBsu, C^^' l^s account of the Savages of 
Louifiana^ with reg^ to mazriage, i. 454^' 45S* 

Botanists; the number of fpecies of fatyrion which 
they diftinguish, i. 1^7. Thoie pecommeuded 
by than as^ftimulants to love, 199. They do 
not agree on- the aphiodifiac plants, 133. 

5ouDOT, Cm,); imagines that the hydrophobic virus 
operates only to the injury of the nerves, ii. tg. 

B0UCAINVU.LE, CM.); his account of the womea 

of certain Savages whom he law in his voyage 

A a 4 ^^ 
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found the world, i. /\6s» His defbiption of the 
jfland of Ouhcite, 471, &c. 

BoORDEUN, C^)i ^provesof the ufe of coffee, L 
194. 

BxAMiNs; tfadr irruption into the kingdom of Siam« 
.L 383, «^c. 

BucKARiANs; their marriages^ i. 43($. 

BuFPONf (M. de) ; what he fays of the lion's flesh, 
i. 151. Refutes fome pretended virtues of the 
oftrich and qusdl, &r exciting men to love, iji. 
His obfefvations on the Congrefs, 258. Cited 

l\ on a cuftom eftablished at Madagafcar, 459. On- 
the privilege of women in the I^ngdom of C6ngo» 
469. On the (igns of puberty, ii. 116. On 
drcumdfion, 171. On the Nymphotomia prac- 
Hied in fome dimates, 90. On a deftd of coo* 
fbrmatwi in the Hottentot women, 106. ' The 
impoffibility of being able to depend on any par* 
ticular figns of virginity, 178^ 179, &c. Denies 
the cxiftcnce of the hymen, 186. His ideas oq 
infinity^ 233. His calculations on the muldplica* 
tion of plant^ and animals, 334. His fyfiem on 
generation, 345, 315, &c. l^iabie to otgfedioRS, 
245. &c. Thofe of HaUer, si8- &c. Thofp 
of M. Bonnet, 329, &c. The beauty of M. 
Buflfbn*s fyftem, 33a, 333, Wrongfully acculed 
of haviiig boRowed his iyftem fiom the andeotSt 
383- ' '• '' ' 
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Caucut; Xhe King of this country caufes his bride 
to be deflowered before he admits her to the nap* 
tial bed, i. 460. Privilege enjoyed by the wives 
of the nobles, 469* * 

Camphor; wh^it it is, i. 90. Its virtues ipoken of 
by the Ancients, ibi4. The aedit which ought 
to be gi\ en to its eiTcdU, for extinguishing excite- 
ments to love, 91. Pliyficians who have em** 
ployed ity Jbid. &c. Has been uied with fuc* 
cefs as a remedy for ilie plague, 93. }s pie- 
judicial for literary men, and women of delicate 
couftitutions, iUd, /i fpecific for the aAion of 
cantbaridesy ijo. 

CAMusy CM. le); dted on tlie hydrophobic vims, li. 
24. His opinion on the feminal liquor^ si7« 
His fyftem on generation^ 313. 

Caktharides; are by no means aphrodiiiacs, L 143. 

They attack the bladder, Hid. Venette^s ob« 

fervations on them, ibid. Mis&rtunes which 

4heir ufe has cauied to fe\'eral perfbns, ibid. &c. 

Ob&rvatioos cxtrafted from Ambrofe Par^,.i45« 

From the German Ephemerifest itid. From 

Wedelius, ibid. From the Medical Di£dobary^ 

J4S. Obfervations of M. de Sauvages on the 

adioo of cantharideSf 14& Methods-itcom- 

mended by the moft cel<d)r«ted Phylidaii8» finr 

ranedyipg dtt accidents which tliey occafion, 

149.&C* 

Caf* 



Cafpxvaccws ; obiervation of tliis audior on tbe 

good eSe&s of milk, i. 226. Cited on the 

. . hymen, ii. 183. , ^ • • : - - • i 

Gabedan; lus^credi|}ityisistodicvkt»es.of dieliart*s 

Casserius; dted on the hymn, <fii 18^ 
te^hwATioN; itcomniadd^- by i\rDaurd' 3e VH- 
♦• kneuve' «nd <3ordon to-thdfe of ah amorous 

- coi^>lexion, in order to cahn thdt psffions, i. 99, 
loo, Emplo^'ed by^ Tai^eriaiiey for exciting 
himfelf to debaUctery^ ^cn. And the phiioib- 
pherPer^rimis, Hid. Piohihitedby teKgron in 
theft cafes, ^osl, The drcumftancOB in which 

- ' it^ay be adopted, ibid. ' Gbfcryation^ on the 
* effeds produced by caftigation,- floa, 203. The 

JiiRory of the FlagcaUants, ^a by the Abbd. 
,\ ^eau, ctted,..^^* 
Castration; fepMynLATiON. 
Catullus; vecfe of jthis poet cited» iL 208. 

Cavernous Boite&; their defoiptioD, ii. S^ 53* 
Celibacy; refleftions^ on the tnan who leads a-life of 
' celibacy, i. 54. Not adhptdi for thdfe of 
* plethoric, bilious, and melanchdlfc temperaments, 
55. Rather congenial to phl^atic men, 52, 
" ti88, Acdd^t^ to which fyat perlons are ex- 
pofed, wTio Hvein a^flafc of cdibacy,-63; 65, 
-6(S, 67^ &c. Reafons why it Is not fuitable to 

- • ftfagiftrates, 413. -And to literary -men, 414, 
'^ 416. . -The^^ansitgartl cdibacy as an^ unna- 

'tural 
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tral (late, 441, Ilcld in dircftccm alfo bj' tte 
pcoi>U, under ihc donaiiion of ihc Emperor oif 
Morucco, 4 .6, 'And l:y ilic Chirdc, 46a. Celi- 
bacy lickl in dilcftccni by ilic liliiiois Savages, 
457, &c. See 'J*E^'PtRAVK^ r. 

CtLM's ; has rpa*cd c f tlic diTei cs produced by de- 
" b'aucl.crj-, ii. ' 3. IVi^ dc^cripii )n of the method 
adt'ptcd by c'xj arcknis, fcr pttcccding to irifibu- 
htion, ifs. 

Cesar ; ^hc marpc^r in Which he encouraged mar- 
riages, i. 394. 

Cha-Glhan, (the Emperor); .hisfajc, after endea- 
vouring to rcalile voluptuoulh.cf^ in old age, i* 
lao. * ' 

Chambre, (M. de la); cited cmiitre, i. foi.' 

Champignon* Venomocs ; fc^ MucHo.*Meius« 

-CuAPPfit CM*^Abb^); what be fays of fcaftiga- 
tioDff*. i* lOj. Cited on the Ruffian baths, 31& 
On their marriages* 467. His obferv;itfons on 
tlie debauchery uC young perfons in Ruffia, iL 
131. And on the ceremonies which are' jcMerved 
there fur being afTured^of the virginity of^ 
newly-married woman,. 194, 

Charas, (M J; cited on opium, i. 173. 

CuAiMJEVvaii his remarks on the inhabtants of Pih 
raguay, i. 381. Of Seipeois wbidi ^urfue 
young women in t|iat couBtry, &t the puipoCb 
44 violating ibeoH igi. 

CfiA&ll 
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Charm ron tyiji^g TiiB' CodPizcz; it is an im* 
pofturc, i. 23/. Why thefe charm f are more 
common in country places than elfewhere, 238. 

Chesnau ; dbfervation of this phyfician on the exceft 
of a new-married couple, i. 18. ' 

Cri£YN£; his enthufiafm for millc, i. £t3($, &c» Is 
a^unft the ufc of cofiee, 194. 

CmLDREN^lLLEGiTiMATE-.theideawhichis conceived 
of them in Society, i. 387. Some children in 
whom die phyfical faculties have been very pre- 
cocious, ii. 133. Curious of^fervations on this 
fubjeft, i*/V. 134, &c. 

Chingulans; their marriages, i« 468J 

Chinese; the views in wliich they employ opium, 
i. 89. The ufe which thefe people make of 
falep, 130. Sentiment of the Author on the 
efieds which opium t)toduoe5 on t£te Cfainefe of 
BaOKvia, 190, 191. Their marri^e ceremonies, 
46K They coutrafi: marriages for their chil* 
dren, while in the womb of their motheis, 463« 
- And miarry dead perfbns, ibid. 

CnmiGANs; the reafon ^hy they inter their children 
in the public roads, u 454. 

Chocolate; xecommended againft fleriHty, i. 289. 
i Its efFeds, ftid. Ohfirvation extraded fix>ii 
--^ Lemeri, a9ow 

CiioMEE, (MO; Reftor of St, Vmcent de Lion; 
his ccedulity reipedttng the virtue attributed to 
! ' ^inuf'Cafiiis^ L 84. 

ClbiOMEI^ 
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CHOMEt, CM- ); Kin^s phyfician ; ' his xcfiita- 
ti(Mi of the Reftor of Lyons, on agnus- caftus^ 
u 84, 8j. Denied the s^hnxliliac virtue afcrihed 
to orchis, 13«. His opinion of the clcftuary of 
fatyrion, ibid. 
Christuns op St. John J fee Sabiani. 
Chrysocolla} feeBoEAX. 
Chymistry; does not fimiish aids for extinguishing 
die tempetament, L ^l. Nor for rcftoring 
Ihength, when it has been enfeebled by debau- 
chery, 194, 195. 
Circassians; their beauty, i. 443* Their wicked 
and cruel nature, 444- Their marriages, 44^^. 
CiRCUMtisiON ; the neccflity of it in certaia climates, 
ii. nu &c* Explanation of the drcumdfion 
of girls* ibid. On the circmndfion of thejews, 
the Turks, the Perfians, &c. 173. 
Circulation; diminished by die power of narcotics, 

!• 80. 
Cleopatra; her impudicity, ii* 43- 
Clerc, (MO; Ws obfervations on bilious tempera- 
ments, X* yS* On mdandiollc temperaments, 45. 
On phlegmatic ten^)eraments, with relation to 
love, 5t. On the conftitution of the Ruffians, 
78, Cited on the choice of fpoules, 177* On 
baths, 316. On thofe cf Ruffia, 319. On. 
diymical operations, I97< 

Climate; what Hippocrates fays of it, with relation 

to 
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to ilie Vigour of men, i. 330, flftc. It ac e c I cn W i 
or retards puberty* 449, 

CuTouis ; vs compofirion, ii. 91. h the Teat of vo* 
luptuoulncfs in women, lbi:L Abafe to which 
tliey have convcrtcJ it; an J »hc ob'VN'auons 
made, in conflqucncc, b}' AT. TifToty Platit), Bar- 
tbciimis, Tulpiu>v Juiwali Luckily Cceliui 
AuTeljami?4 and Vcm^i^ 95, 93- This part nuqr 
he amputated) 93« It is even au ad of rcligioQ 
among certain people) ibiJ. Enor into whicb 
the Abcienis fdl, with rcfpcft ta its cj^ccffive 
largencfi^ 94- 

pvyTAikzi took fer wivct two filters at one time^ 
i. '427. 

CocKBUAv ; obfeiVa Jon <^ this phyfidan aa z Gsh 
gulorcafe of HUpuifTance i. 216^ ^^7* 

CoD-WKCE ; means of tying it, U an impofture, t37. 
Pretenders of this defcription are more coBimoa 
in the country than in other pkccs, 138, 

CoEUijs Rhooicivus ; citetl on ihe elllds which 
calligarions pniduce, 1. cOs. 

CofFfiE ; b^d cflefts which feme Phyficians pretend 
i: may produce, i. ^^91. AnccJore relating to it, 
pubIi>beJ by M. Hccqucr. C92. Another by 
StenzJ, 291. hs grnxi efK*ft.s, 294. Recom- 
mended to literary men, tbi/. Ufc which is 
made of it by the Tuiks, ibid. Cafe in which 
per f (ins ought to be very ciicumfpcd in ufing itf 

Cot 



cCoShmJ VtexAks, CM.N; cittii on the prii^rm of 
hydiopfaohic padehts, ik A5< ^ •> ^ 

Collection AcaHAUK^ ; <^e(} oa s d^^ 
knowa m ^olaod under^e qaiBit,of /^,/u<.^. 
Oa J9n^ anecdote, adLq9wl9d|Kf(l. to be ,ypid of 
truth, iM* On the fnvtion of t)ie mepftrual 
flu^.. Ij5« On. tbe pufaaty of a cbijdft i^iV. 
. ^ . On a Monk, ^»bo could diftipguish virgtfis by 
^ his fenl^ o(. fmellt die. On animalcutefi of the 
feed,. siaSf ^. On.the^fmous Englisbman, 
Thomas Parr, 1253. 

Columbus ». gited pn the bymcm iij 1S3. > 

vGOMBABUS, made Umfdf/an eumicb, i. 74. ^ Com* 
fortci by his friends, who foUdwed bis example, 

• Congo; cuftons which ane diere obierved in the 
GeroDoai^ of marriage, i. 469. 

OoMOitESs; what it was, 1. ^47^ Ih' what cafe it was 
commanded, 949* Conje&ures ou its origin, 350. 
Obfervations of Par(S and Venette on this inftitn- 
tion, iiid* Narrative of the drannftance n> 
lating to the Marquis of Langey, 251, &c. &c« 
The time in wliich die Congrefs was abolished, 
atfi. Motives that led to its abohtion, ibfd. 
Anne Robert, dtcd on this fubjeft, 257. Juf- 
tioian cated» 256* Moncefquieu, ibid. Tor 
gcreau, Pcleus, and Hotman, 257.^ Bufibn, 158. 

CoNsuiipxion; .tliat wliich is produced by the abufe 
. .of plcafurcs, ii. 11. The obfavations of l-jijix)* 

aates 



crates on ic^ lUd.. and 13. AedM% Vwmtmi 
Galen^ M. Tiffott &c. iHi. &c« 

CONSTITUTION) fee TBMnRAMBNY. 

Convents i the methods {^radifed in thofe edifices 
tar reftrainiflg the defires, i. 59. jfgitMs-caftus 
inudlely employed fbr that purpo/e, 8^2, 8j* The 
merhocls which oug^t to be t>urrucd 10 Cohveots, 

■" $9. An obfervation made by the Author in a 
Convent, with telatioh to the firft appearance of 
the menftnial difcbarge in a yonng wonitani iL 
387. 

CosTE, CM J J what he fays of men who are *> 
tacked with die gout, anJ who tefigp diemfdw 
to the pleafures of love, ii. si^ sl2. * 

Corpulence ; oppofes fecundity when it is ezcefliveb 
i* ^959 3o8. Advice relating to this fubjc&f 30;^ 

Council; that of Nice, excluded eunuchs ftom the 
lacerdotal office^ i. 7a. That of Rfadms, ex- 
communicated the married eccleliaftics, L 4io» 

Country; the melancholic temperament rarely found 
there, i. 41. 

CRocor>iLE> (Land); fee Sqmc-Marinx. 

Crucius; cited on the aftoAishing vigour of a maOy 
ii. j,8. 

Cynosokchis; fables which the ancients have twittcn 
on this plant, i. 96/ 

CY^KiANUSi obfervatiua of this Author, which de- 

ftzoyf 



' AURABEtlCAL TABLE. S^ 

Ihoys flie fyftem of Hippocrates on generationj 

CvxHiREAy C^V^^>; fee Otmieitb. 
Czars; their cuftom of dmfing an Emprefs among 
tiie moft beaptiful women of the Empire) i, 4S7. 



D. 

Dancwg ; its falutary efleds^ when pradifed by 
"certain perfons, i. 359* 

Oartos; defcription of. this part« and its ufi^ ii. 6St 

Deciskins 09 MibwiVES^' thofe which concern die 
virtRc of giris are replete with abfurdkies, ii. 203. 

DEFtORATiON; the Divinities who preflded over it 
among the Romans, ii. ftii. An abomiiiftlile 
cuftom praaifed by dieft people^ i8r. . Signs 
which have been confidered as certain of a gcl^s 
defloration^ £04, &c. Knowledge which was 
attributed to Democritus, of difcovering the dc- 
floration of a gjrl by looking at her, aio. £x« 
ccllence of a Monica's finell, who by that means 
dlfcemed the fame thing, ibij^' 

Delobel; cited on borax, i. 138. 

Democrixus; could dillinguish virgbs, it has been 
faid» by obferviog their eyes> ii. aio. 

Desaguiixiers, (M.p; cited on the efiefts of air 
on the human body, i. 4a. 

Vol; IL B b DEfESSARTs; 
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DBSESSAiBLrs, (M.); cited on the phyficaledocid* 

of children, L 324, 
DicnoNNAUtE de CmRURGiB; dtcd oh die open- 

tion of the Nyn^hofiyBUSy & 91. 
^ ■ >■ deChymibi dted on to cfeds of 

amber, i. 313* 
_ DE MEDEaNE; dted on the eScfts of 



anodynes, i. 8t, On cantharides, 146. On 
faflfiron, 165. Qn opium, 1.79. On coffee, ayj* 
-' ' On amber, "312. Onmfanity* and its caufes, 
11.747^ Oninfiburation,i74. Oil the amputation 
' rfthc penii5,'t59. Onihecxifteflcdof thchy- 
sicn^ iBSi, Qn ihe animalculel^oftlielemffial 
U<|uof!» 325. On the ptdloogi&A of the u& 
of phyfical love, 354. 

^„ -r* DEf AsmAXJx; deed on tjie ufe wfaidi 

' : has been ftiade of libn*s flesh, i. i5t^ 

i>k Sante; an error wWdi we find in 



this Worki at 4e artidc SteriHij^ i 310^ &c 
fiNcycLOPEWQUE, dtcd oh the here. 



tical Abfiihens^ i. 73. On tlie fingular cufioms 
of the Abelonians, 74. On the ablutions in ufe 
among the Turks, 315. 
tUisoNNE l>: Anatomie et Physiologie; dted on 
tiie double penis, ii. 6a. On a prl whofe hrcafts 
were formed fii her fecond i^ar, 129. On the 
pretended obfervations of Daiempazjus, nan. On 
the fpermatic animals, 206. On the devclope- 

snents of the fetus, 344. _ 

Diet; 
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Diix; tbat which unmarried perfbns ought to avoid) 
i. no, 113. SeeBxGiMEN. 

thonYf O^ Baron ) ; hia enthuIUifni fi>r nitre, {. roa, 

DiONYaiui; dtmenfioDs which he gives to the part 
that diftlnguiahes the man^ ii» 56. His Anatomy 
dted oil the penil, 8tf. Denies ^ exiflence of 
the hymeo, 183, 184. His o{»nion ou the marks 
of pucdag^ i88. 

bioscoKiDBS; what he fays of#e agnms^Mfiut^ i.83f 
Of loint, 94* Of the fcinc-marine, 195. Cited 
on boraxi 140. On faffion, itfs* See Mat- 

THIOliE. 

bissEMiNATioN ; what it is» ii« 043. ObjeOaons 
which may be made to this hypothefisy 044* 

i)it£AMa; narcotic^ procure terrific dreams* LSod' 
Vary according to the temperament, 184. 

DkuDEssEs; the drcumftanoes in which diey facri*' 
ficed to love, i. 450. 

DuniESia; cited on the marrisfge of literary men, L 
414, 

Duplex, (^Sciphny^ dted on the Gauls, !• ^70, 318. 

Duval; his fingular treatiie on Hermaphrodites, d* 
ted on the metamo4i>ofes of women into men, iL 
163. Oblcrvations on the figns of pucekge, 
193. Cited on the names given to the private 
parts of women, 95. 

Duvbrney; his opinion on the caufe of the 

ftrual flux, ii. 358. 

Bba 
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'feccLESiAsrics; ibid to new fpoufes the liberty of 
' fleeping together, i. 407, Galixtus H. exconl- 
niLnicated thofe of the clergy who were married, 
410. They ought not to have interfered in the 
decifiot) of caufes relating to impuiflancei a6u 
Archbishop Hiucmar's opinfan m the fubjed, 

' EoiNBUiiOB Medical Essays;' cited, u ^15. 

' Education; phyfical and mofal ; M. Tiflbfs ob- 
fervations thereon, i. 109, &c« &d. 
tcGs; may excite certain men to love, i. 14a, 155. 
Egotism; means by which it may be produced, L 

.Ee»T; the views with which they there emptoy 

' ' opium, i. 8a. Caufe to which the fecundity of 

the Egyptian women is attributed, 107* The 

- Egyptians make ufe of the land-croCodile, 104. 
Compbfition employed by them for exciting joy, 
ai9» The diftinftive part of the man worshipped 
by the Egyptian ladies, ii.49. Singular honour 
which they* alfo rendered to their god ^w, 84. 
^he part by which they thought the fpirit of 
Apollo enttered into the body of the Sybils, ibid. 

Electricity; fterility has been cured by the em- 
ployment of this means i. 3(5o. Obfervation 
on this fubjeft, ibid. 

Ele6 



ALPHABETICAL TABLE. JJJ^I 

Electuary; that of fatyrioii noticed by M. diomdU 
• i. I32» . :-. 

Embryo; its firft lineaments in the niatrice, ii. 34A 
Empirics ; the manner in which thofe wlio refido 
among the Indians, deceive the people with 
opium, i. 183. An Empiric killed a man of 
diftinftion with cantharides, 145^ Compofition 
which they adminiftered for potable gold, 195, 
English; their cnthufiafin for nitre, i. loa. The 
'^ reafons which induce the Scotch and Irisli to 
make ufe of faifton, itfa. Phyfical educadon 
of the English, 324. Whimficalities of an 
English lady, ii. 44. 

£ph£meris£s o^i" Germany; obfeyvations which are 
^ extr^aed from them, i. 145, 164. On a defeft 
of conformation, ii. 6a, On the eruption of 
the menfes, ii, 262. On their abfence, 276. 
On generation, 341, ^ 

Epicurus; his opinion on the feminaf Uquorj^ ii. 2i(J. 

Epidymmis; what it is, ii. 67, &c. &c. 

Erectiqn ; the nnnner in which it may be produced 
by opium, r. 189. If too great, inipuiffance 
may follow, aij. Obfervaiion which proves 
it, ibid. May be caufed by pain and chagrin, 
018, 0CC. Eiedious of bydropbobical perlbns, 
IL 05, &c. 

Erotic Arpour; (^difeafe^ /«^j;> what it is^ tf3« 

&c. 68, &c. 

£ b 3 Erotic 
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Eioxie DiSEASu; tiiofe which may attack perfaos 
whd live in a ftate of celibacy, i. 63, 64^ ^c. 
Thofe which follow amoious exceflTesi !!• ii« 
See Sbminal Liquor. Tbofe which comr 
monly attach youth at the age of Puberty. See 
Puberty. 
Etbiuller; his acoouat of die propetties of die hart, 

i. 155* 
^UNucHs ; perfbns hfive become to^ fiom a l{drit of 
idi|^f i. 7SL Excluded the facerdotal oflke 
by the Coundl of Nice, ibid. Fanatics «iiQ 
inade eunuchs of all thole who fell into thor 
hands, iUd, &c Men have made themftlves 
eunuchs, in order to avoid the leprofy and the 
gout, 7g. The caufe to which they owe 4at 
trifling fenfation of pleafure experieoced by them, 
li. aip. See Combabus; and alfo Mutila- 
tion. 

EuRWjUNi; that which* Hippocrates has ftud of 
thdr oonffitution, i. 348. 

EzasioN; what it is, ii. 173. 

Exercise; its good efiefts, Liii, iit. Salutary 
for perfons of a melandbolic temperament, mi. 

Exotics J fee Plants* 

^xposmoN ; that which Hqppqcrates (kys of the 
expoGtion of dtiesi idativdy 10 pqp y lati o a» 

i3a8,&c.&c ' 
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Fa^u)pius ; cited on the internal ufe of bonpc> !• 
138. This author admifs the hymen^ ii. i8a» 
Dcfcription of the trumpers which he difco* 
vcrcd, 103, &c. , 

Fecundity > the aufe to which it is attributed in 
Egj'pt, u 107, The tempcKunents that are the 
« moft proper ilieretot a76» &c. Singular exam* 
plea^ of fccundity,^ 8/8, 379- 

Femaias V ^e realbn why thpfe of ^the brutes dq 
not exp^epce the periodical ilu^ ii. a86. 

FkRNEL; 'was ca|led to the court of Heni^ II. and 
blefled his carriage with fecundity, i. d7T. Re- 
compeni^ whic^ he received fiov the Queeo» 
a73* 

FERRANDi prefcribed bread and w«cr &r Aofe of 
an amorous complexion, i. 99. Grants that 
perfMS of a too ardent temperament should bp 
criminally profccuted, loi. His tre?tife 00 thp 
difeafes of love, 99} ii. 15** 

Ferkjein, (M.)5 ^^ leftures on anatomy at the am* 
phitheatre of the King's Garden, cited, ii. 234. 
Tliat which he pbfervcs on the myftery of gene- 
ration, 33$. 

IfETus; its gradatioiis in the matrice, ii. u^ 345. 

Its ftate diree or fcur days after fecundation. 34a. 

Ac the end of fi>urtecn days,ylW^t And three 

B b « ^ecks. 
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weeks, towards the conclufion of the firft moDtfa, 
&(> 343* Obfervations on the fize and weight 
. of duldren, 344. Membrane^ which inclofe th? 
fttus, itid. and 34;. 

Pkxn, ( Marfil^y^ recommends inebriation as a means 
of calming the turbulence of amorous defiie, i. 
99. Th^ rea/bn which he adduces, ibid. 

FiSH£5; their aftonishing fecundity, iL 1139, 0409 

Flowers; fee Menstrual Flux. 

Flux or Gold ; fee Hemorrhoidal Flux. 

Plux, Hemorrhoidal; is a periodical evacuation in 
many men, ii. a8r. Its caufes, ibid. Obferva- 
tions of Mppoctates, and Sthaal on it, a8a. 
Precautions neceffary in this cafe, :i8t, ^83, &c. 

Flux, Menstrual; what it is, ii. 3156. The 
opinions of Phyficlans divided on its cau^, ^sy. 
That of Galen adopted by great phyfiologifts, 
sj«. Signs which announce this evacuation, ibid. 

» Errors of Naturalifts as to the qualities of this 
IJood, 259. Extravagances of Paracelfus, afio. 
The veffels which furnish this blood, afir.. 
Particular obfervations, 263. Caufes which ac- 
celerate or retard the eniption of thenienfes, ibid. 
Women who are not fubjeft to this difcharge, 
* «S4* Continuance of this evacuation, 265. Its 
influence on fecundity, fi66. 267. Advantages 
of women who refide in the country on ihofe 
who live in ciiics, 2(^8. Irregularity of the menfes, 
?^9- Geucrpl prejudices, 273. Obfervations 

on 
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on d)e eSefts which terror may produce in 
young pcrfons, on the firOi appearance of the 
menfcs, aBj. Opinicws of Ariftotle and Avl- 
cenna on the menftrual blood? 299. 

FoNT^NELLB^ (M. de) ; cited ou the fyltems of 
generation, it. 297. 

FoRESTus; his prefcription agalnft the efFefis of 
candiaridesf i. 149. 

Formosa; the women there have the fupcriority 
of the men, i. 468. 

France; tyranny which the Lords of that country 
exercifed on their vaflals and villains^ i. 404. 
Differences obferved there between the men of 
the feveral provinces, 356, 357, 

Freinb; his opinion on the caufcs of the menftrual 
Aix, ii. 258. 

Frenchmen; have the fame conlUtudoh as the an- 
cient inhabitants of Greece, i. 78. The peo- 
ple wl70, in America, prelent them, as well as 
other Europeans, with yoimg girLs 4J-4, 455, 
Their reception at Otaheite, 473, &c. &c. 

Friend of Humanity, cited, i. 35^ 

Frogs;- virtues attributed to them by Vallifiueri, L 

Furor Uterinus; fee Eroiic ArdoioUi 
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Gales; has writteo on die phyfical inoonvenfences 
of celibacy^ L 65. Always trembled when he 
had occaGon to make ufe of opium^ 8i. Cited 
on the land-crocodiIe» 125. On the cficfts of 
milky aa6. OUervations of this phyfician on 
the retention of the fenunal liquor, ii. 4. On 
the confeqj^ences which |tfult from an cxcefsof 
pleafures, 13* 17. His opinion on the prolific 
humour, % 16. And on the caufc of the mcnftrual 
flux, 258. 

Qakdase^ cm.); ^is opinion on the ttk&s (^ ne- 
nuphar^ L 86. On preparations of lead inter- 
naUy adminiftercd, 114. His conjedhirei 00 
Medical EleAridty, cited, ^(So. 

GarbmgeoT) (MO^ ^^^ on caftraiioOf iL 157^ 
^^JUX.s} thtt whidi Montaign fays of them, i. 317. 
And Dupleix, 308. Singular law relating to 
vigour among thefe people, ibid. liberty which 
their young women enjoyed, in the choice of a 
(poufe, ^adf Amorous facrifice, faodioned by 
their religion, 451. 

G£N£RiAtion; frequently oppofcd by too much cor^ 
pulency, i. 295. Oppofed alfo by the attimdes 
which debauchery has invemed, 196. Prevented 
likewife from having place by the venereal diieafe, 
the King's evil, fcurvy, &c so7« The manner 

• ^ in which it was explicitod by die ancient philofo* 

phqrs» 
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phen, il2t3. Bxpofidon of fome fyftenn, <»25» 
QueltioDS to be r^olved j^euNt gny^thing on be 
ix)mprdien(]ed on this operatic^ of Nature, 2911, 
&c Vs^oties in tl^ refult of the ad which 
concuis to generation, S96. Syftem of Ariftotlet 
S98. .Of Avicenna, ^99. Of Hippoaates^. 
3CX?, &c. Of Harvey, 502. Difcovery of 
the eggs, ibid. Syftem of animalcules oppofed 
ta that of the ^s, 305. Ingenious expoficioo 
of this fyftcm by M. Aftnic, 307, &c. Ob- 
jeftions, i*/i. Syftem of M. Camus, 313. That 
of M. de Bufibn, 315, &c. Combated by M* 
Haller and M. Bonnet, 318^ &c. Sj-ftem of 
diiTcmiiiadon, 331. Abfurdiues of the fyftem 
of fortuitous generadcHis, 335, dec. Anecdote 
related by Voltaire, and which is well known in 
England, 336. Points on which Authors are 
agreed, for generation 10 Iiave phce, 338, &c. 
For generation, coupling is uoneocflTary in certain 
animals, 29U See EBCBavo; Fbtus; and 
Semqcal LiQgoR. 

GiontOT, CM.)i dted on borax^i. x|9» Onopiom, 
177. On ambergris, 311. 

Georgians; their marriages, i.445. 
Germans; they paid the sldrret*root to*Ae Em- 
poor Tiberius by way of tribute, L 127* 

Giacubm; their facrifices to love, L 453. 
Girale; made of tbc faiandies of 0gnus-cajius^ L 

**• Cnos; 
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GntLs; di(ea(es which attack thofe of an ardent tern*' 
perament, i. 64^ &c. That which occurs, ac- 
cording to fome authors, to thofe who are lafci- 
vious, ii.304. See Puberty; Love; Men- 
STUAL Flux; and Virginity. 

Glakd; defcription of this part^ il ^g. 

Glandules Myrtiformes i defcribcd, ii. yd. 

Glauber; cited on borax, i. loa. 

Goa; tliey facrifice, in this country, the virginity of 
girls to a brazen idol, 1 459. 

GoLDi Potable ; the manner in which it has been 
employed in medicine, i. 194 Brought into 
efteem by empirics, ibU. Tliat to which its 
vhtues may be reduqed, 195* &c. 

Gordon; his advice to unmarried perfoas, for en- 
abling them to contend againft love, i. 99* 

Gout; men fubjed to this affliction ought not to in- 
dulge in the pleafures of love, ii. 19. 

Graap; difputed with Stcnon the difcovery of the 
eggs in women, ii. 304. Cited on the faymoi, 
ii. 183. His exadnefs in defcribing the private 
parts in youiig women, 190. 

Greeks;* reafons which pipmpted them to confidcc 
the lettuce as a prefervative againft love, i. 89. 
Their worship of Priapus, ii. 49. 

Greenlanders ; their marriages, i. 434. 

Giu^ialdi, ^Madam^ ; the opinion whidi ougJK to 

be 
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. be fcnned of her tindutc of gpid for reanimating 
the powers, i. 194, 19J, 196. . 

Grundung; a German Ptofeflfor, who accufed Hip- 
pocrates of Atheifm, ii» 148, 149. 

GuEBREs 9 their incdluous marriages, i. 438. 

GuiNKA ; the manner in which marriage is there en* 
couragcd, i. 39a. ' 

Gynandhe$} that which, is to be underftood by this 
word, ii. 1 6a. Obfervations concerning Ac 
inctamorphdfes of wotnen into men, extrafted 
from Pliny, ibid. Frdm Antoine du Pinet, and 
LuCinus Mulianiis, tbld. From St. Auguftine, 
' Duval, TtaBan, Fulgofes, 163. And Pard^ 164. 
Opinion which may be formed of fucfa hxftories, 
nvith 'an explication Of thefe phenomoia^ 1659 
i(«S, &c. 

T T 

H. 

Hagusnox, ( M.)i his Memoir dted on tho dai^r 
of inhumaiipDs in chuicbes» L 4a. 

Hair; (bme nations are deftitute of it,. iu 87* Ia« 
duftibns wliicb may be drawn torn the quantity 
of hair, iJbiJ. Singular obfervations, ibid. 88. 

Haller, C^Oi ^^^ which he advances of the ob- 
fervers of Nature, ii. 194. Oppoies the fyftem 
of M. de BuCbn on the reprodudion of bdngs, 
318. Imagines diat the organic particles are 
animals fi>reign to the puxpofe of generation, ibid. 

Denies 
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Denies the refemtilance of cMldren to ffidr ft* 
tber, ibUL &c. His oUervadoni, .319^ 3101 
3ai. Denies the pofltbility ^ tbe acrauganetfl 
of the organic particles, sta. A;id the exifteoce 
of a feminal liquor in women, 326$ &c. Ex* 
pofition of his fyftem by the ^s, 330, &c. • 

Halley; the jiiilueiice of love on this great phlfofo* 

pher, i. 416. 

Hart; its reputation in tbQ Materia Medica^ u XSU 

Credulity of Plmy, as to Ais fubjed, 151. Of 

Cardan, Agrioob, and. Xenoplxxi, 151, 153^ 

Reafons which induced tbe* Ancients to cool^ 

. the tail of this animal as aa a^brodifiac, 154* 

Etmuller'^s obfervations thereon, 1554 To what 

. we muft reduce the virtues of the barfs ptais, 

HiOLTsoEKfiR; his obftrvatioDS on tbe ftminal liquor, 
iL 2iai» 326. 

Harvey; his fyftem on generation^ iu 302. Admits 
'^ the eggs, without ocplicating any-tUb^ in a fids- 
fidory manner, ibid, and 303. 

HECQeEi"; dted oh the ufe of cofiee, which, he pw 
tends, oppofes fecUndity^ L 09?; 

Heister; dCied otithe figns of virginity, iL i8t, 183, 
187. His obfervations on the feed, 926. 

Henisius; cured the plague widi camphor, L 93. A 
triumphal column eieded for bim at VefOna» 
ibid. 

Henry 



.fis)«RYn. or Frakck ; his marriage rendered ftcubd, 
through the advice of Dn Fenie^ u 271. 

HcRB OF Theophrastus; the opinion of Botanifts 
on this plant, i. is8» 

ll£&ETics ; who mulilated tbemfelves and others, i. 

72^73- 
Hermogenus; forgot all his rhetorical acquiremeQts 

at the age of twenty-four years, ii. 1:9. 

HiLDANUs; cited on the menftrual flux, ii. 975. 

CUmxmar, Qjirc/ibishop^i aflfcrtedt that eockfiaftics 
ought not to intet&re in caufes of impuifiancei 
ii. stf I. 

Hl?pocRAT£8 ; his book entitled the difiajis offhr^ 
ginsf dted, L 66. His advice to diofe who de- 
iire to have children, 308. Ifis treati(b on Ak 
and Water, 328. His obfetvation on tiielifiia- 
tion of cities, and on the waters which Ae inha* 
bitants ule^ 330, &c. &c. Analogy which he 
draws on the couftitution'of men, 339. His ob» 
fervatiODs on the AGatics, ibid. On the Saum* 
matians, 341. The ff^mdertrs^ 343, &c* 
That \rtdch he fays of the dorfal oonftimption,' 
ii. IS. Cited on the efiefts produced by bve^ 
148. Accufed of Atheilm by a niodem Author, 
and fixmd his defenders, ihid. and 149. Hi$ 
ideas of the feminal liquor, fti5. His fyilem 
CO generation, 300. Ohfervation which oppofes 
Ais fyfleiD,302« 

Hwfman; 
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Hoffman; obfeivadon given by tMs j)hyfidan, !.(%• 
His opiofon of anodynes, 8l. And of nitr^ 
105. Has highly extolled fafixon, 1^3. Has 
written on the dorfal confumption, ii. 13. 
Speaks of a lubricous woman attacked by the 
epilcpfy^ 17* l^hat which he fuppofed he faw 
in the feminal Uquor^ 322. 

Hollanders; they do not cxclufiyely poiTefs the 
knowledge of purifying borax, i. 139. 

HoMBERG, (MO) is the firit who laboiuied 00 
borax, i. 139. 

HoNTAN,(Aira»); cited, il.ii?. 

Horace; cited, L 424. 

Hottentots; obliged to changethe general attitude 
in the union of the fexes, on account of an ex- 
crcfcence peculiar to their women^ u 300. A 
lingular ceremony laid to have place at their mar- 
riages, 45a Ancient cuftoms rdadng to die Hot« 
tentot widows, skid, and 46i« Monlfaous ex- 
crcfcence of the women, iL 106. They no 
kmger pradtife the extraftion of one tefticle, i«9* 

Hygmor ; dted on the hymen, ii. 183* 

Hymen ; this membrane is contrary to Nature when 
it oppofes generauon, i. 305. AfFerdons re* 
fpefting its exiftence, ii. 18a. AudiOrs who 
admit it, ibid. Authors who detiy its exiftence, 
J 83. Inftances of women who became preg- 
nant, though imperforate ipz, &c. See Via* 

Hvpnotxcs j 
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HttNOTiCf J remedfes which were thus named by 
the Greeks, i. 80, 

Hysterics, Cdi/eafcs^i obfervations of M* Tiflbt 
on this fubjeft^ L ^4. Of Zacutus Lufitanus, 
ibid. And Hoffman; &c. 65^ &c. See Ekotic 

ilRSOUR. / 



ItEtAND; particular ordinance which was pul>lished 
there fer encouraging the young women to repeo* 
pie the Ifle, L 393. Ceremonies of marriage, 
43* 

iLuifois; inerf who live in a fingle ftate are defpiied 
by thcfe people, i. 455, 457. 

iMAGiNATtoNi is cafy to be ftruck in weak men, L 
87. Obfervations which prove this aflertioii» 
€8, 89, ^37, &c» The manner in which an ar- 
dent and voluptuous imagination may derange the 
SDiiinal economy, 60. See Unmarried Me^^ 
and the article Impuissant. 

BfPERTORATiON ; wliEt it is, ii* 97. Means by 
which it may be remedied, ibid. ObfervationS 
relative to this dek& of confonnation, ibid, and 
98, 108. Women have nevcrthelefs conceived 
with this defeft, 97, &c. 

JiiFUissANCE ; divifion wliich the Author has made 

of this difeafe, i. aoj. That which has its 

fource in the imagination, 208. An example on 

Vol. n. C c this 
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diis fubjea, flio. Tbat which folbw^ delAi^ 
cbciy, dia> &c. Example of Theodoric, king 
of Buigundy, and AmaliSy king of Egypt, A13; 
A too ardent paiGon may occafion this flatCi at 4* 
Obfervation, Md. Means to be adopcad in ^ 
fimilar cafe^ ibid. Singular impttiffince of i 
noble Venetian, 215. His cur^ 217. Of im- 
puifTaace caufed by pain or chagrin, 2i8. K^ 
vice on this fubied^ ai9» &c Cold baths rt- 
tommendcd in cafes of impuiflance caufed by de^ 
bauchery, ^21. Alfo Peruvian bark, ittider certain 
ciicumftaoces, i^/^^and225« And mmeral watery 
da4« Milk, with the opinion of Authors thereon, 
905. Obfervation of C^>pivaccio, 227. Another 
obfervation, 231. Ahfolute impuiiTance incura- 
ble, 237. ImpuiiTance of tbofe who believs 
themielves endianted, ibid. Impuiflioice comtnon 
among the Scythians, with the obfervatknis of 
Hippocrates on this fubjeA, 342, &c 

Ibipuissant; mj'flerious words cannot render a man 
impuifTaqt, i. 238. Hiftories which prove that 
imagination and dread folely operate in this cafei^ 

^ ^141, tSLC* Methods whidi ought to be purlued 
in thefe circumftances, 244. Reafon why the 
Congrefs was ordered, 247, See Ibipuissamcb, 
and CoNGR£Ss. 

Indians; they make uft of camphor, i. 91. Con« 

' fequence drawn by the Author ftom thence, ibid. 

Fable related of an Indian, who was faid to have 

derived from orchis the power of confumating the 

phyfipd 
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f^hyfical aft feventy times in fucceflion, 969 ia)r« 
Their marriages, 446. 
ifNSOLENCE; mifchie& which it may i^oducci 1. II0| 

tNEBRiATiON; ibt pcoplc who employ opium for tlie 
piupofe of piocudng intoxicatioii» i. x8(S» &c. 
&c 

ImiBUtATiO!!; what it is, ii« 173. Method of the 
ancients finr eficfting this operation, according to 
Celfus, ibid. Ufe made of it by the Oriental 
Monks, 274. It cannot render the men chafte^ 
ibid. Cuftom of the Romans, 17^. Adopted 
by the Roman ladies, in order to fecure Ae fi- 
delity of their lovers, ibid. Infibulation of 
girls, as praftifed by the Afric^JS, 8j* 

Irish; the ufe which they make of faffron, i. 16a; 

Singular fenfation of an Irishman, 193. 
Isles, Phizjppin£s ; the manner in which mairiagei 

are there performed, L 443. 
Italians ; they make ufe of faffton, i. 162. 



Jacques, (M»)i published tAeCs on dauftralvir- 
ffnity,i.tf7# 

James, (Dr.) ; cited on the efiefts of love, ii. 147- 
His opinion on the hymen, 187. Admits iti 
poflible exlilence in warm climates, 18& Se« 

DiCTlONNAIltE DS MeDECINE. 

C C E ^EROVSi 
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JEROICB^ CSOi his portrait, drawn by M. Thcmm^ 

I 6u His obfervadra on the early puberty of 

a child, IL I33- 
Jews; their regulations^ with reiped to conjugal 

duty, IL 40. Afdrmed oaths, by laying the hand 

on their private parts, 50. 

Journal Economique; dted on the efieds of coffee^ 

• Encyclopedkiue; cited on the eSfedsof 

opium, i. 16 1. Obfervations on the inhabitanrs of 
a finall village, 335. Cited on a cuftom obferVed 
in jthe Ifle of Lima^ons, 3^8. On a cuffom in 
Guinea, 392. In Sen^al, ibid. On the CM* 
rigans, 454* ^^ ^he Otahdtans, 47a. On a 
lingular exaefcence, ii.6r« On imperforation, 

- BE Medecine ; obiervadons extraded from 



this Work, i. 130. ii. 36. A girl deftitute of 
the parts ufual to her fex, 109. Premature chil- 
dren, 137, 138. On mutilations, 155. On the 
eruption of the menfes, 26^. A man wlx> had 
the periodical flux by the penis, 281, 

DEa Sa VANS ; cited on the pregnancy of a 



girl no more than nine years old, ii. 133. On 
the premature eruption of the menfes, i^g* On 
a child who gave Angular indications of manhood, 
137. On generation, 341. 
JouBERT ; cited, ii. 132. 

jfOULAlN^ 
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JouLAiNt (MO; his calculations relating to the 

multiplication of men fince the CreatioDf ii» 235^ 

236- 
JULIAN9 ithe Emperor y^ portrait which he drew of 

the Parifians, 1. 78. 
Jussau, CM. Je}; cited on the ufe of cofiee &r 

literary men, i. 994* 
Justinian; his regulation as to impuiflrance, L 256* 

M. de Montefguieu's obfervation on the lanie 

fubjea,/*/y. 

Juvenal; cited, ii« 84* 



Kalmucs ; thek culloms with relation to maniags^ 
i. 438. 

fCAMTscHADALEc ; ufe which they make of Muclm^ 
MoTi^ u 134, Obfervations pq this fubjed, ibid^ 
Proofs to which they mull fubn^t before ma|iiage» 
• 429. 

KoLBE, (M.^; cit^ OQ k cuftoiQ of Ae Hottputot^ 
ii. 169. 

KouACKs; qualities which the. woioen of this country 
efteem in their husbands, i. 437, 

KoRNMANN^ (HiLNRT}; lus traft on Viri^nity, ii. 
189, 207. 

Kracheninnikow, (MOf cited on the eftds of 
the Ruffian cfaampigpon^ i. i^. 

CC3 W 
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Lacoas, C Athenian) ; they made uTe of agnus-cafti», 
tar the purpofe of conferving their diaftity, i. 8a. 

JjlMBERTy (M-deStO; his poem of the Seafons 
cited, i. 3($% 389. 

LAM010NON9 (M. de); his pleadings againfl the 
io&mous picGeediDgs of the CongreTs, U !255» 

%,ANGEir, O^^ MMrquis of); accufed of impuiflance, 
i. 2^1. Demanded the Congrefs, and dedaied 
impuiffant by that tribunaU "S** Remarried, 
and had children, 953. Cooftquence of this 
«f&ir, 255. 

LaKzoni; ofcferyations of this phyfician on the good 
efFeds of the conjugal aA, ii. 6. 

jLAURENTt Ci>u); hU ridiculous queftious concerning 
the diftindiive part of the man, ii. 79, That 
which he fays of the melancholic lover, Igi, 
Cited on the hymeii, 185, 184, 

^ead; its ufe among the ancients, for fubduing the 
defires, i. 99. Its preparations, 114. They 
are dangerous, 115. M. Gardane^s obfervations 
* on this fubjeA, ibid. M. Baron dted, ii6. 

Lemeri, (M.); bis diymiftry cited, i. n6. That 
tcrhich be fays of the eii^s of the land-crocodile, 
1115. Of the root of chervil, up Of fatyrion, 
13a. Of tl^ good e^s of cofiee, in cafes ai 

/ (Iprj; y, agot 

LEXTV9«i 



la^nuCB ; ooofidered as CQ^aUe of extinguishing thei 
ddiieS) i. 89. ' The manner in which this virtue 
was attriboted to it, ibid. Its different eileas on 
wua$ ibid. 

Leprosy ; it has been pretended that this difeafe 
heightens the amorous defires, ii. ^5. 

Leridant, (MO; ^is Matrinionial Code cited, u 
262, 389. 

Ij&uw£NHO£k; his obfetvation^ on the animalcules 
of the feed, ii. 223, &c On the prodigious 
multiplication of fishes, 239* 

14PAMENTS, Round; their ufe, ii. 104. 

LiNmsTOLPHE; his preTcription againft the dreadful 
/Cflefts of canthaiidest i. 149. 

LxNNAUs; his idea on the degeneration of the human 
fpedes, i* xvii. Complains that his cpuntrymeQ 
imitate the cuftoms and the manners of the 
French, ibid. 

I.19N; its flesh hai been recommended as an exdte» 
ment to love, i. 150. Error of Venette, on this 
fubjedt, ibid. Its flesh is by no means poiibnousi 
xfi. Virtues which are attributed to it^ ibid. 

Liquor, Seminal ; its importance with regard to 
health, L isc It muft not he imagined that this 
fluid can be prodigioufly augmented by means of 
aphcodiflacs, X2X. Its fuperabundance may pro* 
duce injurious confequences, li, 4* Obfervation 
of Galen, il#^. OfZacutus^S* OfM.Tiflbc^ 
C c 4 **'^ 
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* ibid. Of Lanzonu 6. Of Riolan, and M. le 
r Due, 7* Its importance far health, 8, 9. Dread- 
fur <ionfequences of a too great diflipation of this 
liquors 9. Obfervations extnided from Hippo- 
qateS) 11, is. Defaipdon given by Areteus 
of the mifchiefi which follow too great an eva- 
cuation of the feed, 12. That given by Lom- 
miiis, ibid. Filtration of this liquor, 70,' 71I 
Preparations to which it is fubjefted, ibid. The 
mediamfm by which it efcapcs, 73, 74. Rca- 
fon why youth do not polTefs it in great abund- 
ance, 125. And men who are very fat, ibid. 
Accidents to which young men expofe diemfelves, 
^y abuCng their powers, 1^4^ 145. Ides^s whicl^ 
the Ancients entertained of the feminal b'quor, 
1^13. Ideas of the moderns, 214. What Hip- 
poaatcs has faid of it, 415. Opinions of Galen, ^ 
Ariftotle, Pythagoras, Plato, Epicurus, Alcraaeon, 
and M. le Camus, 216, my. Diftindion which 
ought to be made with regard to this liquor, aiy. 
Hartfocker examined it in the microfcope, ft2i. 
Leuwcnhoek, 222. Hoffman, ibid. Obfervations 
' of the pretended Dalempazius, 223, &c. Authors 
• who have been the dupes of thefe obfervations?, 
t ibid» Opinions of Valifnieri» Heifter. HofFmani, 
Bono, and.Verrheyen, 226, &c« Reafbns whicl\ 
may be oppofed againft the fpermatic vdcmicules, 
ft28- Calculations of Leuwenhoek, as to the 
I ' feminal liquor of fishes, 239. Ideas of the fe- 
^nal liquoTf in admitting difleminatioD> 243. 
: . . ^' ^ What 
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What this liquor is, according to M. de Buffon* 
.. 045, &c. Its fenfible effefts, 250. Its enei^ 
by men advanced in years, o^i. Relative ob* 
iervations, ibid, and 9$% &c^ Its manner of 
operating in conception, 539. 

LiTTRE, CMOs ci^ed, ii. 107, His obfervatioa 
on an embryo foupd in the trumpet, 341. 

LoMMius; defcribes the confequcnces of debaucfaeryt 
i. 1 1 J. 

Loiqa, (M.) ; his obfervatlpns on the cfieds of 
opium, i. 160. 

LpVEj; its phyfical influence on Individuals, i. 60, 
&c Means recommended by the ancients, and 
modems, for deadening this paffion, ^, &c. Is 
it to be extinguished by the ufe of nitre? lof. 
Remedies which have been thought cajiable of 
exciting phyfical love, 117, &c ImpuUTance 
may be occafioned by a too ^ident paf&on, 214. 
Confequences which are produced by the pcrr 
ufal of tender novels, 419. Difeafes which die 
paffion of love may produce, 63, &c. ^c — 
ii* 4, &c. 10, &c. and 146, &c. 

-^, Physical ; its influence on die healdi, ii. 3, 
&c. &c. Its good efiefts when moderately 
ufed, 4, 9. Its dreadful confequences, 9, ficc 
See Seminal Liquor, and Puberty. 

Louis, (M.); cited on the ligature of die ipennatic 

ftring, ii. 157. 

Louis 



iMttsKJV.} tbe method which thi^nxxMRAa^ 
to eBcoiitj^e marriages, i 397. Repompenled fe- 
cundity, ibfd^ecc. 

Ijucun ; eked 00 diehiflory rfGombabus, i. 74. On 
the debauchery of P^grinus, 202. On that of 
the Tribades, iL 93«| 

I«YCURCK/5 ; ^oa^ laws ^^atnft celibacy, L 394^ 

MACASSAits; thek marriages, , u 43;^ 

Macqueh, (Mt^S ^ ^ymical didtiogaiy ^iced 

i. SI3- 
MAiiAOAscARi the fingular tafte of th^ people thei^. 

in chufing their wives^ i459. 
MiU)NE8fi; die osamier in which it may be faid that 

this dreadjU diftafe escdtes to love^ ii. n4« Obr 

fervations, stf^ 

Malefics ; the opinion which ought to be enter- 
tained of thofe which, impoftors pretend, are 
• capable of rendering men impuilTant, i. 537, 
a39. 

MAUtEBRANCHE; pretended that Eve had, inclofed 
in her ovaries, the whole Imman race, ii. 2132. 

Mania; what it is, aud that which may fomeiimea 
occafiotj it, ii. 146, &c. &Cp 

MarxiAge; cafe in which it was recommended by 
Hippocrates, i. 66. Heretics who would have 

abolished 
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abolished it, ya. The litde agreement between 
the conftitution of fpoufes may render it fterile, 
209. Confiderations which ought to weigh in 
the n^ociation of marriage contrafts, 277. M, 
Cleic cited on thephyfical agreements of fpoufes, 
1178. Marriage in vogue among all the people 
of the world, 381. The afts of legiflators for 
encouraging it, 39a, 397. It v^as fome.imes 
interdlAad by the Popes, 409* The manner in 
which the Kamtfchadales contraft their marriages* 
4a8. The Koriacks, 43a, 433. The Greene 
landers, 434. The Icelanders, 435. The 
Buckarians, 43tf. The MacaflTars, 437* The 
Calmucs, 438. Tte Guebres, ibid. The Sa- 
beans, 439. The Perfians, 441. The Sia- 
mefe, 44a. The inhabitants of the Philippine 
Iflands, 44s. The Mingrdians, Georgians* 
and Circaffians, 444* In the ftates of the Em- 
peror of Morocco, 446* By the Bedouin A- 
rabs, 448. The Indians, ibid. Tlie mar* 
riage of the Great Serpent in the kingdom of 
Juda, 450. Of the Idol of Temate, ibid. 
Ceremonies obferved by the American Savages* 
454. At Goa, 459. In the kingdom of At- 
racan, ibid. At Madagafcar, ibid. At C^ 
licut, 460. By the HotMitots, ibid. The 
Chkiefe, 461. The Ruffians, 467. At Foi^ 
- mofa, 468. At Ceyk»i, ibid. In the king- 
dom of Lafla, 469. At Congo, ibid. They 
many at ^ght years of ag^ in the ftates of the 

Great 
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prcat MoguU ii. 127. Children capal)Ie ct 
marriage in Indbftan when nine or ten years old, 
ia8. And allb among the Samojedans, laQ* 
The influence of marriage on health, ii.4, &c, 

Maslaph; a liquor of which the Chinefe make ufe, 
with their mouves fcr it, u 190. 

hiAssitu, CP Abbiyy his poem on coffee, i. 1295, 
The perfons to whom he recommends the ufe of 
co&e, itid. 

Matrice; its figure, ii. loi. bs compofition, 102, 
Its parts, 103, &c. Obfervations on two ma- 
trices which wtte found in one and the fame 
'fiibjea^ 107. See Fetus. 

Matthiole'; died on agnus-caftus, i. 83. Fables 
which he has recounted, 95. What he iays of 
the hnd-crocodile, I2(5, ia8. 

Maupertuii, (M. d^); qtcd, i. 196^ X97« H- 
aai. That which he obferves of tfie animal- 
cules contaiped in the feed, 228, asp* His 
. remarks 01^ the prodigality of the germs, 237. 
And the reply which may be made to his ob-, 
fervations^ asS, ^c. 

MAuiucEAU} dted, i ^97 • His opinion on the 
exiftence of the hymen, ii. 183. 

Meab, CDrO; his obfervation on opium, i. i8o. 

. Meatus Urinarius; its defcription, ii. 94. 

Melancholic ; fee Tj^mberament. 

M«;<anchox.y; 



MpLANCKOLV ; ma^ c^ute mpvaffrnXi i. si8. 
Dreadful confequcnces of amorous mdaodioly) 
* ii. 146, i47« &c See Erotic Am>ouR. 

JMemory ; may be loft by the ufe of narcotics, i. 8q» 
81. 

Men; many have coolly mutilated tliemfclvcs; fee 
Mutilation. A man efpoufed twenty-one wo^ 
men, i. aap. Literary men ought to marry, 
414. Advice given them by M Tiflbt^ 416; 
417, 418. Some men have died in the moment 
of enjoyment, ii. id, 17, 18, &c. Obfervations 
' on this fubjed, ihid. 

-*9 Unmarried; fingular advice given them by 
Amauld de Villeneuve, i. loo. Regimen wUdk 
they ought to obfcrve, ii«, 113, 114, That to 
which they may be compared, 384. Reproaches 
• which they merit, 386. The manner in which 
they were punished by the Spartans, 394. By 
Lycurgus, ihM. By the Romans, 395. Dif^ 
eafes to which they axe expofedf ii. 4* See 
Seminal Liquor. 

•—* ^ Ou>; the manner ii> which ^hey Ibmetimes it- 
gain ftrength by ileeping with young perfons, i. 
fttS. Tormented by love, ii. 951, ^50, &c* 

Menses ; their eruption does not always announce 
pubertjs ii. 134. Obfervations, itU. &c.&c. 
See Menstrual Flux. 

Mercurmjl; advice which he pfiers to pcrlbns of an 

amorous 



^ 
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aniomis mmncy i. 99» Cited on Oe vSrbiQi of 
borax, 138. 

JMfissAUNA; her iiqmdicity, ii» 43. 

MBTAMORPHOses of woxueo into men i lee Gt« 

NANDHES; 

METTtiXE, C^* ^E LA }; obiervadon given by 
this phyfidan on impinfrance, i. 235. Cited on 
the caufe of pleafure, ii. no. Contiadids 
M. de Maupertuis, 237. His obfervation oo 
the periodical flux, 27$. Denies die teality of 
a feminal liquor in women^ 3^ 

MiDWiVEs; the danger of giving credit ta tbei^ dcd« 
fions oonceraing viiguiity, ii. Qo^ 6cc. 

iibUL ; its u(e, i. s^. The means jEbr givioe it as 
eaTy paflage, iiid^ Ufe made of it lyy vackw 
NatiDns, Hid. Pliny, Galen, &c. fpeak of it^ 
m6, &c. Good effeds of the milk of wome^, 
ibid. Obfervations, ibid, and 227, &c. 

Min(»;blians; dieir marriages, i. 444^ 

Mint; authors who have thought it adapted to cool 
the fixe of love, i. 93. Owes its r^utation to 
the Gfeek poets, 94. Audiors who pretended 
that it excites concupiicence, Hid^ 

Mogul; the ule made of opium in this empire, i. 

Monks; ordered to chew camphor fi)r exdnguisbing 
their concupifcence, i. pa Amauld de Ville- 
neuve^s advice to them, for zefifting the excite- 

ments 



inetots of the fiedi^ lou The lifigular maimer 
in which die Gomerons judge of the fandity of 
tfatfr pnefl8» iL ^ The Oriodbl Mofdo fiH. 
jeOed to mfibubtui, 174. 

MbNTAXGNE) (Michael be); cited c^ hqpuiil 
fimcet i. ftis, 217. On imagination, 231. Hi- 
ttory related by him of a cure which he per* 
formed on a gentkmao who had been lendtcod 
. hapuiflanc by means of forcoy, 149. Thia 
author dtad, 303, 317. ii itf» 34, 165* 

KlONTESQUiEu; dted on a law of Juftinian, t 956: 
Obfervation made by hbn on marrii^ jlb; 
Cittd,S3^ 

^MbscmoN; his advice for fobdoing the gnmous de« 
fires, L 99k 

htcvNT w Vends ; what it is, IL 87. 

Mucho^Moee; ufe made of it by the Kamtfijiadales^ 
i. 134. Singular efiefts which it produces, ibiifp 
bbfovations^ T35. 

Muscles; thofe of the penis, ii* 55. Their ule^ 
ibid. TThofe of the tcftides, ^. 

Music; its flood efieOs, 1359. 

Musttan; dted on vfaginicy, iL ac& 

MonLAi«>N; obfia:vatioo8 on this fiibjdll^ u 79, A& 
Heretics who mudlated tfaemfdves, and aU thofe 
who fdl into their lavage hands, iiiJ. Siiigulff 
motives which led fome men 10 mudlate them* 
fdves, 74* See Puberty. 

N. 
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N. 

Kilicdna; thek eRa, L 80, and ii8. The name 
^ven to thefe medicaments by die Grades, and 
their ideas c^ the properties wMcb tlicy prf- 
feffed, 80. The manner rf their operatioo, 174, 
189. 

Nature 5 it cannot be fubdued, i. 56. 57^ !><» 
not admit of violence, 198. That wtech cbe 
has achieved firf the benefit of indi\idiiab, ac^, 
&c 6cc, * 

Nenuphar { its f pedes and its virtues, L 8jr. Cre- 
dulity of PUny, 86. He deceives himfel^' tUd. 
That to which we muft reduce the virtues of 
this plant, ibid. The Turks ufe it greatly; and 
the confequences which the Author draws from 
thence, 87, 88. 

kiLE; property of the waters 0^ dris rivff, i. 167. 

tiTTKE; the Ancients have greatly exalted its virtues, 
i. loi. Audiors who have fpoken of it, io». 
kc Enthufiafm of die EngUsh for this fait, 
and what tefulted from thence, itid. and 104. 
Refleaiops of die Author, 105. M.Tiflbt'sob- 
fervation as to the efifefts of nitre, Wd. and 106; 

Novels ; bad efffefts which they may pwduce, L 
419. Thdr influence on population, 4aii 

Nvmpime; parts of the woman; their defimticm, ii. 
9a Obftades which they may oppofe to en- 
joyment,. i*/V/. n«iphomawa; 
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NvttfHOMANiA ; a work fo entitftd by M. de Bien- 
ville. Obfervatiofls extrafted from thence, L 
68, &c. 

Nymphotomia; what it b, ii, 90. Is commonly 
pradtifcd in Africa, ibid. Is commanded by r^ 
ligion in Arabia and Perfia, 91. 

O. 

Ocellus Lucanus; his advice rclpeding the adapt* , 
ation of marriages, i. 55, 56. . . • .■ 

Opium ; ufe made of it by the Egyptians, the Turks, 
the Chinefe, &c. L 8a. An aflertion of Wede* 
lius, on its cflbds, i^id. Ought not to be em« 
ployed for appealing the amorous paiBon, ibidm 
The danger of Vcnette's obfervation, 157, &c. 
Obfervations on the dreadful eflefts of opium, 
160. Experiments made by M. Lorri, ibid. 
and 16 1 • It is a poifoii that operates according 
to circumftances, 173. The manner in which it 
operates, 174. Obfervations, 176, 177. Be- 
comes a neceffity among certain people, 176. 
Obfervations, 179. Fury of the Siaroefc for 
this iubftance, i8j. EfkAs which it produces 
on them, 184* Muft be oppofite to love, and 
under what circumftances, 189, 190. Ideas of 
the Author on this fubjcft, 191, 192, &c. 

Oppian; cited on the virtues of mint, i. 93. 

Orchis; fables circulated with refped to this plant, 
i. 95, 1 28. See Satyrion. 
VoL» Hi / D d I OaPIKAH- 



Ordinances ; tho(e of the Kings of Prance, for aO 
furing the birth of children, i. 388, 389. Sin- 
gular ordinance of the Danish King forrepeopling 
Iceland, 393. 

•Orientals; that which predpitates them to love, 
u 1669 167. They do not ufe opium fo much 
as is generally fuppoied, 159. Accuflomed to 
the ufe of ambergris, 311. 

Origbn; fuffeced mutilation, from reli^us tnottvef» 
i. 7a, Badly underftood a precept of the Grf- 
pd, ii. IS4* 

OiTRiCH; the imaginary virtues, which have been at- 
tributed to it, i. I j6. 

Otaheite ; M. de Qougainville^s account of the in- 
habitants of this ifland, i. 473. Pbrti:ait of the 
Otaheitans, il/iJ. Politenels oF the men towards 
Europeans, ibid. The manner and t^ pub- 
licity of their facrifidng to love, 472, 47*, 477. 

Othon Brui^sfeld; cited on caftigation, i. aoi, 

OuTACHEPAs ; offer their young women to Euro- 
peans, i. 454. 

Ovaries; the meaning of this word, ii. 103. Their 
compofition, 104* Opinions of Anatomifts on 
their ufe, ibid. 

Oxymel; recommended againft the cflfefls of can- 
tharides, {• 149. 



P. 
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l^ALE Colours; arc frequently cured bymaniago, 
ii- 8. 

Paracelsus ; cited, i. tos. His extravagant idea) 
on the nature ojF the menftrual flux, ii. a6o. 

Paraph YMOSis; what it is, ii. 59. Men frequently 
have it in the firft enjoyment, ibid. The means 
of remedying it, ilfid. 

pAR£, Ambrose; cited on the eflfeAs of cantharide% 
i. 145. On the Congrefs, 030. On the meta- 
morphofis of a girl into a man, ii. 164. Curious 
obfervations of this Author, 97. Cited on the 
influence of marriage on health, t6. Denies the 
exiftence of the hymen, 183, &c. 

Paruament of Paris ,* its maxim with r^ard td 
impuiflance, i. ±66. 

Papr, Thomas; Angularities of his life, ii. 252, a53. 

Parts, Private ; ArnaulddeVilleneuve recommends 
cupping and cauterization in thefc parts, for ex- 
tinguishing the amorous defires, i. 100. The 
fmallnefs of the man^s diflindive part is no ob- 
ftacle to fecundity, i. 305. Method adopted by. 
the American females for augmenting the fize of 
the penis, 306. Divifion of the generative ptrts 
of man, ii. 47. The great confideration which 
thefe parts enjoyed, 49, &c. See Penis, Pre- 
D d a fucg; 
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PUCE, Tjesticles, &c, Thofe of die woman: 
honours which were rendered them at Syracuie, 
83. At Rome, &c. 84. They have been va- 
rioufly ornamented by certain people, 85, &c. 
Their divifion, 86. See Penh-, Mount of 
Venus, NYMPHiE, Clitoris, and Matrice# 

Passions; they increafe in folitude^ i. $$• Their 
doaiimon over the animal economy, ibid. 60, 52. 
63, 66, 67. They ought to be avoided by per^ 
fons of the bilious temperament, 284. May caufe 
death, ii. 17. 

Peiresc; his opinion on the generation of floiies» 

ii. 1290. 
Penil; what it is, ii. 85. 

Penis; its defcription, ii.51, &c Its mufdes,55. 
Its defeds, 56, S7' Its varieties^ 61. 

Penis of the hart; fee Hart. 

Persians; have a tpecks of fatyrion,!. 11^ Li- 
quor which they prq>are from it, iUd. ESieft 
produced on thcfe people by opium, i86. Their 
marriages, 441* 

Peruvian Bark; excellent for fortifying, u 22U 
Its good eflfeds, 223* 

Petit, CM.); cited on generation, ii. 157. 

, Phasians; what Hippocrates fays of them, i. 341. 

Philippine Isles; a new-manied man, in tlicfe ifles, 
caufes his bride to be deflowered by a foreiguer, 

i- 459- 

Phijbgmatic ; 
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Phlsgmatic; fee Temperambnts. 

Phymosis; definition of this difeafe, i. 303. Means 
of remedying it, 504. ii. do. 

Physicians; their obfervations on celibaqr, i. 65^ 
«6^ 67^ &c. Their •pinion, at the prefent 
day, of anti-aphrodifiacs, 114. Of mitbridate, 
and dia-fatyrion, 126. Of the fedative fait of 
HombeiTg, 141. Advice given them by Hip* 
pocrates, 399. 

TiBRAC, ( M. ) ; cited on the influences of air, with 
relation to difeafes, \L 29. 

PiNOEUs; his traft on pudicity, ii. ig%. His fin* 
gular obfervations, ibid, and I93, 

PiTuiTous; fee Temperaments. 

Plantade, (M. be la); published fifiitious dif- 
coveries on the feminal liquor, ii. at%. Duped 
feveral celebrated men* by means of his pica* 
fantry^ ibid. &c. 

Platerus; cited, ii 57. 

Plato; his idea of the feminal liquor, ii« ti6. 

Pleaiure ; what Pannard fays on this fubjed, u 
xiii« St. Augufline, 64. The kind of men 
who are beft qualified to enjoy it, iil Means 
of which men are capable, in order to procure it^ 
192. Obfervations, 19a, &c. Confidered in 
a moral and phyfical point of viewy 205, 2otf. 
See Physical Love. 

D d 3 Plethoric; 
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Plethoric; fee Temperament. 

Puca; a difeafe in PolancI, ii. 88. Obfervations* 

ibid. &c. 
Plwx; deceived Jumfelf as to the virtues of nenu- 
phar, i. 86. Cited on mint, 93. On nitrCt 
iM. On thQ fecundity of the £;gyptian wo- 
men* 107. On the land-crocodile, i^j* On 
borax, 140* O" A^ febulous virtues of the 
hart, 15a. On the Romany, 353. On the 
ufe of milk, 1^ On the dreadfiil cx)nfequen- 
ces of love, ii. itf. His relation concerning 
the Gynandres, liJo. Cited on tlie generation 
of ftones, 590. 
Plutarch; his belief as to the generative virtue of 
fait, i. 108. Cited on a cuftom of the Egj'P" 
tians, MO. On the ferainal liquor, iu 217. 
PotxuTiONs; may be excited by nitre, and under 
•" what circumftances, i. 106. Obfervarion of 

Wedclius on the fubjeft, 188. 
PoLANDERs; make a general ufe of faflfton, i. 162. 
Population ; encouraged by Lewis XIV. i. 397- 
■ Want of fubfiftence the firft obftacle to popular 

tion, 40a. . Encouraged in China, 462« 
1?orter, (Mr.); cited on the ufe which the Turks 

make of opium and wine, i. 170, 171, &c. 
PoTERiE, (M» DE la); thefis which he maintained 

at Paris in 1764, ii. 279. 
Prepuce; the cafe in which it oppofes generation. 
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L 3P3* An obrervatioD) ibid. Its compofidon^ 
ii. 52. Its difeafes, 58, &c. 

Priapus;, homage rendered him by the Egyptians, 
21. 49. The Greeks, ibid. The Americans, 
ibid. The Phcnicians, 50^ 

Prmpism; what Themifbn fays of it, i. i32. Can- 
not be excited by borax^ 14a. Cantharides 
caufe this difeafe, 148. See Cantharides. 

Privilegbs; enjoyed by fbme Lords in a lingular 
maimer, as to the virginity of new-married wo- 
men, i. 406* Pretenfions of tlie Canons of 
Lyons on the fame fubjed, 406. 

Proculus; his vanity, ii, 37. 

Prosper Alpin; dted on opium, i. 186. 

PROSTATis; their dcfcription, ii. 69. The humour 
which they contain, fliB. Xhe eflfeft which its 
flowing may produce in women, ibid. And in 
children, eunuchs, and old men, 219, ^ao. 

PvBERTY.j what it is, iLn4. Signs which an- 
nounce it, 115, &c. Thefe figns are^uivocal 
by the Americans, 116. Diftinftion which the 
Author makes of puberty, 117. That which 
conftitutes this Hate, according to Nature, 119* 
Women are fooncr pubefccnt than men ; and the 
reafon of it^ 1 24. Its cpocha varies according to 
the manners and the climate, 137. Of the pu- 
berty of the Samojedans, ia& Of the Ruffians, 
iQ&s Phenomena Jn our climate, 139, &c. 
D d 4 Obfervation 
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Obfervation cf M. de Buffon, 1 45, Of M, Tif^ 
fot, I44« Maladies and indi(cretions which ac- 
company Puberty, 146, 159, &c. Precautions 
which ought to be employed as puberty ^- 
proadies^ 1609 i6h Ceremonies obferved in 
fom? Nations; fee Circumcision; Excision; 
Mutilahon 9 Infibulation ; and Gynan* 

fUES. 

Pucelagb; fee Virginity. 

{^THAGORAs; his opinion relating to, the feminal li- 
quor^ ii. a 1 6. 



Quail ; febles which have been circulated on the 
properties of ihe quail fcr excidng to love, i. 157. 

Queen; lingular privilege of die. Queen of Congp, 
1.470. . ^ 

QuESNAY, CM,); his obfervations on the cavifes 9f 
the different temperaments, i. 27. 



R. 

Ramazini ; liis prefcription againft the cfifeft of can- 
tharides, i. 149. 

Rauun, cm.) ; his works cited, i. 403; 

REAUMUR, CM. DE); his obfervadons on the ani- 
malcules, if. 047. 

Rid; 
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Red; obfervation concerning men of this colouif 

i. 345, &c. 
Refrigerants; fee Antiaphrodisiacs. 

Republic; that of Venice confultcd themoft cele- 
brated PhyCdans of Europe on the impuiflance of 
a noble Venetian, i. a 15, ai6. 

Rhubarb; recommended for giving a paiTage to milk, 

RiolAnus ; his AnthopographU cited, ii. 50. IB$ 
opinion refpe^g the exigence of the hymeD^ 
182. 

Robert, (M0» cited en the menftrual flux» ii» 267. 

Rodriguez- A' Castro; cited on the ufe of borax, u 
• 138. 

Roesler, (MO; his calculations as to fecundity, ii, 
^76. 

Romans ; their recipe for the cure of fbrrow, i. dig. 
Effeft produced on them by the ufe of cold 
baths, a22. That which they owed to exerdfc, 
352« The ufe made by them of infibulation, iL 
1 76. Their proofs of vh-ginity, 180, i8i. Four 
divinities preiided, among them, at the lofs of 
virginity, 212. 

Ruisch; cited on the hymen, ii. 182. 

RussEL, C^O; that which he obferves, as to the 
ufe of opium among the Turks, i. 169. 

Russians ; on their temperament^ i. 76. Make ufe 

of 
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of a venomous cbainp]gnon9 134. Obfervatio&s> 
ibid. I3J. Are caftigatcd in tbdr baths, 203. 
Particulars relating to their bathe, from M. le 
Clercy rAbb6 Chapp^, aud Algarotti, 319, &c 
&c« Their marriages, 467, &c« 



Sabeans; ceremonies of their marriages, i. 439. 

SACRincE; that which the Gauls made to love, i. 
451, That of the Giaguers, 45a. That of the 
Si-&ns, 453. Barbarous faaifice, by the inha- 
bitants of Goa, 459. Sacrifices much more gentle 
among the Otaheitans ; fee Otaheite. 

Saffron; the purpofe for which it was ufcd by the 
Ancients, i. 162. People who yet employ it, 
ibid. Authors who have exaggerated its virtues, 
163. Its good qualities, accor(Ung to Bacon, 
Scaliger, and Boerhave, 16a, 163. Obfervations 
which eflablish its penettating virtue, 164. Ob- 
fervadons which prove that it cannot be em- 
ployed without danger, 165. 

Saint-Pok, (M. de) ; his Eflays on Paris, cited, 
i- 3fii» 379» 397f 394^ 405> A^ 4^7^ 450» "• 
50j 86. 

Salep; fee Satyrion. 

Salt; the fecundity of the Egyptian women attribut- 
ed to it, i. 107. Idea of Ariltotle on its gpne- 

rauve 
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rative virtue, ibid. Plutarch dted on die fame 
fubjeft, io8. See Nitre. 

, Sedative, of M. Hombei-g; ideas of Phyfi- 

cians, rcfpefting its virtues, i. 140, 141. 
Sanctorius ; cited on the ufe of opium, i. 178. 
On transpiration, 128. Suppofed men fubjcdt 10 
periodical evacuations, ii. 278. 
Saturn ; fee Lead. 

Satyriasis; Themifon's obfervation on that which . 
attacked the inhabitants of the Ifle of Crete, 
i. 132. 
Satyrion; whltt Matthiole fays of it, i. 127, i»8. 
The fpcdes of it recommended by Botanifts fitf 
exciting to love, ia8, 129. The Turks have 
alfo their fatyrion, 189. It is known under 
the name of falep, 130. The drcumftanccs in 
which it is employed, 130, 131. Origin of 
die prejudice in favour of fatjTion, 131. Con- 
tradictions of authors, 132. Idea of M; Cho- 
mel, ibid. No confidence oi^ht to be placed 
in this plant, for exciting to the veoercal aft, 
ibid. 
Sauromatians; that which Hippocrates fays of 

them, i. 34'* 
Sauvages, ( M. de); dted on the effeds of air, 
L 42. On the privation of the pleafures of 
love, 67. Obfervations, ibid. &c On tkft 
effeft of cantharides, 148, 149- On the ac* 

tioQ 
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tion of medicaments, 178. Cited, ii. 18, 24, 

Lavages ; politcnefs which fome of them shew to 
ftrangers, i. 454- The mamiec in which they 
decide on the weajknels, or foUy, of a man» 
458. 

Savahv, C^^O' cited chi a public rumour, which 
was found entirely deftitute of foundation, iL 

»33- 
Scaliger 9 cited on camphor, i* 90. His obferva- 
tions on the ufe of faffron, 162. 

ScHEucHzett; dted on fyftems, ii. 297. 
ScHULzius} what he (ays of the virtues of faffron^ 
i. 163. 

Scinc-Marine ; given by Venette as ao apbro* 
' diliaCy !• i!24. The Arabians avail themfelves 
of it, itid. Not employed by Europeans; and 
the.reafon of it, ibid. Contradifiions of au- 
thors, 115. 

Scythica; a fabulous plant, to which Matthiole at- 
tributed lingular properties, i. 95. 

Scrotum; what it is, ii. 64, 65. 

Seasons ; obfervations on them, widi relation to love, 
i- 363, &c. &C, 

Seba, C Albert) ; what he fays of the faiyriwiiof 
the Turks, i. 130. 

.Secrj^tions ; they are diminished by the ufe of nar- 
cotics, L 80. 

Seeb; 
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Sebd; fee Sbminal Liquor. 

Seneca; attributed the fecundity of the Egyptian 
^ women to the waters of the Nile, i. 107, What 
he fays of caftigation, relatively to love, «o|. 

Senegal; a cuftom in ufe there, relative to the pro- 
pagation of the human fpecies, i. 392* 

Serpent; they marry young women to a lerpent in 
the kingdom of Juda, i. 450. Reflexions of 
M* de Saint-Foix on thefe marriages. Hid. 
Serpents violate girls in Paraguay, 451. 2^ 
* of the Miflionaries in oppofing their attack^ 
ibid. 

Siamese ; their fury for opium, u 183^ &c» They 
"^ avail themfelves of it forprocuring dreams, 184* 
The nUanner in which they pretend to ocmferve 
the mouth, 187. Their marriages, 442i« 

Sxxrret; the opinion of fome phyficians on it, 1» 
J016. And particularly Venette, ibid. Its root 
is not an aphrodifiac, ibid. The circumftances 
in which it was prefcribed by Boerhave, laj. 
Emeries opinion of its virtues, ibid. 

Soldier ; one executed, who could not refift an ac* 
cers of erotic fury, i. 63. Accident which 
happened to another, after having ufed the tnucho^ 
more^ 136. 

Solomon; cited on virginity, ii. 177. 

Solon ; prcfcribcd rules for the duty of a husband 
towards his wife, ii. 39. 

SoilNI- 
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SoMNiFEiucs; fee Narcotics. 

Sorrow; has an influence on population, i. R19. 

Method adopted by the ancients fi>r banishing it^ 

ibid. 

Sotx; fuppofed, by fome philofophers^ to have its 
feat in the ilomach, i. i8ft« 

Spaniards; tbey are much addifted to the ufe cf 
fafFron, i. 16a. 

Spartans 9 the manner in which theypuMsSied mm 
who refufed to marry, i. 394. 

Species, (human}; has degenerated in Europe, i. 
xvii. Proofs of this aflertion, ibid, &c. and 
113. 

Spigelius; cited on the hymen, ii. i89* 

Spirituous Liquors; ufed at night, exdtf noduroal 
polludons, i. 114. 

Stahl; cited on the ufe of opium, i, 178. 

SteKon ; pretdided to have made the firft dfcovery 
of the eggs in women, u. 304. 

Stenzelius ; his remarks on the effefts of camphor, 
i. g2. Cited on coffee, 293. 

Sterility; exercife may caufe it id ceaft, i. ii5L 
What ought to be properly underftood of this 
ftate, 269. Sterility of the marriage of Heiiry 
II. of France cured by Femel, 271. Advice to 
fpoufes> whofe unions are infrudtiferous, 274, 
i73» &c. They ought to repeat the conjugal 

aft, 
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tft lels £reqnent, 273* An obfervttioii» ihl^^ 
Sterility caufed by too much ardour, 274. Ob- 
fervatioD, ibid. Apologue, 2278. Advice to 
pcrfons of difFerent temperaments, aSa, &c* The 
• circumftances in which we recommend the ufe of 
cofibe and chocolate, 289* Obfervation, 290, 
&c« Advice in feveral particular cafes of ften- 
lity, 296% 297, &c. &c. The ufe of badis re- 
commended, 313, &c« Caufes of fterility de- 
pend on the air and the water^ s^, &c» Some* 
times cured by joumies, 357, 358. Good effeds 
of eledtricity, 360. 

STUPiDrrv ; may be caufed by the fubftances em- 
ployed to fubdue the defires, i. 80. 

SwAMMERDAM ; dlfputed with Stenoo the diftovery 
of the ^s, ii. 304* . His opinion on generation, 
330. 

Swedes; Oeir temperament, L 78. 

Tabou&ot; the whimlicalitics of this Author cited, 
ii. i6» 

Tachard, (Father); cited, i. 469. 

Tamerlane; fubmirted to caftigation from motives 
of debauchery, i. aoK 

Talapoukesi oOiir their young women to foreigners, 
!• 454* 

Taver- 
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Tavbrnier; dted on the debauchery of Cha-Gchan, 
u 120. Mentions the circumftance of an Ar- 
menian who never faw his wife, 369. 

TcHouKTHi ; their attention, in procuring pleafure 
for thofe who vifit them, i. 433. 

Temperamei/t; that which conOitates it, L a(5. It 

is not to be fubdued, 62. That which* may 

tend to moderate it, 78. That which may fet 

it in motion, no* - Its difibrence caules dreams 

. to vary in each individual, 184. 



-*— -, ^ Bmous; its figns, i* 35. Its good 

qualities and its defeds, 36. What the man of 
this temperament is in the afiaurs of love, 37* 
Advice and regimen which is adapted to him, 
^83. A ftate of celibacy is pppofite to his na- 
ture, 55. That which Venette &ys of him, 56. 

-, Melancholic; is by no means iii 



Nature, i. 41. Its Cgns, 4a. In what women 
of this conftitution differ from men, 43. Talents 
of melancholic men in love, ibid. Their defefts, 
44* Ought they to remain in a ftate of celi- 
bacy? 46. An obfervation, 47. Advice and 
regimen, 285. 

-, Phlegmatic ; that which is to be 



underftood by it** i. 49. It announces a de- 
fcftive nature, 50. Its moral and phylical ef* 
fcfts, 51. Remarks of M. Clerc on the Kttte 
aptitude of pliiegmatic men to pleafure, 52. 

Further 
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Further obfervations on this fubjeft, ibU. and 53. 
Idea Of M. Petit on the phlegmatic temperainentt 
^8. Advice and regimen, 226. * 

-, PLETHomC; its figns^ i. 30. Its 



good qualities and itsde&As, 3f» 39. Talents 
of the plethoric nan in love, 34, and 277. Ad* 
vice and regimen^ ^82. Cdibacy is contrary to 
him, 55. 

Ternate; the Priefts of this ifland procure young 
women for their god! i. 450. 

Testxcles; their dcfcription, ii. 64, &c. Their con- 
dition shews the more or Icfs confiderablefirength 
of each individual, 65. 

— , OP the Woman ; fee Ovaries. 

Themison; cited on the ufe of fatyrion, L 13&. 

THEODomc; his impuiflance, i. 213. 

Theophrastus ; his opinion 6n die fecundity of the 
women in Egypt» i. 107. Miraculous virtue 

which he attributed to a fpecies of orchis^ 127. I 

I 

Thibet; they there implore foreigners to deflower 

their prls, i. 459- 
Thomas ; Portrait which he draws of St. Jerome, i« 

tf I, 6a. Cited, 54, 199, 1684 466. 

Tiberius, Qhe Emperary, employed skiiiet for ex- 
citing himfelf to love, i. istf. 

TiEEsiAs; faUed to have been both man and woman* 
VouIL £e u«4U 
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u. ^* Decided that women have greater advan- 
tages in copulation than m^ ibid. 
TtesoT, (M.) > revolution produced by his treatife 
on Onaniihi, i. xxi. &c. Bis obfervations on 
the ufe of nitre, loj. Cited, 109; on opium, 
191, The manner of his re-eftablishing ftrength, 
when it has been exhaufted by debauchery, ao.!. 
Obfervations which he has given, 0.%^ a33f 298, 
318. His advice to literary men, 417 ; to w(^ 
men, 419. Cited, ii. 5, 13, 31, 91J, 149, a68, 

&C.&C 

XoRTOisE ; improperly regarded as mi aphrodifiac, 
i. 156. M. de Buiifon dted on this fubjed, 
ibid. 

Tournefort; dted on opium, 1. i&S. And on 
'the generation of ftones, ii. 29a 

TuLLY, (M. de); his treatife on the difeafes of 
Dunkirk, cited, i. 356. 

TqRKS ; the views with which they make ufe of 
opium, i. 8a. They have a (pedes of faty- 
rion, 129, 185. Particulars as to the ufe of 
opium among them, 158, &c. &g That 
which exdtes them to love, 167. Their pre- 
judices with refpeft to. mttfic and dancmg, 168. 
Theurpaflionforwine, I7Q, 17K The manner 
in which they habityate themfelves to narcotics, 
175. They are obliged, by contraft, to fiv- 
nish their wives with coffee, 294, Thdr ufe 
. — • • of 
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of baths, 3^49 31^9 3i<$* Bfttfaiog ptefofibd^ 
by their reUgion, 315. 



U. 



Ulloa; dtdd on the lubricity of lepeious perlbA^ 
ii. 25. 

Ujukthra; its defcriptioi^ ii. 54» &c: 

Vagina ; . dit part which fe fo named, ii. 95. Ob- 
fervation of M. Littre,' 107. 

Vallbmont, C tAhbiy^ dted on the virtues of 
nitre, i. 103. 

Vallesian^ (^heretics') i caftrated every man who 
fell into their hands, i. 73. 

Vaixesius; liis errors, i.7a. 

Vauj[3NIBRi; regarded flogs 99 q)hlodifiac, i. i^. 
His idea on the feminal liquor, ii.3226* At- 
tempted to reverfe the fyilem of generation by 
the eggs, 305; and finishes in a mod contra- 
dKtory manner, 306. 

Vandermondb; his eflay on the manner of perfiA* 
ing the human fpecies, cited* i. 324* His opi* 
nion on conjucdtions during fummer, 364. Cicedt 

E e d Vanpbh* 



Vamdbrwbl; cited oa pubetty^ iL igf. 

Van Swieten; cited, i. 324; il, 13, 17. 

Vargentin, ( M. ) > extraft of his Memorial on po- 
pulation, i. 362. 

Vayer, (la Mothe le); cited, i. 194; ii. 49. 

Vbuxbiisax. Oheaaes; oocafioo fterile marriagesi 
i. 307. 

Venbtte; thoft for whom he pretended Ms Work 
on Conjugal Love is adapted, i. xxiv. Portrait 
wluch he sketches of the bilious man, 56- And 
of the lafdvious man, 76. That which he 
remarks of camphor, 91 ; ' of aphrodifiacs, 123 j 
of the land-crocodile, 124; of fatyrion, 131 ; ci 
borax, ^37; of cantharides, 143; of opionii 
1S79 &c. Cited on charms^ 241 ; on thcCon- 
grefs» fl5<^ 25<5* His remarks on gouty per- 
(bos, a. 22 ; and on the Clitoris, 94. 

Vekmicules, C Spermatic ) ; fee Seminal Li- 
quor. 

VBfiiCLB8,CSBMiMAL); their defcriptfon, ii.68. 
Vessels, (Spermatic); their defcription, ii.67. 

What is tlius name4 in women, log,- Anatomiftg 

are divided on this fubjeft, ibid. 

Vinegar, CWhite); recommended againft the ^ 
* fe<ft of cantharides^ i, 149. 

ViRcaNs; their difeafes, i. (S4, 65. See Women, 
and Virginity* 

ViRGI* 
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ViMRMRV* Ae light wliich fqm& Ffcnch Ldrdi had 
10 tbe virginity cf their vaflalf^ i. 406^ 407. 
The point .of view in which it was confidered 
gmong the Sabeam, 439. And anxmg the Arabs, 
448« It is an obftade to marriage in feveral 
Nations* 4599 460. The remark of Sotomon 
• on it, ii. 177- ^^ M. de Buflfon, 178. Pre- 
cautions taken by certain people for afluring the 
virginity of their daughters, 179. Viiginity 
confidered in different points of view by Thea^ 
lo^ans and PhyCdans, 181. Cootradidions of 
Anatomifts on the marks of viiginity, 183. Me- 
diods adopted in RufEa for afcertaining diis 
fiate, 194, 195. From whence the blood ]£• 
fues, which women shed in the firft embraces, 
196. Circumftances which render this effufiqp 
a matter of indifference, 197, &c« W^ ou^t to 
place no confidence in pretended figns that sm 
faid to eftablish material virginity, 203, 204, 
Knowledge which has been attributed to Demo- 
crituf, and others, of difcovering tlie ftate of 
virginity^ aio, 

ViTEx; fee Agnus -Castus. 

Voltairb; cited, L 38, 62^ 346, 495, 428. li. 3, 
336. 

Wanderers; a people fo called: fbmc account of 
them by Hippocrates, i.343. 

Waters; 
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Waters; tbe properties which have tseeri Attributed 
to thofe of the Nile, i. 107. Ferruginous waters * 
itcommeDded for giving tone to the parts^ 104* 
Recommended alfo againft fterility, 309. Licon- . 
veniences which refult from the ufe of the water 
of lakes and marshes, 331, 335. Some waters 
are too cold, 335, 322. Snow-water, 6cc. 538. 
Precepts given by HipiH)crates oH the ufe of the 
different waters, 3t8, &c. 

Wedelius; cited on opium, i. 8a, 188. On cam- 
phor, 9a- On cantharides, 145. And his pre- 

faiptioH againft their efieft, 14^. 
» ' • . . 

Widows ; their difeafes, i* 63. 

Wnxls ; cited on opium, i. 178. On cofiee, 994. 

WiNsLOw; his opinion oh die hymen, iL 183^ 

WrrcHCRAFT; fee Malefics. 

Woken ; a woman interred twenty husbands, u tiQ. 
AiFefted confideiably by too grtat an attadmient 
to the reading of novels, 419. Refped: shewn 
, them by the Gauls, 426. . The great number of • 
women of pleafure in Perfia, 441. And of com- 
mon prdftitutes, 44^. A cuftom relating to 
them, ibid. Women are nearly all rendered 
miferable among the Savages, 465. * That 
which M. Chappe fays of the female RufBans^ 
467. M. de Bougainville of the women of P^ 
cherais, 405. M. Thomas of the female Sa- 
vages 
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yages in general, 466« Preeminence of the wo- 
men at Formofa, 468. At Cejlon they have a 
plurality of men, li/V. At Calicut, in the king- 
dom of Laffa, &c, they enjoy the fiime privi- 
lege, 469, Their privileges in the kingdom of 
Congo, ibid. Account of the Otaheitan women, 
and the manner in which they receive ftrangers, 
471, 473. Collars for the neck, which the 
Cafire women niake of the virile members of 
their enemies, ii. 51. Indecent homage which 
diey render in Egypt to the god Apis, 84. Su- 
penlition of die Perfian women with regard to 
ft^l^ty* 173- Influence of phyfical love oa 
women m g^eral, 31, &c. Why lefs fubjeft 
to die ftone than men, 94. The liquor which 
they emit during the union of the fexes, di8, 
&c. Thofe who are the mod fecund, 295; 
See Lov^ Cutoris, Tempbramenx, and 
Marriage. 

Words, C ^^i^^^^ous); cannot caufe impuiflancoi 
i. asS- 



Xenophon; his remarks on the virtues of the IprtV 
tail, i. 153; 

Z. 

Zacutus; obfervatko of this pfayfidm on the dan- 
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gers of oelibttcy, 1.64^ Obfovations on die 
fame fubjeft, ii. j. 

ZiNDEL, (M.); has treated of the difeafes which are 
occafioned by condneticp, i. 67. 

ZuiNGERUs; cited on the efie&s of opiusn^ i 178* 
On mudladofis, il 154. 
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